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Editor’s letter

Welcome to this month’s edition of Scene, and I hope you are enjoying this new experience on your mobile device.

This month I am delighted to be featuring David Suchet, one of our best-loved actors, and if you take part in our com-

petition this month you could win a copy of what has been his life’s desire. That is to record the entire version of the

Bible. It is a truly remarkable project and to hear his rich, resonant tones with the biblical material really brings it to

life.

Also this month we look forward to the European elections, outlining the stances of the various parties. 

How will you vote?

One of the most impressive Christian initiatives in the modern era has been the work of Sat-7. This broadcaster is

able to engage viewers all over the Middle East with the Gospel message through the miracle of satellite TV. Govern-

ments can’t track what their citizens watch on TV, in the way that they can with Internet activity, so people can

hear the Christian Gospel in the comfort of their own homes, without fear. Read about their work in this month’s edi-

tion.

Happy reading!

Colin Blakely

Editor

INSIDE SCENE
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On Thursday 22 May you will have your chance to

vote on who you would like to represent you in the

only directly elected institution in the European

Union apparatus. This is the only time outside the

general election when Britain’s 46 million voters take

the polls to have their say on the same day. But do

you really know what you are voting on? Scene is

here to help.

Why should you vote?

This is the only chance to decide who represents you

and your concerns at Strasbourg and Brussels (they

regularly shuttle between the two). While most of the

EU legislation is decided by the unelected European

Commission, the European Parliament has more

power now than ever before. The make-up of the Par-

liament is decided on by your votes. While no one

party ‘wins’, the general political persuasion will

shape the decision made. This will be particularly in-

fluential if there is the expected number of Euroscep-

tic MEPs voted for.

How does the voting system work?

The European Elections use a ‘closed list’ system.

This means you vote for a party, not a candidate. The

parties themselves put forward a list of candidates for

each of the 12 electoral regions in the UK. The num-

ber of candidates from the list that go on to be MEPs

depends on the proportion of votes that party wins.

Who can I vote for?

All the major parties are standing for the European

Elections, and the results will give an idea of the

mood of the nation ahead of the next General Elec-

tion. In 2009 the Conservatives won the most seats in

Europe, but this could change, with Labour and UKIP

looking like favourites. 

What are the MEPs standing for? 
CONSERVATIVES
An in-out referendum on Britain’s membership of
the EU

More powers back to Britain
A better deal for British taxpayers

Continued control of our borders and a crackdown on

benefit tourism
More control of justice and home affairs

More trade and continued economic independence –

by saying no to the Euro and ‘even closer union’

LABOUR

Tackling the Jobs Crisis and Reforming Financial 
Markets

Building a Social Europe
Transforming Europe into the leading global force

against climate change
Promoting equality and justice in Europe

Enhancing Europe’s role as a partner for peace, 

security and development.

LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

Create more jobs from trade within Europe

Help fight crime across Europe

Protect the environment and create green jobs

Reform the EU to cut waste, protect the UK’s influ-

ence in the Single Market and strengthen the role of

the Westminster Parliament in scrutinising EU legisla-

tion

UKIP

Continue to work for the UK’s withdrawal from the

‘big political project’ of creating the United States of

Europe

Work to fight against making the EU more powerful

and passing more laws

The elected MEPs will have one over-riding goal: to

make themselves redundant by getting Britain out of

Europe and returning the power back to the UK to

govern itself.

The European question
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U2’s 

“Invisible” 

is Irrelevant?

Vocalist for the Grammy-award winning band U2, Bono,

fears audiences will shun their new album for its reli-

gious affiliation. 

Growing up in the 60’s amidst the religious feuds of

Ireland to parents from differing denominations, Bono re-

mained unwilling to voice any spiritual beliefs. As years

went by, he felt there was some “unfinished business.”

After a discussion amongst band mates, they realized

they had to “make stuff that’s relevant to [us] and [we]

have to make an honest account of what [we’re] going

through”. Even though the release of the single “Invisi-

ble” was downloaded by loads of people within a handful

of minutes, he fears its outright spirituality will not

appeal to the majority of audiences,

making them irrelevant. 

Bono, however, is ready to stand

his ground, even if unhappy audi-

ences run him off stage. He

said, “It’s very annoying fol-

lowing this Person of Christ

around, because He’s very

demanding on your life.”
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Huddled under a tarpaulin roof suspended on wooden poles,
the family of a night watchman in Cairo, Egypt, were gripped
by the flickering images and sounds of a TV set. For a few
hours, the heaps of surrounding building materials and
grinding poverty of their existence were forgotten. The fam-
ily of the construction site guard were absorbed in another,
more exciting world. 

It was witnessing this scene next to his apartment block
that gave British media worker, Terence Ascott, the further
confirmation he was looking for. He had become convinced
that TV was the way to make the Good News of Jesus known
in the Middle East.

This was Egypt in the mid-1980s, when “people in a soci-
ety where half the population could not read the front page
of a newspaper were gripped by television,” Dr Ascott says.
Now Chief Executive of Christian satellite TV station, SAT-7,
Terence Ascott remembers that the very idea of a Christian
TV outlet seemed an impossible pipedream to many, since
terrestrial TV was tightly controlled by governments. 

All that changed, Dr Ascott says, when an Arabic-lan-
guage satellite channel, MBC, was launched from London in
1991. Suddenly, the concept of Arabic satellite TV began to
seem realistic. Moreover, satellite technology means that un-
censored programmes can be beamed directly into people’s
homes and, unlike the Internet, viewers cannot be traced. 

Since 1991, there has been massive growth in satellite
television across the region. And today, that pipedream of a
Middle East Christian TV channel is a reality watched by
over 15 million people in 22 countries.

SAT-7 is a TV station that broadcasts 24 hours a day in
Arabic, Farsi (Iranian) and Turkish on satellite and online.
God is using the channels – which can be viewed every-
where from Kabul to Casablanca – to impact countless
lives for the sake of Jesus Christ. 

From the start it has been central to SAT-7’s ethos
that the station is operated by, and for, people of
the region. Its goal is to

be a tool for those who live there, strengthening them in
their faith in Christ and giving them a platform to witness
within their own cultures. 

An essential green light came when, in 1995, leaders rep-
resenting all the main churches of the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA) embraced the station vision as a vital
way to help their churches grow. An international council of
reference was formed and the first team of local Christian
presenters and technicians recruited before SAT-7 went live
on 31 May 1996. 

From airing two hours a week 18 years ago, SAT-7 has
grown to five channels - SAT-7 ARABIC, SAT-7 PARS (serv-
ing Iran, Afghanistan and Tajikistan), SAT-7 TÜRK (Turkish
speakers), SAT-7 KIDS (the Arab world’s first 24/7 chil-
dren’s channel), and SAT-7 PLUS (a mix of the two Arabic
channels available via a separate satellite in North Africa
and Europe). SAT-7 studios are based in Cairo, Beirut, and
Istanbul, while Farsi language shows are made in Cyprus
and London.

A unique TV station

SAT-7 was for many years the only indigenous Christian
satellite channel in the MENA area. Another distinctive is
that it serves the needs of all Christians in the region. Be-
lieving that the division of Christendom is a poor witness in
a divided area, SAT-7 brings together Christians of nearly all
denominations, united by the same vision of providing high
quality, attractive television.

The TV station that gives a
voice to Middle East Christians
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Doing this takes more than televising gifted preachers.

With an audience of millions, including 9.25 million chil-
dren who watch SAT-7 KIDS, the station offers a kaleido-
scope of shows ranging from televised worship services to
fun and educational magazine shows for children, live talk
shows, documentaries, music, drama, and films. 

With the advent of “the Arab Spring”, a weekly current
affairs show, Bridges, has established itself as a forum for
Christians to give informed perspectives on unfolding
events, to interview public figures, and to encourage Chris-
tians to become more involved in community affairs. 

Live programmes in which viewers can call or text in
with questions and messages have multiplied audiences.
Children’s shows like Cairo-based Why is That? spur young
viewers to ring in and ask host Mr Know burning ques-
tions (some profound, some mundane), or to offer prayers
for other viewers. Amid the unrest in Egypt in 2012, Mr
Know (real name Essam) said, “Every Friday when we are
on air we have trouble in Cairo, but sometimes the kids
will say, ‘Don’t be afraid Mr Know’ ,and they pray for
everyone in the cast of the show”. 

A popular young adult show from Beirut, From Me to
You mixes serious conversation with music and humour.
With hosts from Lebanon and Syria and regular guests
from elsewhere, it has been a lifeline to viewers from
countries enduring prolonged conflict and unrest. 

Accent on the margins

SAT-7 has also accentuated programming for several
key audiences. Children, many of whom are surrounded by
uncertainty or conflict, are one. Programmes for different
age groups affirm God’s love for them, offer fun program-
ming, provide positive values and role models and nurture
faith, talents and a sense of wonder. Every day, parents
contact the channel to say how they appreciate the shows
and feel safe to let their children watch them. 

Women’s shows are another priority area. In male-domi-
nated societies, their voices often go unheard. A raft of
magazine, advice and drama programmes help to empower
and encourage them. In 2013 a programme of documen-
taries, awareness spots and a talk show advocating for the
rights of female heads of households, was one of the win-
ners of the Human Rights Journalism Award from The
Lebanese Center for Human Rights. 

Needle and Thread is another ground-
breaking show that

helps young women confront and “unravel” taboo subjects,
ranging from the expected behaviour of women to depres-
sion, sexual abuse, and prejudice towards those “different
from us”.

Social responsibility projects, such as empowering peo-
ple with disabilities, are a priority too. Shows help to chal-
lenge stigma, and give those affected and their families
hope. The message of a new SAT-7 TÜRK series is that “we
all have disabilities”. From years of experience, host and
disabilities worker Rabia Tufan, gives viewing families un-
derstanding and encouragement from the experiences of
others and from the Bible. 

A vital SAT-7 goal is training a new generation of Chris-
tian leaders. As well as a wealth of Bible teaching and
apologetics shows, there are specialist programmes. A
partnership with Iranian theologians and pastors, SAT-7
PARS’ Seminary of the Air (SOTA), is building a series of
curriculum-linked programmes on theology and church
life. Then, for the Arab world, TEACH (Teaching Arab
Christians at Home) translates curriculum materials into
lively television. Dear Jessy, for example, models pastoral
care using a famous TV counsellor chatting to friends
every week in a different location. For Christians who can-
not attend a church in restricted societies, Church in the
Home, presented by a Moroccan leader, models worship at
home.

Breaking the silence

For the last 18 years SAT-7 has given the Middle East’s
forgotten, and sometimes unknown, Christians a platform
to speak into their societies. None more so than when it
transmits outside broadcasts from large-scale events such
as the annual Night of Prayer gatherings in Egypt, at-
tended by up to 70,000 people. 

A non-Christian attender at one of these in December
2012 posted on social media: “To all those who keep saying
that Christians are mobilizing the crowds against Egypt’s
interest... I’d like to tell you that yes they’re mobilizing a
huge crowd right now but there are nothing but songs and
prayers for Egypt and for its good. To all the Christians in
Egypt: your raised hands and prayers are what is sustain-
ing Egypt.”

SAT-7’s culturally sensitive programmes give viewers
beyond the Church exposure to the Good News, often for
the first time, free from the misrepresentation common in
the Middle East. Many choose to follow the Christ they
learn about here and isolated Christians find it a compan-
ion in a lonely discipleship. 

“I started to love Jesus and accept Him as my personal
Saviour because of your programmes and movies,” wrote a
woman from Morocco. A viewer in Bahrain said: “You have
no idea how much you blessed me and your ministry is im-
pacting millions”. An Iranian viewer put it even more suc-
cinctly: “Your programmes are my church and my
pastor.”

A television dream that began with seeing a family
huddled around a TV set is having an amazing effect.
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By Amaris Cole 

The international development charity Send A Cow has a

new chief executive, and he has big plans. In the next

five years, he hopes to reach millions of people across

Africa. Despite this ambition, the new boss is still happy

to make his new team a cup of tea.

Simon Barnes, former executive vice president of the

American Bible Society, is enjoying being a part of a

much smaller charity than he is used to. 

“Bible Society is large and wealthy, with an incredibly

wide reach,” he told me. Much of his previous role in-

volved liaising with partner’s across the world: “I had a

large international reach and very large staff of 50 im-

mediate staff raising a million dollars a week,” but at

Send A Cow, things are a bit different. 

“Send a cow is probably 20 per cent of that size,” he

said. “The scale is different but the actual management

practises are similar, and there is the same sort of

needs. Sometimes you don’t have the resources but

sometimes this means you are closer to the ground.” And

for Simon, this is one of the things that drew him to the

charity. 

“I missed the grassroots work. This is much more

rolling up your sleeves. If it’s my turn to make the tea, I

will make the tea!”

Simon Barnes wasn’t planning on working for Send A

Cow – he wasn’t even planning on returning to the UK.

It was one of those situations where a friend from the

charity sent him the specifications for this position of

chief exec and asked if he knew anyone who might be in-

terested, he recalls. Despite getting hundreds of applica-

tions like this, he ended up reading through the pack on

a plane.

“My wife and I always said if we ever come back to

England it would be to Bath where she is from, and

that’s where this job was located. I handed her the job

and she said we should pray about it. Even though the

deadline was tight – about a week away.”

Despite this, and other obstacles, the role seemed

right. “It was very much God’s hand at work - the vari-

ous barriers seemed to evaporate.”

Simon didn’t jump straight into the Chief Executive

chair, though. He spent nine months volunteering to see

the work on the ground, visiting the offices across Africa

and some of the projects the charity was sponsoring. 

“The work of Send A Cow isn’t rocket science,” he ex-

plained.

“We take people on the point of starvation, or at least

severely malnourished, but who have land, teaching

them good agricultural practice giving them milking

goats or a cow. We are giving them economic empower-

ment to help themselves, teaching good stewardship.”

This is not just about feeding those who need it most,

but also educating people about responsible use of land.

The whole process takes about five years and currently

takes place in Rwanda, Burundi, Ethiopia, Uganda,

Kenya, Zambia and Lesotho. But taking the projects fur-

ther is another ambition of the new boss. 

“We would like to do more, and this is part of our

Simon’s

new quest

Simon Barnes
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growth plan. We would like to move into Southern Sudan,

the Democratic Republic of Congo and Malawi,” he told me.

“But our resources need to grow with us.” 

He joins Send a Cow having overseen impressive year-

on-year growth of 18 per cent in net revenues during his

last five years with the American Bible Society. British-

born, he was also previously director of external business

client management for Geneva Global, an organisation ded-

icated to helping major international philanthropic clients. 

Send a Cow has pioneered innovative farming practices

that have enabled African families to grow enough food to

eat and sell. This new appointment coincides with the

UN’s Year of Family Farming which aims to raise aware-

ness of the role smallholder farms can play in alleviating

hunger and poverty.

Send A Cow has many thousands of loyal donors, but it

needs more help. And it is on its way. The UK Government

has just pledged to give a three-month match period for do-

nations up to £5million. This gives the charity double the

opportunity of helping starving communities across

Africa. 

With the achievements of the past and the five million

people the charity had helped before he joined, Simon

knows there is still much to do. 

“My job as CEO is to be a visionary - to cast the vision

for the work,” he notes. “But at the same time some as of

that leadership, my job also involves shepherding people.”

A Church of England Newspaper-reading ordained

Priest with vast experience in enabling charities to flour-

ish, we are sure Simon will realise these visions. 



smell the pain – but now everyone from all over the world is

on board.

The second story is about a 27-year-old woman, who is a

doctor and who is eight months pregnant, who has been sen-

tenced to death in Sudan charged with converting to Christian-

ity from Islam. It has sparked protests in a country already

riddled with social strife. Mariam Yahya Ibrahim had been or-

dered to give up her newly adopted Christian faith by Thurs-

day and return to Islam. 

The Judge asked her whether she agreed to return to Islam.

After she said: “I am a Christian,” a charge of apostasy was de-

clared and the death sentence was handed down, according to

judicial sources, quoted by Reuters. “We gave you three days to

recant, but you insist on not returning to Islam. I sentence you

to be hanged to death,” the judge told the woman. 

She is currently in jail with her 18-month-old son. She has

also been charged with adultery for marrying a Christian man.

The court in the Sudanese capital of Khartoum also ordered

that Meriam be given 100 lashes for committing zena — mean-

ing illegitimate sex in Arabic — for having sexual relations

with a non-Muslim man. Muslim women in the conservative

country are prohibited from marrying non-Muslims, though

Muslim men can marry outside their

faith. By law, children must follow their

father’s religion. 

It appears that she was raised as an

Orthodox Christian, her mother’s reli-

gion, because her father, a Muslim, was

reportedly absent during her childhood.

The second story has now started to ap-

pear in the newspapers – thank God.

Perhaps a hashtag is needed? We need

to be praying for Meriam in the Sudan

and the girls in Nigeria. 

Happier thoughts to end with – the

Christian Resources Exhibition cele-

brated their 30th birthday. They began

in the Horticultural Halls in Pimlico and

quickly outgrew that and moved to

Sandown Park in Esher. I first attended

in 1991 when I worked for the Mothers’

Union and I presented talks on Media

Awareness. I then covered the subse-

quent ones for Premier Christian Radio – broadcasting live

from the stand or the foyer. For a few years I presented a live

half-hour show with four guests from different aspects of the

Christian walk – people as diverse as Sir Harry Secombe, Anne

Graham Lotz and Sir Cliff Richard. It’s a religious Ideal Home

Exhibition featuring everything from church pews to book-

marks – keyboards to holy socks – and everything in between.

The birthday was celebrated with a wonderful parody of Ameri-

can Pie by the comedian/writer Paul Karenza and the wonder-

ful Searchlight Theatre Company. The evening ended with

Professor Tony Campolo – with all guns blazing – urging us to

continue with the Great Commission. Here’s to the next 30

years. 
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Two stories in the news recently have my attention. One

is BIG and all over TV, radio, every newspaper, tweet;

Facebook page and every other social media outlet. The

other one is not.

The first is the abduction by Boko Haram Islamist mili-

tants on 14 April of over 200

schoolgirls in Chibok in the

north-eastern Borno state of

Nigeria. They were taken from

their school hostel around mid-

night. Shortly afterwards Nige-

ria’s military said that most of

the girls managed to escape or

were freed and they released a

statement saying only eight girls

are still missing. Then the num-

ber went up to 100 but parents

insisted that the number was

nearer 200. On 23 April the first

tweet appeared with the hashtag

#bringbackourgirls and six days

later hundreds marched through

the streets to protest at the gov-

ernment’s “indifference” to the

mass abduction. 

By 2 May the number had

risen to 223 after 53 managed to escape. On 5 May – al-

most a month after the abduction - in a video statement,

Boko Haram leader Abubakar Shekau said his group were

behind the abduction of the girls and threatened to “sell”

them in the market as “slaves”. 

Chibok is a predominately Christian community but

many of the parents don’t believe it is a religiously moti-

vated attack as usually ‘Muslim brothers and sisters live

together peacefully’. Whatever the reason – as I write

this – they have not been found. As a parent I feel their

pain. I share their anguish and suffering and the feeling

that I would change places with them in a heartbeat. It

took a long time for the wider community to wake up and

View from 
the Sanctuary  

Cindy Kent

A story that
gripped the world



It is not the body’s posture,

but the heart’s attitude

that counts when we pray.
Billy Graham

SCENE

CLERGY

If you think your family

has problems, consider the

marriage mayhem created when 76-

year-old Bill Baker of London recently wed

Edna Harvey. She happened to be his

granddaughter’s husband’s mother. That’s

where the confusion began, according to

Baker’s granddaughter, Lynn.

“My mother-in-law is now my step-grand-

mother. My grandfather is now my stepfa-

ther-in-law. My mom is my sister-in-law and

my brother is my nephew. But even crazier

is that I’m now married to my uncle and

my own children are my cousins.” 

From this experience, Lynn should gain

profound insight into the theory of relativ-

ity. 
Campus Life, March, 1981, p. 31.

A man was arrested outside Downing Street last night and ap-

peared at Westminster Magistrates Court this morning.

Pc John Smith told the court: “The man was walking up and down,

shouting out ‘The Government is barmy! The Government is

barmy!”

He was fined £5 for committing a breach of the peace and sen-

tenced to 10 years for revealing a State Secret.

Judy 
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Lord, when we are wrong, make us willing to change.

And when we are right, make us easy to live with. 

Peter Marshall.

We want to hear yours. Use the hashtag: #clergyconfessions

My son joined me at thealtar for communion, but
ran into the table andknocked the Holy Wine over

the brilliant white table-cloth. It looked like someawful accident had takenplace during the service!

I had a heckler during a wed-
ding. You always tell couples
that no one says anything
when you ask ‘if anyoneknows any lawful impediment

to why these two peopleshould not marry’. But the
Bride’s uncle thought it would
be funny to prove me wrong!

One of my worst moments wasn’t so much

embarrassing as just excruciating. I was

visiting a lady at home who was almost to-

tally blind, and on my arrival she made me

a very welcome cup of coffee. 
As I sat sipping and listening to her woes, I

noticed something in the bottom of my mug,

only visible as I tipped it to drink. On closer

examination what at first glance seemed to

be a few unstirred coffee granules was ac-

tually a very large, very hairy, very dead

spider. Thankfully the poor lady remained

unaware of her hospitality failure, and I

managed to insist (with some opposition)

CONFESSIONS
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By J. John

There is something terribly compelling about the First

World War. Like some ghastly pile-up on the motorway, you

can’t help but stare at the horror. There is the overwhelm-

ing scale of the destruction: ten million people were killed.

There is also the sheer density of the war: most of the

slaughter occurred along a battle line that moved barely

miles in four long years. It was the ugliest of wars: a des-

perate, drawn-out, slog of a struggle - unredeemed by cin-

ema-worthy actions such as Pearl Harbour, Dunkirk or

D-Day. It was also without any ultimate triumph: the war

ended with all sides in blood-drained exhaustion. This was

a war without glory and honour;  a terrible slaughter

across a ruined landscape. We gaze appalled at the horror

of the First World War and then, as with the motorway

pile-up, show concern and drive on. 

This centenary year sees many evaluations and re-inter-

pretations of the political, military and social aspects of

those terrible events of 1914-18. While these evaluations

are fascinating, I find myself wondering whether they re-

ally address the deep issues that the First World War high-

lights so shockingly; namely the nature of evil and how we

deal with it, issues that have relevance for us all.

Of fundamental importance is the way that the First

World War demonstrates that there is such a thing as evil.

As someone whose life centres on communicating Chris-

tian truth, I know that evil does not simply occur in the

context of war; it is a real and terrible spiritual reality in

our world. In thinking about evil, our culture – so intelli-

gent and sophisticated in many areas – is frankly out of

its depth. We are technologically literate but morally naive.

Previous generations might have gone overboard with clas-

sifying different kinds of wickedness, but we have tended

to avoid thinking seriously about it at all.

The First World War is a striking lesson in how destruc-

tive and hateful evil actually is. We should pause for a mo-

ment and actually contemplate the fatality figures of ten

million and what that really means. The next time you see

a war memorial, focus on just one of those names.  Then,

imagine what that loss represents on a mass scale through

the years of 1914-18: the parents, the sweethearts or the

wives, husbands, children and friends. Think of all that

they might have done, the things they might have created,

‘Lest We
Forget’
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the joys they could have experienced and what they might

have contributed towards the future.  And then remind your-

self that all that life and potential was cut short. Now, multi-

ply that loss by ten million and add to it the ruined landscapes

and destroyed towns, not to mention the political and eco-

nomic legacy that was to shape the world for generations to

come. And let’s not forget that war is a fertile ground for al-

most every vice, breeding brutality and corruption. That is

the scale of evil. 

Another thing that the First World War illustrates all too

clearly is how evil can acquire a momentum of its own. No one

intended the eventual four-year-long bloodbath that was the

First World War. Yet, from the first gunshot in Sarajevo, the

fighting descended into the most appalling slaughter the world

has ever seen. The conflict acquired an impetus of its own, be-

coming increasingly intense, brutal and widespread. As the

war progressed, the scale and range of the weaponry multi-

plied, growing more sophisticated and ever more inhuman.

There were artillery barrages, machine guns and gas. Limits

on the use of weapons were gradually withdrawn, so that

eventually, through Zeppelins and submarine blockades, there

were deliberate attacks against civilians, miles away from the

frontline. 

On the first day of the Battle of the Somme, British casual-

ties alone were nearly 58,000; almost 20,000 of whom were

killed. The First World War was a juggernaut created by the in-

teraction of policies, men and technology. Once started, the

war rolled unstoppably forwards, crushing all beneath it. One

reason why war develops a life of its own is because evil is

contagious. Ordinary decent people – people like you and me –

became part of the war. Some of them were involved in terri-

ble things and many of them justified these actions as being

for the sake of the ‘cause’. One of the most distressing aspects

of evil is the way in which it can hijack religion. Despite

Christ’s clear teaching that God and Caesar had different

spheres of authority, all sides in the First World War were

ready to blur that distinction. For example, German soldiers

had ‘Gott mit uns’ (God with us) inscribed on their helmets.

And on the Allied side there was much talk of ‘for God and the

King’, as if this was a mutually agreed venture between equal

parties. During the American Civil War, a pious cleric ex-

pressed to Abraham Lincoln the hope that ‘God was on our

side’. The president wisely rebuked him, pointing out that the

more pressing issue was whether they were on God’s side. Re-

ligious faith is the strongest of all forces and we must be very

wary lest it be diverted to evil ends.

Evil is a reality and the First World War demonstrated that.

Yet we must do more than simply recognise evil as such; we

must resist it. It is here we face a problem. Evil is so subtle

that our attempts to defeat it are all too often counterproduc-

tive. The very actions we take to tackle it turn out to be evil

themselves. To defend our innocents, we all too easily end up

killing their innocents. In the First World War, no side

emerged with unbloodied hands. So how do we combat evil?

Here I must say, with regret, that I do not feel pacifism to be

the right answer. There are times, when as a last resort, evil

must be resisted by force. But in doing so we must be con-

stantly aware of the deadly peril that in resisting evil, we our-

selves are in danger of doing evil. 

How evil can be contained in the fury of war has occupied

great and good minds for centuries. Let me suggest two fac-

tors that contributed to the horror of the First World War. The

first was a widespread arrogance about human progress and

technology in the years leading up to 1914. That pride per-

sisted into the war, which was marked throughout by overcon-

fident battle plans and impetuous strategies that collapsed

into bloody chaos on the battlefield. Sadly, wartime leaders

are rarely gifted with humility. ‘Blessed are the meek,’ said

Jesus, ‘for they will inherit the earth.’ True, and the meek and

humble are much less likely to blunder into bloodbaths.

A second feature that added to the devastation of the First

World War was the way in which people were dehumanised.

There had been wars before in which men were able to kill

others without ever seeing them. However, with the introduc-

tion of the machine gun, the artillery barrage and the bomber,

the separation between the killers and the killed reached new

levels. One of the defining creations of the First World War

was the tank – rumbling over everything and everyone. Here I

must restate the foundational biblical truth: men and women

are made in the image of God and are of an immeasurable

value. Consequently, the danger of dehumanising individuals

in the heat of battle has not gone away. In our modern digi-

tised world, military decisions and operations are often made

by men and women seated at screens – completely discon-

nected from the humanity on which they are about to inflict

devastation. It is alarming to think that human interaction

can almost be eliminated from modern military operations. 

The First World War speaks to us about how evil needs to

be both recognised and resisted. Yet it would be an extraordi-

nary folly to simply think that the lessons it teaches us about

evil are solely applicable at the level of international conflict.

All of us live or work in situations where there is tension. We

all live in potential conflict zones and we can all make deci-

sions and take actions in such settings that will make things

either better or worse. A key response to conflict and griev-

ance is to seek to absorb evil, rather than allow it to multiply.

The supreme example is seen in Jesus on the cross – conquer-

ing evil by absorbing it. ‘Blessed are the peacemakers,’ he

said, ‘for they will be called children of God.’ It’s a high calling.

A hundred years ago a generation of leaders failed miserably.

May God grant that we in our day do better.

As Jesus taught us to pray, let us pray, ‘Our Father in

heaven … deliver us from evil.’
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How to make sleep count: 
Stop using electronic devices with bright

screen for at least 30 minutes before lights

out to ensure you drift off quickly and get un-

interrupted sleep

Try to go to bed a quarter of an hour ear-

lier than usual to catch the benefits with little

hassle or real change to your routine

Eat cottage cheese before bed. Studies

show it is the perfect bedtime snack to make

your metabolism work even while you sleep,

meaning more calories are burnt

Limit your caffeine intake to three cups a

day to remove the risk of nights spent staring

at the ceiling

Do some light resistance training before

bed. You don’t need to get sweaty or even

breathless, but a few minutes of lifting

weights before you nod off is proven to en-

sure calorie burning takes place while you

sleep 

By Amaris Cole

If you want to lose weight but are too tired to do anything

about it, then this month’s health page could make your day.

Did you know that there is a correlation between lack of sleep

and obesity? The Archives of Internal Medicine published a

study that suggests regular-weight people get an extra 16

minutes sleep on average more than their over-weight coun-

terparts. It might not sound like long, but those few extra

minutes build up. That perfect number

of hours of sleep needed each night

differs from person-to-person,

but experts reckon it’s usu-

ally between 7 and 10. If

you’re not getting enough,

then do something about

it tonight!

The need

for sleep
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Dressing up can be a daunting prospect, however much you are looking forward to the

special occasion in question. Is your outfit a little over-the-top? Or will you be under-

dressed? Are you able to dance all night in those new shoes? DILEMMAS! But fear not.

We are here to make dressing-up doable. 
Here are our top tips.

CHOOSE ONE STATEMENT PIECE

Evening dress is tricky. Simplicity is key. A

block-colour dress with an amazing necklace

will do you proud. And for the really shy

amongst you, stick to black with a bit of

bling! The same goes for men. A plain suit can

be dressed up being recogni-

tion with a bright bow tie or

handkerchief in your top

pocket. 

BE COMFORTABLE

Pain is never pretty. A

crippling pair of stilet-

tos might look amazing

in the shops, but if you

can’t walk, you can’t

have fun! Better to be

comfortable and able to

dance the night away.

But if you really must

wear those strappy

shoes, pack a pair of

flats for the evening. 

MATCH 

Follow in the glamorous steps

of Jay-Z and Beyonce, Posh

and Becks and Shaun Penn

and Charlize Theron at the

Met Ball last week and go

matchy-matchy. Not only will

the pictures look great on

Facebook if you are both in

co-ordination, but it might

also give you both the confi-

dence to wear something a lit-

tle more adventurous. We’re

thinking hot pink or yellow –

both colours are big this sum-

mer.

IF IN DOUBT, GO FLORAL

And this isn’t just for the

girls. Flowers are once again a

massive hit this summer.

From weddings to gradua-

tions, one floral piece will

carry you through. The shops

are bursting with ties, hand-

kerchiefs and socks in a print

to dress up a dark suit, or

dress or floral shoes for the

females. Flowers are fun, so

hold your head up and you’ll

never look over dressed.

Dress to 

impress
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This month’s music round-up turns its ears to jazz and our
only UK release features notable hints of the rest of the world.

I have seen Blue Touch Paper’s Drawing Breath (pictured)  la-

belled as an ‘album of the year’. While at first it sounded too

light for such an accolade, I changed my mind, having returned

to it after a break.

The brainchild of Colin Towns, who has played keyboards

with Ian Gillan Band and written for film and TV soundtracks,

it has hints of that rocky past (try the joint sax and guitar riff

in “Yes But No”). But making the biggest impression are all the

delicately nuanced textures that display the soundtrack talent.

Towns creates atmospheres that are wildly different to each

other, but fortunately, not different enough to spoil the cohe-

sion of the disc.

Having Stephan Maass on additional percussion adds  occa-

sional hints of Africa, while “Drawing Breath” sometimes sug-

gests the Middle East, “Juggling with Strangers” has a subdued

Bolero quality and “Sud-

denly a Tango” introduces

a Latin flavour. “Attention

Seeker” and the title track

are liberally laced with

funk and the start of “Fair

is Foul” even has some

chanting from Macbeth.

Most importantly, it

does the things that good

jazz albums should: it has

strong themes and plenty

of musical exploration

around them. In the middle of “Attention Seeker,” everything

slows down to barely loitering pace, so that you have to be

alert to catch that the band is still working around the theme,

if in a somewhat blurred fashion.

While the otherwise ingenious “Isadora” loses its way for a

spell, the rest of this 72 minute gem is a fascinating, playful de-

light.

Similarly, when Tord Gustavsen Quartet released The Well in

2012, it became a contender for my album of the year – across

all genres. Extended Circle could be using it as a template.

Both timeless collections are essentially meditative and

start with a quiet trio intro; both have a second, re-arranged

version of one track; both feature commissioned spiritual

works; and both have a gently bluesy highlight as the fifth

track.

The soulful, bluesy material is a surprising highlight. Given

how relaxed and stripped back the tracks are across the disc,

such pieces might threaten to break the mood, but they simply

allow the band’s elements to coalesce into a more noticeable

form. “Staying There” is both a classic blues-infused piece of

jazz and trademark Gustavsen.

Titles like “Devotion” and “The Prodigal Song” reveal the

spiritual core of some of these pieces. The Norwegian describes

a hymn that translates “A Castle in Heaven” as “a way of con-

necting with my own roots in church music.” In it he ex-

changes call-and response licks at slo-mo speed with Tore

Brunborg’s graceful tenor sax, while drummer Jarle Vespes-

tad’s snare rattles along urgently.

This release is elegant, moody, lyrical and peaceful; organi-

cally human, yet cut with spiritual shards of light. It reinforces

the thought that every house that enjoys quiet jazz should

have at least one copy of Gustavsen’s work.

By contrast, Stefano Bollani and Hamilton de Holanda’s O

Que Sera is for those who like their jazz at breakneck speed.

These tunes are like a neck-and neck sprint, with each player

throwing himself forward toward the finishing line.

Early on, Italian pianist Bollani suggests the angular side of

Keith Emerson, while Brazilian

De Holanda adds tasty melody

and a warm Mediterranean vibe.

He plays a Bandolim, a ten-

stringed mandolin. Several of

these pieces are from his home-

land.

Aided by some scat singing,

instrument-slapping and a

healthy dose of humour, the pair

injects enough variations in

tempo, mood and melody to

often sound as full as a trio.

Between them, the duo has worked with Chick Corea and

Béla Fleck and that virtuosity clearly wows the audience.

Closer to the South Pole, Kheswa and Her

Martians play Meadowlands, Stolen Jazz – a title that refers to

jazz being banned for native people under apartheid, bringing

many to the Meadowlands club to enjoy illicit South African

‘stolen’ jazz.

Her Martians have the opening track to themselves and de-

serve much more. With plenty of ideas, a penchant for head-

nodding grooves and superb soloing skills, they could enthrall

an audience for an evening.

Kheswa then appears and re-invents these old standards

with verve and a powerful vocal, sounding like a cross between

Angélique Kidjo and a South African Doris Day, her Broadway

background shining through

As a blend of jazz, world and swing, this is an unusual disc

that works well, not least because of a mighty talented set of

musicians.

Derek Walker

Jazzing it up!
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David 

fulfils his

lifelong

dream

Ever since he became a Christian, it has been Poirot actor David Suchet’s dream to make an audio recording of the whole Bible. 

Suchet became a Christian after reading a hotel room Bible in 1986; his moment of epiphany came upon reading St Paul’s epistle to

the Romans, in which he proclaims: “if God be for us, who can be against us?”. 

Suchet says of his own faith: “I am a Christian by faith. I like to think it sees me through a great deal of my life.” 

In 1989 Suchet was one of a band of leading British actors who recorded parts of the Bible for an

earlier Hodder project: Suchet reading the Gospel of St John. Now, close to 30 years on and in

between filming the final episodes of Poirot, David Suchet has spent over 200 hours in the

recording studio to create the very first full-length audio version of the NIV Bible spoken by

a single British actor. 

The popular actor said: “For me it fulfils a 27 year ambition.” 

The 80-hour recording is available on MP3, CD (four CDs) and as an audio digital

download. 

Ebooks of each section of the Bible - enhanced with Suchet’s audio narration - are

also available. The audio files can be transferred for use on computers, smart-

phones, MP3 players and other compatible devices. 

Now, thanks to Hodder & Stoughton, we have three copies of the full

Bible on CD to be won. These cost £39.99 each, but you could have one

for free. To enter our competition simply answer the following question.

Poirot was a detective created by:

Dorothy L Sayers

Agatha Christie

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

To enter, send your answer on a postcard to Scene Competition, 
The Church of England Newspaper, 14 Great College Street, London SW1P
3RX. Or you can email your answer to cen@churchnewspaper.com putting

‘Suchet competition’ in the subject line. However you enter, remember to

include your name and street address. The closing date is 12 June 2014.

Normal CEN rules apply.

SCENEMAY’14
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By Graham Gendall Norton

You can  nearly always depend upon a Sauvignon Blanc from New

Zealand’s Marlborough  vineyards, situated at the northern tip of South

Island. “Waitrose was the first supermarket to introduce Kiwi wines into

the UK in the 1980s,”  they proudly boast. 

They have one such  Sauvignon Blanc produced in “Partnership” ( a

very special word to Waitrose—part of the John Lewis Partnership: some-

thing on that later).  The wine “partners”—there are only ten of them,

world wide, from some of  the best regions  (four are French)—  work

closely with  the Waitrose wine team  regional specialists to produce these

wines of good quality at reasonable prices.

From Marlborough’s respected producer Villa  Maria, then, comes this

excellent white.

Now is a good time to buy it, as it suits warm weather perfectly, and

there is a window of opportunity to buy it at an on offer price, down from

£10.49 to £7.79, reduced by 25%, from 30th April to 20th May. It evokes

the tradition of Marlborough’s  dry minerality, teamed with interesting

complexity.  On the nose, there’s a hint of tropical fruit, but on the palate

find dryer fruits,  green gooseberry and citrus, a hint of cut green grass.

At the end, enjoy the stimulating finish.  Alcohol by Vol. 13%    

A good aperitif, it goes particularly well with asparagus—English grown

is by far the best, and that is just coming  in. Good with smoked trout. Use

it  to make any salad dressing accompanying these, or other dishes, avoid-

ing vinegar, which  clashes with the wine.  Can match chicken well, (and

fish and chips) just the thing for goat’s cheese. 

Now for what being a “partner”  means to all the employees of Wait-

rose, and of other stores (such as  Peter Jones, (started in Sloane Square

in the Victorian age) and the  John Lewis stores, the first on the site of

the present in London’s Oxford Street. It was started in a small way  by

John Lewis in 1864.  It was his son, Spedan Lewis, put to manage Peter

Jones in 1914, who evolved the present system, in which the ownership of

what had been  a family business is held by trustees  for the benefit of all

those working in the stores.

Partners  get generous leave, an excellent pension scheme, and an an-

nual bonus calculated as a percentage of salary out of the profits. Last

year this was 15%. There are also branch forums where staff can bring

up any matters, and a Partnership Council mostly elected by staff.   

This year, the Partnership  celebrates the 150th anniversary of  the

opening of the first John Lewis store. On the site, in the grand 1950s

building—there’s a Waitrose food hall in the basement— there will be an

exhibition recreating the original store, and a newly created  roof garden

which will open officially on May 3rd . In every John Lewis store, nation-

wide, (41) there will be on that day complimentary birthday cake for all

comers.                                                                                                                                                                                               

New Zealand’s

classy white wine
WINE OF

THE MONTH
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CARE has launched its European 

Parliament Election website for the

election on 22 May. 

www.euelections2014.net. 

The website has been designed to

equip Christians with relevant infor-

mation to engage meaningfully

across all major issues. Check out

our feature on page 4, then head to

the website for even more help with deciding who gets your impor-

tant vote. 

Chromecast is a useful little app, but you need some

hardware to go with it. Fortunately for new technol-

ogy this will not break the bank! The Chromecast de-

vice costs £30 and once you plug it into an hdmi port

on your television you can display content from your

laptop, mobile phone or tablet device on your TV

screen. Great technology at a great price.
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With the catchline of

‘Tackling Poverty To-

gether’, the Church

Urban Fund has unveiled

a classy new website. It

has a clickable map of

activities up and down

the country, a link to the

Near Neighbours project

and a range of resources ahead of next month’s Poverty

Sunday (22 June).
http://bit.ly/1dKxGvA
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Britain’s Top 10 sitcoms

1 Blackadder

2 Dad’s Army

3 Fawlty Towers

4 The Good Life

5 One Foot in the Grave

6 Only Fools and Horses

7 Open All Hours

8 Porridge

9 Vicar of Dibley

10 Yes Minister

Britain’s Top 10 albums

1 Queen- Greatest Hits (1981) 

2 Abba’s Gold-Greatest Hits (1992) 

3 Beatles’ Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts

Club Band (1967) 

4 Adele’s 21 (2011) 

5 Oasis’ What’s the Story Morning

Glory (1995) 

6Michael Jackson’s Thriller (1982) 

7 Pink Floyd’s The Dark Side of the

Moon (1973) 

8 Dire Straits’ Brothers in Arms

(1985) 

9 Michael Jackson’s Bad (1987) 

10 Queen’s Greatest Hits II (1991)

Britain’s Top 10 restaurants

1 The Ledbury, London

2 Le Manoir aux Quat’ Saisons, 

Great Milton, Oxon

3 Gidleigh Park, Chagford, Devon

4 Le Gavroche, London.

5 The Waterside Inn, Bray, Berkshire.

6 One-O-One, London

7 Andrew Fairlie at Gleneagles, 

Scotland

8 Restaurant Martin Wishart, 

Edinburgh

9 Pied a Terre, London

10 The Fat Duck, Bray, Berkshire

Britain’s Top 10 beaches

1 Barafundle Bay beach, Pembrokeshire

coast

2 Bamburgh beach, Northumberland

3 Camber Sands beach, East Sussex

4 Cley-next-the-Sea beach, Norfolk

5 Littlehampton beach, 

6 Lundy Island beach, bristol  

7 Luskentyre beach, Isle of Harris

8 Priory Bay beach, Isle of Wight

9 St Ives, Cornwall

10 Slapton Sands beach, Devon

Britain’s Top 10 places to camp

1 Scotland

2 Dartmoor

3 London

4 Cornwall

5 The Lake District

6 The New Forest

7 Pembrokeshire

8 Norfolk

9 Snowdonia

10 Tired of tents? 

Try a tipi or wigwam

Britain’s Top 10 most common birds

1 Robin

2 Collared dove

3 Great tit

4 Goldfinch

5 Chaffinch

6 Woodpigeon

7 Blackbird

8 Starling

9 Blue tit

10 House sparrow

Britain’s Top 10 universities

1 Cambridge

2 Oxford

3 London School of Economics

4 St Andrews

5 Durham

6 Imperial College London

7 Warwick

8 Bath

9 University College London

10 Exeter
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