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SCENEonSCREEN

he long-awaited Hollywood adaptation of

Noah is released in the UK on 4 April, with

critics and audiences alike excited to see the

film boasting such an impressive cast and

crew. 

And it is worth the wait. Prepare yourself

for stunning scenes, incredible use of Com-

puter Generated Imagery and a fresh look at

the story we all think we know so well. 

The journey from the conception of the

idea to its realisation is a long one, with direc-

tor Darren Aronofsky, of Black Swan fame,

writing a poem based on the biblical story

aged just 13 in an English class. His fascina-

tion with Noah continued, and he has spent

much of his career trying to make a film ver-

sion of it. 

“When I finished Pi, which was ’98, I
started to think about it. That was 15-16

years ago,” he says. “I really had no clue. I

was just becoming a filmmaker and I didn’t

understand the scale. Sometimes, naivety can

be your greatest gift, but it didn’t happen at

that time.”

He was offered a deal by a studio before

making Black Swan, but the company changed

hands and the film was lost.

But then came the call he needed: “I got a

WAVES
THE  MOVIE THAT’S MAKING

T

SCENEAPRIL’14

4



call from Arnon Milchan, from New Re-

gency, and he said, ‘Let’s do something

crazy together.’ I said, ‘Well, I actually

have this crazy thing sitting around.’

He flew in and read it, and was like,

‘Alright, let’s get going.’ Then we came

to Paramount. In the end, it was not

that hard of a path to get to set.”

And the path did set, with a whole

host of big names joining them for the

fruition of this project, which began in

the producer’s childhood. It’s more

than just Aronofsky’s dream, though.

“I just think it’s one of the greatest

stories of human kind. It is a core

story of three major religions – Ju-

daism, Islam, and Christianity. Every

culture in the world has heard of

Noah, and many have their own flood

story. There’s something about that

narrative that’s elemental to human-

ity.”

But it has been the religious audi-

ence that have caused this film the

most problems.

Paramount, the studio behind

Noah, battled for the approval of Amer-

ica’s evangelical filmgoers by trialling

an edit of the movie that began with a

montage of religious imagery and

ended with a Christian rock song. But

they still weren’t interested. 

Rumours suggest the studio hoped

this would be the successor to The
Passion of the Christ, which evangeli-
cals flocked to, but why isn’t Noah en-

joying the same praise with test

audiences?

It isn’t just some Christians who

were opposed to the adaptations. Be-

fore the film was released, some coun-

tries in the Middle East including UAE,

Qatar and Bahrain banned the Holly-

wood epic, citing ‘religious sensitivity’.

Saudi Arabia doesn’t have any cine-

mas, so has not had to ban it. 

The UAE’s National Media Centre

said: “There are scenes that contradict

Islam and the Bible, so we decided not

to show it.” While Paramount admits

to giving Aronofsky ‘artistic licence’,

he is sure it honours the Biblical ac-

count of the Great Flood story. 

“The film is completely honouring

the text. It’s not like we’re inventing

it. Of course there is some interpreta-

tion, because it’s only four paragraphs

long in Genesis, and Noah never

speaks in the story,” the director

promised. “Believers will get every-

thing that they want from the film,

thematically.” 

However, he admitted that turning a

short story into a feature-length film

was always going to cause ‘question

marks’. “We were able to build some-

thing that’s fantastical, but very truth-

ful to the story. I really think this is

the perfect film to bring believers and

non-believers together, to develop a

conversation between both sides.”

Paramount Pictures say: ‘The entire

story of Noah, and the Ark he is com-

manded to build before the earth is

flooded, takes up just a few pages in

the Book of Genesis. But those few pas-

sages have had a profound, lasting im-

pact on billions across the globe,

evoking both the very depths of evil

and the heights of faith and holding

out the hope of redemption after catas-

trophe.’

Great lengths were taken to keep

many aspects close to the Genesis ac-

count of the flood, through intensively

researched details about the life and

time of the ark’s builder. While some

elements though, such as the charac-

terisation of the ‘fallen angels’, may

spark some debate, the ark, the film’s

most important set, was hand-built to

biblically-detailed specifications. 

“The idea was let’s go back to what

God tells Noah in the Bible,” the Direc-

tor said. “It basically describes a box.

It doesn’t talk about a bow. It doesn’t

have to navigate. It wasn’t like Noah

was trying to take the ship anywhere.

It basically has to survive the flood.”

Production designer Mark Friedberg

said it took his team more than a year

to develop a blueprint for the ark and

six months to build the huge struc-

ture. 

Despite the religious opposition, the

award-winning director is excited by

his project finally being released, and

he has reason to. 

Starring Russell Crowe as Noah,

Jennifer Connelly, Ray Winstone,

Emma Watson and many other famous

faces, this Hollywood production is set

to be one of the biggest films of the

year. 

A visually stunning film, see it your-

self in cinemas from this week, and

make you own opinions on the truth

behind it.
SCENEAPRIL’14
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SCENE
He was the highest-paid child actor in
the world, but when he felt his faith
conflicted with his role in the hit com-
edy Two And A Half Men, Angus T
Jones walked out of the show and into
the church.

A star of the show since its incep-
tion, he was known to millions of view-
ers worldwide as Jake Harper and the
show’s success led him to secure a
salary of $350,000 a show, totaling
over $8.5 million a season.

But his new found faith caused him
to be uneasy. And he aired his views in
a controversial video posted online.

“If you watch ‘Two and a Half Men,’
please stop watching [it].I’m on ‘Two
and a Half Men’; I don’t want to be on
it. Please stop watching it. Please stop
filling your head with filth.”

His outburst led to him departing
the show after its tenth series, but he
has few regrets.

“It was difficult for me to be on the
show and be part of something that
was making light of topics in our world
where there are really problems for a
lot of people,” Jones told an American
TV show. “I was a paid hypocrite be-
cause I wasn’t OK with it and I was
still doing it.”

Now he is studying at the Univer-
sity of Colorado and he is devoting his
time to speaking to church groups.
He explained his motivation: “I re-
ally want to come into the light
because I know that is where
the healing is and I’ve seen
God do amazing things,”

said Jones.
His fans may not instantly rec-

ognize him now, though, as he
has a scruffy beard and long
hair.

Last month Jones was
speaking at an event in Hous-
ton, Texas, where he spoke at
World Harvest Outreach, a Sev-
enth-Day Adventist congregation. 

The pastor of the church,
James R. Doggett Sr, said: “He
really considers his relationship
with God and what he’s putting
out in the atmosphere to be a lot
more important than his reputa-
tion in Hollywood. Angus, I’m not
sure really cares a whole lot about
being an actor or being well known
in that regard.”
But the former child star may not
have given up acting altogether:
“There’s a few different productions
that like to do kind of
Bible-based stories.
Stuff like that,”
Jones said.

SCENEAPRIL’14
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‘Many thousands’ of women and chil-

dren are falsely accused each year of

being witches, the UN has been told.

Cases reminiscent of the Middle

Ages, when the Church created the

post of ‘Witchfinder General’, today’s

victims find themselves killed merci-

lessly, forced to become human sacri-

fices and their body parts taken

afterwards.

But the authors of a new book have

called on the UN to take urgent action

to curb these abuses.

An international body that moni-

tors these reports, the Witchcraft and

Human Rights Information Network,

published a hard-hitting analysis of

the abuses last month.

Their executive director, Gary Fox-

croft, said: “Two hundred and nine

horrific cases of witchcraft accusa-

tions, multi-killings for body parts and

human sacrifice were recorded on on-

line media in 2013. The cases make

particularly gruesome reading and are

undoubtedly the tip of the iceberg of

this form of abuse. 

“We don’t know exactly how many

people across the world have suffered

due to these practices. But we do

know that this is an emerging issue

that needs more attention and consti-

tutes a scar on the face of human-

ity”.�

He estimated that the numbers of

women affected could run into “many

thousands”.

The countries most likely to target

women and label them as witches in-

clude India, Nigeria and South Africa.

However, they allege that cases were

reported in 41 countries on all conti-

nents.

The charity claimed that in India

high rates of human sacrifice were

recorded. In South Africa cases of

killings of people for the use of their

body parts in magic prevailed. In Nige-

ria numerous cases of children being

accused of witchcraft were docu-

mented.

And it is not just women who are at

risk.

Concerns around the ‘growing real-

ity’ of children being accused of witch-

craft were also raised at last month’s

Human Rights Council session by the

UN.

The Special Representative to the

Secretary General on Violence Against

Children, Martha Santos Pais, said:

“To be labelled a witch… is tanta-

mount to being declared liable to be

killed with impunity”. 

Furthermore she stated that “this

phenomenon is systematically associ-

ated with serious acts of violence,

starvation, abandonment and death in

Sub-Saharan Africa, in Asia, in the Pa-

cific and beyond. 

Those children likely to be labelled

as witches include those with disabili-

ties, albino children and those without

parents. However, they say that spe-

cially gifted children are also targeted.

The report also hit out at tradi-

tional healers and religious leaders,

who stood to benefit financially from

claims of witchcraft.

The pressure is now on for the UN

to launch international action to de-

fend those falsely accused of witch-

craft.

How children are targeted:

Discrimination

social exclusion

violence

abandonment 

sometimes even murder.

The Witch report

Accused of being a Witch

SCENEAPRIL’14
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FOOD SCENE 

Half a million people have visited food

banks since last Easter. We live in the

seventh largest economy in the

world, yet people are going hungry.

The Church is fighting back.

The Citizens Advice Bureau has

listed the top 5 reasons people are in-

creasingly relying on the aid of food

banks. The biggest cause is benefit

delays, which result from forms

being filled incorrectly or delays

after medical assessments, 32 per

cent of people say. Benefit sanctions,

designed to push people into work, at

24 per cent and benefit shortfalls at

17 per cent, especially with recent

cuts, rank second and

third. 
Debt recovery

from benefits left

13 per cent of re-

spondents dependant

on food banks, and

other debts were to

blame for another 12

per cent of people.

The problem is going

to increase, it’s pre-

dicted, if the time it

takes to receive ben-

efits is not shortened, or if those in

need of benefits are not made aware

of the procedures and forms that

must be completed in order to receive

and maintain their benefits. 

Kellogg’s research, Hard to Swal-

low, revealed that 5 million people, 8

per cent of the UK’s population, are

likely to be in food poverty and strug-

gling to feed themselves. Of the UK’s

63 million, 13 million are living below

the poverty line, according to the

Trussell Trust. 

One in three children struggle with

poverty, and one in five mothers are

starving themselves to feed their chil-

dren. A staggering 5,500 people had

to be treated for malnutrition in

2013.

The End Hunger Fast campaign

spent Lent trying to raise awareness

of hunger in the UK. Alongside the

Bishop of Gloucester, the Rt Rev

Michael Perham, 26 other bishops

united in a sign of solidarity and fast

to fight against UK hunger, fasting on

4 April. The Bishops released an Open

Letter, claiming benefit cuts are the

reason why half of the people who

visit foodbanks have to do so. 

The

truth

about

food

banks

SCENEAPRIL’14
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Who uses food

banks?
In 2011-2012, 128,697
people received emergency

food from Trussell Trust

food banks, but in the last

year, an additional

218,295 were served, 5.65

times more than the previ-

ously.

Of those receiving serv-

ices, only 4 per cent are

homeless. The majority,

30 per cent, were in need

because their benefits had

been delayed, 18 per cent

were struggling with a low

income and 10 per cent

with debt. Other

food banks like Milton Keyes, which

gave 12,961 food parcels in 2013, the

Canterbury Food Bank, which has given

1,500 parcels, are all seeing an increase

in people depending on three-day emer-

gency parcels. 

The way food banks function relies

entirely on the public donating non-per-

ishable foods to charities like Trussell

Trust or to local food banks. Trussell

Trust says: “Food banks help to prevent housing

loss, mental health problems, family breakdown

and crime. As well as providing emergency food,

food banks also signpost clients to other agencies

able to help resolve the underlying cause of the cri-

sis.”

The Bishops’ Open Letter read: “There is an

acute moral imperative to act. Hundreds of thou-

sands of people are doing so already, as they set up

and support food banks across the UK. But this is

a national crisis, and one we must rise to.”

Henry, an End Hunger Fast campaigner and a food
bank volunteer, says he has “witnessed genuinely desper-
ate people, often expressing their shame at having to ap-
proach the food bank.” Not only are people struggling and

in hunger, but they are ashamed to
visit food banks. 

So who are these people? 
“People visiting food banks vary

from single parents to working par-
ents who have come under pres-
sure,” the Trussell Trust tells us.
“Most of the families are working,
and should be ‘well-off’, but static
wages, rising living costs, bills and
changing benefits are placing many
in tough circumstances.” 

In partnership with communities
and churches, the Christian charity
Trussell Trust has launched 345
UK food banks, serving 346,992
people in 2012-2013. Of those 345
food banks, 102 are located in the

south of England. The Trust has seen a 76 per cent in-
crease in the number of food banks launched since April
2012, due to rising living costs, delayed benefits and ris-
ing unemployment, which has also largely increased the
number of people served. 

SCENEAPRIL’14
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WHAT OUR CUSTOMERS SAY

Many organisations offer the world and then deliver you very 

little. This cannot be said of Priory Automotive, the specialist car

suppliers only to Clergy, Church members and Charities, they

have a 99% customer satisfaction record from the 565 

customers surveyed. 

Take Mrs Magson for example who wrote only this March “May I
say a big ʻThank Youʼ for finding me a new car with so little fuss. I

am delighted with it and all my friends have admired it and said

what a lovely colour it is. From the  initial 

enquiry one Saturday morning to delivery the next Saturday, and

on time to the exact minute – what a service second to none”. 

This is not unusual for Priory, this is their normal service.

If you would like to get the very best car for your money, all with 

no hassle or stress just give their friendly team a quick call, or visit

their website. Every car is history checked, prepared to the very

highest standard and delivered to your door; part exchange of 

your old car is no problem too.

Please read more customer testimonials on their website                  

For further information please call  0114 2559696 or visit

www.prioryautomotive.com

SCENEAPRIL’14
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I do a lot of funerals. And what’s more, I enjoy doing

them. Hope that doesn’t sound too morbid but I do feel

it’s an extremely valuable and important part of my

ministry. Of course, my ‘living’ congregation each

week are important – highly – and I love working with

them and creating new ways of doing ‘church’. But

there’s something very special about a funeral. Quite

often it’s from someone I don’t know and have never

met. I’m the ‘funeral vicar’ for the family and interest-

ingly, in over 10 years of conducting funerals, I’ve

only had one family refuse to use me because I’m a

woman. In fact, in some cases, it’s an advantage. I re-

member talking to the family of one old boy who’d

lived to be a great age and, I was told, ‘had an eye for

the ladies and would be delighted to know that a

woman was conducting his funeral’. 

View from 
the Sanctuary  

Cindy Kent

The joy of 
funerals

I meet with the next of kin

and talk about the deceased. I

try to find out as much as I can

about them – their life story; in-

terests; hobbies, etc. and I usu-

ally ask the next of kin to

describe their loved one. This

produces some fabulous quotes

to use on the day. The hardest

thing sometimes is trying to

work out a family tree. In this

day and age of ‘second families’

and sometimes ‘third’ – trying to

put together who is who and who

should or shouldn’t be mentioned

can be a treacherous minefield.

“Don’t mention Uncle Martin –

he never approved of Mum’s sec-

ond husband” or the equivalent

is often heard. 

And it’s so sad that even at a

funeral there is animosity in the

family. I conducted a funeral of a

dear lady whose two daughters –

both in their 50s – had to be

kept apart and could only meet

in the presence of a carer. That

made arranging the funeral very

difficult as one daughter wanted

to tell me one thing and the

other something completely dif-

ferent!

And it’s the lack of knowledge

of anything ‘religious’ that I find

so sad. 

In a family that has no reli-

gious bedrock – the parents

don’t go to church therefore the

children don’t and so on – then

there is a real ignorance of ter-

minology. At one home of two eld-

erly daughters telling me about

their Mum I asked if Mum had

had a favourite Bible Reading.

“Vicar,” they asked, “I hope you

don’t mind me asking but what’s

the difference between a Bible

Reading and a hymn”? 

It’s a point where you realise

that you’re the ‘person of God’

for that family and you hope and

pray you don’t blow it by sud-

denly going all ‘evangelical’ on

them. I don’t feel that this is a

time to get all fundamental about

the faith – to tell them their

loved one is in hell if they didn’t

believe. I leave that for God to de-

cide. It’s a time to tread carefully

and gently and with grace.

What’s really lovely is when the

family, on the way out of the cre-

matorium, say that it was as if

you knew the person. That’s

humbling and gratifying all in

one. 



Before we can begin to see the cross as something done

for us, we have to see it as something done by us.
John Stott

SCENE

However much you pray for God’s strength and support in you clerical life, some-

times things just don’t go to plan. Clergy Confessions is a safe place to acknowl-

edge your hilarious incidents. Your are not alone!

This month, to mark the return of Rev, we asked you whether you had ever had
trouble balancing your duties to your congregation and children. How easy is it to

be a father and a Father?

We want to hear yours. Use the hashtag: #clergyconfessions

CONFESSIONS
CLERGY

My 4 year old son appeared by my side during the eucharisticprayer and placed atoy giraffe on thealtar!

When I worked in highanglo catholic church‘Father Les’ soon be-came ‘
fatherless’.....e’m !

I was praying for peace with
a parishioner in the Vicarage.
My children were playing in
the garden and startedsinging Girls Just Want to

Have Fun as loudly as possi-
ble. Our prayers obviously
weren’t working!

My kids ate all thebread I had bought forcommunion.. Had touse crackers from thecupboard

The Perfect Story: There was a perfect

man who met a perfect woman. After a per-

fect courtship, they had a perfect wedding. Their life

together was, of course, perfect.

One snowy, stormy Christmas Eve this perfect couple was driv-

ing along a winding road when they noticed someone at the

roadside in distress. Being the perfect couple, they stopped to

help. There stood Santa Claus with a huge bundle of toys. Not

wanting to disappoint any children on the eve of Christmas,

the perfect couple loaded Santa and his toys into their vehicle.

Soon they were driving along delivering the toys. 

Unfortunately, the driving conditions deteriorated and the per-

fect couple and Santa Claus had an accident. Only one of them

survived the accident. Who was the survivor?

Answer: The perfect woman. She’s the only one that really ex-

isted in the first place. Everyone knows there is no Santa

Claus and there is no such thing as a perfect man.

A Male’s Response: So, if there is no perfect man and no

Santa Claus, the perfect woman must have been driving. This

explains why there was a car accident.

A fellow heard about an
operation that would en-
able him to get a new
brain. He went to the hos-
pital where the surgery
had been perfected and
asked the doctors what
was in stock. “Well,” they
said, “here is an excellent
engineer’s brain. It will
cost you £500 an ounce.”
“Anything else?”
“This,” they told him, “Is
a lawyer’s brain — a collec-
tion of shrewd, tricky lit-
tle gray cells. It is £1,000
an ounce.”
“Is that all you have?” 
“No,” they said. “Here is a

doctor’s brain. It is
£5,000 an ounce.”
The fellow said: “Do you
have anything else?” 
The doctors then mo-
tioned for the man to step
over to a covered con-
tainer. “This,” they said in
hushed tones, “is an MP’s
brain. It costs £250,000
an ounce.” 
“Wow!” exclaimed the fel-
low. “Why so expensive?”
“In the first place,” the
doctors told him, “it is
hardly used. In the second
place, do you realize how
many MPs you need to get
an ounce of brains?”

Judy 

WEST
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WINE SCENE

Heart attack victims dicing with death
Adelaide Advertiser

County Limerick Ceme-

tery ‘a death trap’
Limerick Leader

Angel killed in ‘self-defence’
Sydney Daily Telegraph

Three people a year ‘come

back from the dead’
Daily Mail

Bearded woman attacked at crucifixion
Brighton Argus

Big rig carrying fruit crashes on 210 Freeway, creates jam
Los Angeles Times

By Graham Gendall Norton

How proud the French are of Champagne, which can be

named as such only if it comes from the vineyards and the

makers in that part of northern France.

Many will tell you that a monk, Dom Pérignon invented

the way to put in those splendid bubbles. Not so: It was an

English doctor who did it.

In 1662 Dr Christopher Merret gave a lecture to mem-

bers of the Royal Society (of whom he was one), all learned

in the sciences. He described how it was possible to make

sparkling wine by adding sugar to the bottle. This second-

ary fermentation produces bubbles (which the French ro-

mantically call pearls) of carbon dioxide. To trap the gas in

the bottle a thick, strong, and heavier one is needed: other-

wise, explosion! Then, after, to produce a fine wine by this

“traditional method “ as it is styled is a complex process.

But, first, the grapes must be harvested. Three grape va-

rieties only are permitted in Cham-

pagne: Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and

Pinot Meunier. Chardonnay is a

“white” grape — actually green —

the others are “red”. However,

when pressed, white juice only, as

the reds are not allowed to rest

on their skins. The juice is then

fermented, so that the sweet

grape juice becomes dry. 

This takes months in stain-

less steel tanks, after, there is

time in barrel, then into bottle.

The sugar in that produces a sed-

iment. The bottles have been

racked upside down. Then, freezing

the neck, and opening the bottle,

the slushy ice plug is shot out by

the gas in the bottle, which is then resealed. After a few

more touches, the Champagne is ready to be drunk.

Wines depend not only on their grapes. Climate and soil

are vital. It so happens that in West Sussex these are prac-

tically the same as in Champagne, chalk and sandy soil.

Hence, in “blind tastings” sometimes in France, English

sparking wines often are rated ahead of those from Cham-

pagne.

Here’s such a winner from Sussex’s South Downs. The

grapes are the classic blend of all three above (if you see a

Champagne with “Blanc de Blancs” on the label, it means

only Chardonnay). From Nyetimber’s vineyards, their Clas-

sic Cuvee: 10 years old — vintage 2004.

The bottle opens politely: there’s no mass of froth, the

white mousse quickly settles in the glass. On the nose
there’s fresh lemon and lime, married classically with a

hint of biscuit and brioche. The busy bubbles rise in elegant

lines.

It’s labelled “BRUT”, which, as most Champagnes are

today, marks it as dry (SEC or DEMI-SEC indi-

cates sweetness). However, in its pleasing

complexity, there’s a hint of fruit, ap-

pearing just before the long and

warming finish.

One fortunate reader can win our

prize bottle (kindly offered by

Majestic Wine) of this splendid

English wine by answering the

following question:

What soil characteristics are
shared by Champagne and West

Sussex?

To enter send your 

answer on a postcard to

Wine Competition, Scene

Magazine, 14 Great College

Street, London SW1P 3RX. Or

you can email your answer, 

putting ‘Wine Competition’ in

the subject line, to 
cen@churchnewspaper.com.

Normal CEN rules apply, 

entrants must be 18 years

or older and the closing

date is 24 April

2014.

English wine sparkles! Win a bottle!

The CRAZIEST headlines around the globe
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Accused of being a Witch

Whenever I go into a newsagent’s I am

intrigued at the different specialist mag-

azines on display. However, there is one

topic that appears to be absent in the

journals, colour magazines and glossy

monthlies: that topic is death. As death

is a universal human experience, that

omission is very striking. 

What’s wrong with death? For a

start, there is a great deal of uncer-

tainty about it. Most people have very

little idea about the afterlife. Many seem

to think it involves sitting on a cloud; a

heaven that must be hell if you suffer

from vertigo! And if you ask the ques-

tion, ‘What’s beyond death?’, most peo-

ple will reply that they don’t know. 

It is not just the uncertainty that is

the problem with death, it is so disrup-

tive! Everyone agrees that death really

plays havoc with your schedule; our

hopes and dreams – it all ends.  

The finality of death is extraordinar-

ily democratic. Whether we are in con-

trol of a multi-billion-pound business

empire or could put all our belongings in

a single suitcase - death ends all our

achievements, all our joys, all our

labours and all our hopes. With death,

everybody starts speaking about us in

the past tense and we slide into history

preserved only in fading photographs

and video clips.

Many people are troubled by the

thought that death brings isolation.

Some of us are fortunate enough to be

surrounded by family and friends when

we die. Yet with death, that ends. You

may have faced every crisis for 50

years with your spouse at your side, but

at the end, we all die alone.

Uncertainty, finality, loneliness -

these would be bad enough, but many

people are also concerned that death

brings judgement. The common expres-

sion, ‘I’ll have to answer to that some-

day’, highlights this fear of judgement.

Throughout history, only one group

of people has confidently proclaimed

that death has been conquered. They

were, and are – the followers of Jesus

Christ. Their confidence is based on

three things. 

Firstly, Jesus’ proclamation that he

was Lord over death (John 11:25-26),

that he would preside on the day of

judgement (Matthew 25:31-46) and that

he would oversee the remaking of the

world (Matthew 19:28). 

Secondly, Jesus backed up his claims

to have conquered death by raising peo-

ple from the dead (Mark 5:21-43; Luke

7:11-17; John 11:1-44). 

Thirdly, and most significantly, Jesus

himself was risen from the dead, after

having been executed and buried;

demonstrating in the most dramatic

manner that he had indeed truly de-

feated death. Although it may seem too

good to be true, there is an enormous

amount of historical evidence that the

resurrection actually happened. 

So let’s revisit those problems associ-

ated with death. Uncertainty? Followers

of Jesus have confidence in what is

going to happen. They follow someone

who has gone through death and come

out the other side (1 Corinthians 15:20-

23). He is the Lord over life and death. 

Finality? Jesus promised his follow-

ers that there was a life beyond this life.

He promised an existence of such value

and worth that even the best earthly

life would not compare with it. Facing

his death, Jesus spoke of going to pre-

pare a place for his disciples so that

they could be with him (John 14:1-4).

On the cross he comforted a criminal

being crucified with him with the words

‘today you will be with me in Paradise’

(Luke 23:43). 

Loneliness? Jesus promised his fol-

lowers that he would be with them ‘al-

ways, to the very end of the age’

(Matthew 28:20). That’s a promise that

has not reached its expiry date.

Judgement? Jesus talked about

judgement but claimed that he himself,

‘the Son of Man’, would be the judge

(John 5:27; Acts 10:42). Christians

have always expressed this as a simple

if stark choice: we can either know

Jesus as Saviour now or face him as

Judge later. 

In Jesus Christ, death has met its

match. It has been destroyed itself. 

JjOHN
ask

My friend Brenda is undergoing treat-
ment for cancer. Recently she said
something that caused me to reflect on
death and dying; ‘All of us are dying,
some just don’t realise it’. How should I

respond?
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HEALTH SCENE 

Eat your greens

Forget 5-a-day, scientists now think the golden number of fruit and

vegetable portions we should be getting into our diets in seven.

Have you had yours? Try and swap one naughty snack for a piece of

fruit this week. Not as good to dip in your tea as a biscuit, but much bet-

ter for your heart. Bin the crisps and get crunching on some carrot sticks (you can

dip it in humous if plain croutons are a bit too healthy!).

One for
the boys?

What sport demands strength, cardiovascu-

lar fitness, tactical thinking and is being en-

joyed by more women than ever? Rugby. No

longer just a sport for the boys, women’s

rugby is going from strength to strength,

with the English squad heading to the World

Cup in France hoping to perform better than

ever. We caught up with Marlie Packer and

Danielle Waterman from the England team,

who told us about life as a female rugby

player.

“It’s about doing something you love,” they

say, describing how they hold down full time

jobs alongside gruelling training sessions. “If

you love it, you make the time for it.” It puts

a lot of us to shame. How often have we ex-

cused ourselves from exercise because we

have been ‘far too busy’? Because the fund-

ing does not yet match that of the men’s

game, Marlie has to work as a plumber to af-

ford to keep playing the game, while Danielle

is studying for a Masters. “It’s a really social

thing, though,” they add. Rugby clubs are

renowned for not only training players for

the sport, but also giving the teams a lot of

fun off the pitch. And that goes right down to

local clubs, Danielle says, who has been play-

ing since she was dragged along to rugby to

give her mother a break from her sibling’s

squabbling when she was younger. 

But if the thought of a scrum is putting

you off, then we have good news for you. In a

bid to raise the profile of the game to women,

the Rugby Union is launching a new rugby-in-

spired fitness class launching in clubs across

the country next year as a legacy project

after the World Cup. There is also tag rugby,

a non-contact form of the game, offered

widely in the UK. 

So let’s shake off the stereotype of rugby

being just for the boys. Head down to your

local club and see how it can become a part

of your sporting, and social, life. 

Going the extra mile

A few years ago, Amaris Cole couldn’t run for the bus. This month,

she’s running a lot further than that. The Virgin Money London

Marathon is just around the corner on 13 April, and our Re-

porter is limbering up to run the 26 miles for Christian

Aid. After visiting their projects around the world, she

decided it was worth the four and a half hours (if all

goes to plan) of pain. Can you support her and give

what you can? 

Visit:

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/AmarisCole.

Thanks. 
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Cindy Stansbury, 20 

From: South Kensington

“I bought my dress on sale in the winter from Urban

Outfitters. It was a really good buy especially for a

dress from Urban!”

Emily McCloud, 21

From: Kensington and Chelsea

“I got my sweater from one of the stalls at the Camden

Market, I can’t really remember which but the sweater

is cute.”

Margery Cedano, 21

From: Kensington and Chelsea

“My sweater was a gift! I am

really not sure

where

they bought it but it’s a super comfy sweater and I

wear it all the time.”

Lauren Bunk, 20
From: Study abroad student from Pennsylvania in the

US.

“I think I got my scarf in Barcelona… Oh yea it was

from a store called Lefties. I love it!”

Cara McCardle, 21
From: Study abroad student from Pennsylvania, she

currently resides in South Kensington 

“I got my dress from Macy’s back in the US I love the

pattern and the bright colours!”

If you want to update your wardrobe with one statement piece to

bring 2014 to your summer clothes, make it tribal. Pastels, florals

and metallics are all very now, but the hippy vibe is the one you

should go for this season. Look to Africa for inspiration on feathers

and fringing or to the Aztecs for ideas on rich embroidery and long

coats. 

And the best thing is, it’s not all as scary as it sounds. Team jeans

and a t-shirt with a folkie, patterned jacket that looks like you picked

it up on an exotic holiday, or wrap a printed scarf around your neck to

update your favourite coat. Aztec is perfect for this difficult period of

transition between spring and summer because of this. Think layers,

scarves, cardigans and capes, all of which can be taken off for the five

minutes when the sun pops out! 

Walking around South London this month we found loads of girls enjoy-

ing the Aztec vibes, but remember boys, you can work the print, too! Our

favourite pieces for the fellas are from Topman. 

For the girls, check out Zara. 

FOR HER

TOPSHOP

Aztec Fringe Kimono

Price: £48.00

Aztec Print Shirt

£40.00

Stripe Aztec Corset

£30.00

H&M

Trousers Loose Fit

£7.99

Fine-knit cardigan

£9.99

Twill Skirt

£7.99

MANGO

Sequin ethnic skirt 

£44.99

ZARA

Printed Shorts

£39.99

Beaded Rigid Necklace

£19.99

MONSOON

Santa Clara Platform

£49.00

SCHUH

Rocket Dog Ruben Aztec Boots

£24.99
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Emily
Margery Cindy

Cara

FOR HIM

ZARA

Ethnic Print Short

£22.99

Jacquard Print T-Shirt

£19.99

URBAN OUTFITTERS

Vans Doren Era Multi Stripe Trainers

£55.00 

TOPMAN

Burgundy Black Aztec Print Short Sleeve Shirt

£16.00

GreyAztec Peak Snapback cap

£16.00

Black Aztec Stripe Jumper

£15.00

Brown Aztec Emboss Belt

£16.00

Monochrome Aztec Print Backpack

£24.00

go
TRIBAL
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By Derek Walker

It has long been a crime that -

with a few exceptions - self-styled

Contemporary Christian Music

(CCM) tends to be the predictable,

factory-produced, praise-oriented

material that gave up trying to be

creative years ago. When people

think of Christian music, they

tend to think of CCM, but there

are artistic faith-based musicians,

who create intelligent music that

is thoroughly enjoyable and satis-

fying. Their work deserves a far higher profile.

There is little in recent months to beat Dig here, Said

the Angel, the latest release from Daniel Amos.

Over four decades, Daniel Amos have travelled a close

path to The Choir. As well as sharing bassist Tim Chandler

and having Steve Hindalong guest, Daniel Amos also

started as inventive pioneers and have matured into excel-

lent songwriters and musicians with a mellow Indie feel

and an intelligent, experienced faith.

After 12 years away, the fan-funded Dig Here... is pre-

dictably devoid of filler and looks at the proximity of death

with candour, hopeful faith and some black humour.

On Jesus Wept Terry Scott Taylor writes of friends:

“They mounted up like eagles, now they’re dropping like

flies” and the title track has the angel

warn, “You’re gonna suffer for a while...

Don’t plan to go out in style.”

Now that I’ve Died is a message from be-

yond the grave. We’ll All Know Soon Enough
and Ruthless Hum of Dread ponder heaven,

hell and fear. Waking Up Underwater re-

minds us that, whatever our dreams, we

will all die. Jesus Wept and the title track

both lament physical decline.

Sometime late-Beatles-like and always

easy to listen to, this is a wonderful near-hour of smart

lyrics with poppy and punky choruses all wrapped up in

some dreamy synth-and-guitar sonics, punctuated by Chan-

dler’s fuzzy and groovy basslines.

Anyone who came to the band through their other ca-

reer highlight Shotgun Angel will be delighted to know that

it has been re-released as a special 2-disc Collector’s Edi-

tion. This highly ambitious mid-’70s album caught Daniel

Amos as country-rock pioneers,

soaring in Eagles territory, but

with more creative invention and

humour. Decades later, every song

still gets me singing out loud.

The superb bonus disc tells the

story of the album brilliantly

through demos and some excellent

alternative mixes that will thrill

long-term fans. The band has never

sounded better and both albums

are highly recommended.

Another artist to have matured

in writing and sound is Sandra Mc-

Cracken, pictured. In Desire Like Dynamite (dedicated to

environmental charity A Rocha) the ex-Caedmon’s Call

singer also touches the hope of resurrection. These 11

songs also cover psalm-like themes and family matters

(adopting a foreign child and comparing competing desires

in marriage to a traffic gridlock).

As important as the subject matter is the elegant poetry

with which she communicates. On Hourglass, line after line

is gorgeous enough to hold in the palm and stroke with the

mind and heart. Her voice - like her overall sound, not a

million miles away from Kate Bush - can sound frail at

times, to the extent that you will need to read the lyric

sheet to catch all the beauty.

This set is unhurried, light on percussion and heavier on

the slightly moody atmosphere. Several

melodies refuse to dissipate (play the opener

or Sweet Amelia on Tuesday and you’ll still be

singing them on Thursday) and are sensi-

tively decorated with woodwind, programmed

rhythms, guest harmonies, vibes, piano and

horns as needed.

You can try a taster on

http://noisetrade.com/sandramccracken/de-

sire-like-dynamite-album-preview.

McCracken’s producer and husband, Derek

Webb has released probably his best album since his hugely

impressive début She Must and Shall Go Free. Webb is hon-

est about matching faith to the realities of the world, often

picks up the marriage image for the Church’s relationship

with Christ, and is always worth listening to. On the some-

what confessional I Was Wrong, I’m Sorry and I Love You,

he mixes largely acoustic textures with a reworked ‘sixties

sound and subtle electronica.

At last, Christian
music that’s creative
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By Graham Gendall Norton

The British Museum is presenting,

until 22 June, a major exhibition

on the Vikings. It inaugurates the

several rooms of the new Sains-

bury Gallery, one particularly spa-

cious. And that is certainly needed,

as the most dominating exhibit is

the 37-metre Viking warship, a

“longship” from Roskilde in Den-

mark, the longest ever found.

Though it has been reconstructed in a stainless steel

outline frame, going bow to stern from the surviving tim-

bers, one gasps at its size, the imagination filling in what it

must have looked like when built — about 1025 “the high

point of the Viking age, when England, Denmark, Norway,

possibly part of Sweden were united under the rule of Cnut

(Canute) the Great”. 

England was the centre of his empire, his power base.

Becoming king in 1016, he soon took over Denmark (1019)

and was established in Norway from 1028.

His rule, incorporating Viking settlements already estab-

lished, as well as the English earldoms, brought England

peace and prosperity. He was a Christian, a patron of the

church. A great contrast to his English predecessor

Ethelred II (“The Unready” or “the

badly-advised”) who had

to contend with massive

Viking incursions. 

York, the exhibition

shows, was the largest and

most important and richest of

the Viking towns in England.

(They were to settle too in Ire-

land: Dublin became a Viking

Christian kingdom).

The exhibition displays the

entire Vale of York Hoard, dis-

covered by metal detectors

near Harrogate in 2007. Here

are 617 coins, some minted in

York, gold arm rings, and a sil-

ver-gilt communion cup, proba-

bly looted in Europe. 

(The streets of York abound

in names dating from the

Viking period, and, at the Jorvik

Viking Centre owned by the

York Archaeological Trust visi-

tors can share in the city’s

Viking heritage, including a ride

through a reconstruction of

how it was in the 10th century,

viewing excavated finds. They

are kindly offering two separate

family admission tickets as part

of our competition, below. Such

a ticket, for a family of five,

(two adults), worth £31.95, giving free admission for 12

months.)

The first Viking raids on the British Isles began in the

8th century. Their raid on Lindisfarne, the great

monastery off the coast of Northumbria in 793, is often

taken as the start. The ships that bore these plundering

warriors from Scandinavia are known from a good number

of ship burials: an appropriate grave for the powerful, and

possibly symbolic transport to the afterlife. 

They roamed not just across the North Sea, as this exhi-

bition shows, with fine objects and coins (Islamic and

Byzantine) and bullion brought from their trading, but to

the Mediterranean and to today’s Russia. 

They went along Europe’s great rivers, trading. In North

Africa, they sold white captives as slaves. There’s a large

onscreen map showing the extent. They settled in Green-

land too, and visited the eastern shores of North America.

So, here we see the evi-

dence of them, rusting

swords and helmets (they

didn’t have horns!), spears,

implements, some powerful

or delicate jewellery, glass

objects, carvings represent-

ing their gods — including

on casts of great carved

runestones — and other

smaller carvings and per-

sonal adornments, some

showing their Christian

faith. An absorbing well-dis-

played collection.

VIKINGS: life and legend

The British Museum Exhibition

Exploring the
Vikings’ riches

COMPETITION

We are able to offer, to the first correct answer drawn, a

copy, thanks to The British Museum Press, of their just-

published lavishly illustrated book, The Vikings in Britain
and Ireland. That answer will also win a family admission
ticket to Jorvik. The next correct answer will also win

such a ticket.

To enter, answer the following question:

Give another name for King Canute.

Send your answer on a postcard to Vikings: life and

legend Competition, Scene Magazine, 14 Great College

Street, London, SW 1P 3RX. You can also enter by email-

ing your answer to: cen@churchnewspaper.com, putting

‘Vikings’ in the subject line. However you apply, please en-

sure you include your contact details, including name, ad-

dress, telephone numbers and any email.
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Other Desert Cities, Old Vic Theatre

By Peter May

If you’ve ever had a family argument at Christmas, I can

assure you it wouldn’t compete with the Wyeth clan. The

Old Vic’s new spring play, originally seen on Broadway,

Tony-nominated and finalist for a Pulitzer prize, is set at

their upmarket home in Palm Springs, which explains why

the theatre is decked out with palm trees.

Jon Robin Baitz, creator of TV’s Brothers and Sisters
wrote the play and you can certainly see a resemblance be-

tween the Walker family on that show and the Wyeth’s

here, with the sharp witty dialogue on offer. 

The story begins when the two grown-up children, TV

producer Trip and novelist Brooke return home for the hol-

idays to visit their showbiz parents and alcoholic aunt. 

However festivities soon sour when Brooke announces

the next book she is due to publish is not a novel but in

fact a scandalous tell-all book detailing the events leading

up to and involving her brother Henry’s suicide. As you

can imagine, this news and the threat of having their dirty

laundry aired in public doesn’t sit well with the well-to-do

parents and fireworks soon ensue. 

The quality of acting here is flawless and there is a su-

perb performance by Sinead Cusack, playing the staunchly

Republican and frosty mother Polly, who seems to be chan-

neling mother Lucille from Arrested Development. The only

American actress in the cast of this American production

is Martha Plimpton, who starred in Raising Hope. She is

excellent as the troubled daughter, capturing the charac-

ter’s agony and grief, along with her strong desire to tell

her side of the story no matter what.

There is more comedy in the first half compared to the

second where a major plot twist is revealed. The charac-

ters talk with great articulation, making it a very wordy

play, but it is packed with one-liners and cutting barbs to

make it a very enjoyable and absorbing experience. 

* Other Desert Cities is at the Old Vic until 24 May

A delicious telling of
a family in turmoil
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Website of the month

Wolfram Alpha

Know how many years ago you were born in

days, hours, weeks, or when a word was first

used. There is mathematical information for just

about anything. Just ‘enter what you want to cal-

culate or know about’ and be imparted with new

knowledge. Or, click for a random fact. 

SPOW

The purpose of the Safer

Places of Worship (SPOW) web-

site is to prevent mishaps be-

fore they happen, and to

provide places of worship with

accessible safety guidelines.

The site has tabs for Health &

Safety Obligations, Legal & Regulatory Guidelines, Preven-

tion & Security, Church Activities & Outreach, and Property Care

& Maintenance, and can now be accessed via mobile phone. With

its sleek look and easy control, churches now have easy access to

guidelines and safety information. There is information on how

Food Banks or Tours should be approached, and information on

Crime and Fire Prevention. The collection is a good starting point

for churches seeking a structural improvement. 

App of the month

SnapDash

If improvisation

and awkward pic-

tures are your

thing, or you live

for the satire of

selfies, this is

your app. Choose

from an array of

categories to play,

ranging from ‘Bad Ideas’, ‘Improv

Scenes’, to ‘College Years’, and if

you want more, create your own.

After a category is picked, random

instruction is given, and a picture

is taken in 6 seconds. One of the in-

structions under the category ‘Life

as a T-Rex’ asks you to pretend to

be a Tyrannosaurus Rex doing a

cartwheel. It is hilarious to witness

the wide-eyed scramble and tumble

that happens in seconds. 
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Top 10 ice
cream
flavours

Chocolate
Chocolate mint
Caramel
Strawberry cheesecake
Vanilla
Rum raisin
Hazelnut
Pistachio
Raspberry
Strawberry

Top 10 albums

Queen- Greatest Hits (1981) 
Abba’s Gold-Greatest Hits (1992) 

Beatles’ Sgt Pepper’s Lonely hearts Club
Band (1967) 

Adele’s 21 (2011) 
Oasis’ What’s the Story Morning Glory (1995) 
Michael Jackson’s Thriller (1982) 
Pink Floyd’s The Dark Side of the Moon (1973) 
Dire Straits’ Brother’s in Arms (1985) 
Michael Jackson’s Bad (1987) 
Queen’s Greatest Hits II (1991)

Top 10 most satisfying professions

1. Clergy
2. Chief executives and senior officials
3. Managers and proprietors in agriculture and 
horticulture
4. Company secretaries
5. Quality assurance and regulatory professionals
6. Health care practice managers
7. Medical practitioners
8. Farmers
9. Hotel and accommodation managers and proprietors
10. Skilled metal, electrical and electronic trades 
supervisors

Top 10 Restaurants in London

Most and best reviewed on Yelp
The Harp in Covent Garden, Strand 
Zucca on Bermondsey Street in Borough 
Tiroler Hut in Bayswater 
Big Apple Hot Dogs in Hoxton 
Regency Café in Westminster 
Swat at Shakespeare’s Globe in South Bank,
Southwark 
Great Queen Street in Covent Garden 
Kappacasein in the London Bridge 
Ottolenghi in Islington 
Honest Burgers in Soho

Top 10 Museums

British Museum (+6.7 million) 
National Gallery (+6.3 million ) 
National History Museum (+5.3 million) 
Tate Modern (+4.8 million) 
Science Museum (South Kensington) 
(+3.3 million) 
V&A (South Kensington) (+3.2 million) 

Tower of London (+2.8 million) 
Somerset House Trust (+2.3 million) 
St. Paul’s Cathedral (+2.1 million) 
Westminster Abbey (+2 million)

Top 10 Salaries

Directors and chief executives of major organisa-
tions +114K
Corporate Managers and senior officials
+85K 
Medical practitioners +82K 
Senior officials in national government +78K 
Aircraft pilots and flight engineers +74K 
Health professionals +60K 
Financial managers and charted secretaries +59K 
Police officers (inspectors and above) +58K 
Air traffic controllers +56K 
Managers in mining and energy +53K
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