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Prime Minister ‘profoundly
disagrees’ with Archbishop’s book
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retreats for all
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THE ARCHBISHOP of York’s new book On Rock or
Sand has been criticised by Prime Minister David
Cameron.
In the book, Archbishop of York, John Sentamu asks

how, in a developed, first world country, there can be
such areas of poverty, to which Cameron defended
growth in the economy under his watch.
The Prime Minister said: “I profoundly disagree with

some of the things that they are saying,” adding: “We
are tackling poverty by giving 1.75 million more people
a job in our country — actually, under this government
inequality has fallen, so I don’t think the picture they
paint is accurate.”
In the book, Archbishop Welby attacks Cameron’s ‘all

in it together’ slogan. Welby said: “There is poverty
around the corner from every multi-million and multi-
billion pound industry -– individuals and families simi-
larly trapped in apparently inescapable circles of
despair,” he writes. 

“We cannot rely solely on the invisible hand of the
market to restore justice, for the market has no sense of
value other than net present value.”
Views expressed in the book have also been criticised

by Conservative peer, Lord Heseltine who called the
Church ‘out of touch’, disagreeing with the Archbish-
op’s views that beyond London, the rest of the UK has
been forgotten.
The Labour leader, Ed Miliband has welcomed the

book, saying: “Cameron used to say we were all in it
together. Today church leaders are saying they don’t
believe him. The country doesn’t either.”
Speaking of the book, Vice President of the Liberal

Democrat Christian Forum, Sir Andrew Stunell MP told
The Church of England Newspaper: “Growing inequality,
not just in Britain but worldwide, is one of the major
challenges for our generation. Archbishop Sentamu’s
book offers a timely and prophetic word to the nation.
The foundations of our economic and political systems

need to be realigned, and we must all be prepared to
make changes in our politics and in our lives for this to
happen.” 
Colin Bloom, the Chief Executive of the Conservative

Christian Fellowship, said: “John Sentamu is welcome
to his personal political opinions. However, it is a shame
that he makes such partisan political points, many of
which are out of date or just plain wrong.”
He went on, “It was a real shame that the Archbishop

of Canterbury got dragged into the arguments. I am
confident that Justin Welby wants to stay above the
party political stuff, even if The Archbishop of York is
seemingly happy to blur his party political allegiances
and his public office.”
He continued, “We have the highest regard for the

Archbishop of Canterbury and the Church of England.
However, On Rock or Sand is emphatically not an offi-
cial CofE publication, rather a collection of essays that
reflect the left-leaning bias of John Sentamu.”

HALF of respondents to an ITV
News survey thought it was
right that religious leaders
should speak out about econom-
ic inequality.
In the survey 25 per cent said

they disagreed and a further 25
per cent answered ‘Don’t
Know’.
The poll came after a new

book edited by the Archbishop
of York criticized the Coalition
Government’s austerity meas-
ures. However, respondents to
the poll were happier for them
to speak out against the frantic
scenes on Black Friday at the
end of November. 
In the book, [i] On Rock or

Sand, Archbishop Sentamu
said: “Has he created us to be
people who go to Black Friday
to fight with each other because
they want the biggest bargain?
“No – that’s the rule of the

jungle, we left that behind.”
While 65 per cent of respon-

dents welcomed the comments
about Black Friday a slightly
smaller number – 63 per cent –
said that the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York were right
to say that Britain “has become
dominated by consumerism and
selfishness”.
The poll also found some cyn-

icism about the role of religion
in the modern world. Only 24
per cent agreed that religion
was a force for good in the
world, with 50 per cent dis-
agreeing. Just over a quarter
(26 per cent) replied ‘Don’t
Know’.
However, Christianity fared

better. Some 39 per cent agreed
that it was a force for good, with
30 per cent disagreeing. A simi-
lar number, 31 per cent, were
unsure.
Another survey this week,

ahead of Monday’s consecration
of Libby Lane, pictured, as the
Church’s first woman bishop,

found that women were more
likely to believe in a faith than
men.
The poll of 9,000 people in

their 40s by the UCL Institute of
Education found that 60 per
cent of women believe in life
after death. Among men it was
only 35 per cent.
More than half (54 per cent)

of the men surveyed said they
were atheists or agnostics, com-
pared to only a third (34 per
cent) of the women.
Professor David Voas, who

analysed the survey responses,
commented: “Among believers,
women are also much more
likely to be definite than men,
and among non-believers, men
are much more likely to be defi-
nite than women.”
For example, not only are

men twice as likely as women to
say that God does not exist, but
male atheists are far more likely
than female atheists to say that
they definitely do not believe in
life after death (63 per cent ver-
sus 36 per cent). 
Professor Voas, of the Insti-

tute for Social and Economic
Research, University of Essex,
said: “It is unhelpful to think
simply in terms of ‘believers and
non-believers’. When it comes
to religion, the labels that are
attached to individuals need to
be far more carefully worded.”
He suggested seven cate-

gories: Non-religious, unortho-
dox non-religious, actively

religious, non-practising reli-
gious, non-identifying believers,
nominally religious and
unorthodox religious.
“A high proportion (71 per

cent) of those who described
themselves as ‘evangelical’ —
Baptists and certain other
Christians were included in this
category –had no doubts about
God’s existence,” he said. 
“However, only 33 per cent of

those who identified themselves
as Roman Catholics had no
doubts. And the figure for Angli-
cans was even smaller. Only 16
per cent of them said they had
no doubts that God exists.”
He added that a substantial

proportion of teenagers who
reported that religion was an
important part of their lives at
age 16 became relatively unreli-
gious adults.
ComRes interviewed 2,036

British adults online between
16th and 18th January 2015. 

Poll finds support for religious leaders to speak out on inequality
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11amGreen Christian work-
shop on the topic of
energy use in the
home environment
and how this ties in
with economic justice
in the housing sector.
St Aloysius Church,
20 Phoenix Road,
London NW1 1TA,
Open to the public,
but places need to be
reserved.

7.30pm Canterbury Choral
Society. Berlioz L’En-
fance du Christ, Can-
terbury Cathedral.
Ticket Information:
Tickets from the Mar-
lowe Theatre on
01227 787787 or
http://www.canter-
buryticketshop.com

7.30pm Café Theologique
talk, Zero Degrees
Bar, University of
Reading Chaplaincy,
by the Rev Ian Mobs-
by.

9.15am Combating Loneli-
ness conference,
Hereford Shirehall,
£35.

7.30pm Cockermouth Har-
monic Society and
Christ Church, Cock-
ermouth.

6.30pm Open Lecture:
Chaucer and other
medieval authors’. By
Peter Brown, Univer-
sity of Kent. At Can-
terbury Cathedral.
Free.

7pm Christian Political
Engagement – A con-
versation with The Rt
Hon Frank Field MP.
Truro Cathedral, tick-
ets are £5 on the door.
Chaired by The Very
Rev Roger Bush,
Dean of Truro.

6.15pm Informal Recital. Per-
formed by: Angeline
Kanagasooriam,
Nicholas Todd and
Stephen Matthews.,
Canterbury Cathe-
dral; free.

THEDIARY

24 January

28 January

13 February

31 January

Send your events to
cen@churchnewspaper.com
or Tweet @churchnewspaper
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Diocese of Hereford
It is a national problem, but a new conference in the diocese is
aiming to find ways of tackling loneliness, especially in rural
communities. With an opening speech from the Bishop of
Carlisle, James Newcome (the Archbishop of Canterbury’s
health ambassador), contributions will also come from
psychiatrists, Age UK and Dr Stuart Burgess, former chair of
the Commission for Rural Communities, among others.
Organiser Wendy Coombey said: “Loneliness can affect people
from all age ranges and different backgrounds. And there are
some simple ways that local communities can work together to
put in place simple actions and activities, for example,
neighbourhood schemes, parish nursing, lunch clubs, knit and
natter groups.”
The conference takes place at Hereford Shirehall on 31 January.

Diocese of Oxford

The Oxford Academy is celebrating the New Year
with an OFSTED report that is an official record of
improvements at the school in Littlemore, Oxford.
The school, which was previously in special
measures, has been recognised for the
improvements that have taken place. Ofsted noted
that staff and students say that they welcome the
unrelenting efforts of the new principal, Niall
McWilliams, to ensure that every student is valued
and their needs are met, whatever their background
or ability.

Diocese of Blackburn
St Aidan’s Primary School, Mill Hill, is the latest to
join the Cidari Multi-Academy Trust. The Trust was
set up last year by the Diocesan Board of Education
for The Church of England in Lancashire.
Rachel Senior, Headteacher of St Aidan’s said: “As a
school that encourages and celebrates a love of
learning, where each pupil is known and cared about
as an individual we are delighted to be joining
Cidari.”

Diocese of Durham
Fancy being a monk for a day? That was the offer
taken up by Christians in Sunderland as St Peter’s in
Monkwearmouth held a Monastic Experience day on
10 January. The church, which has been a place of
Christian worship since 674AD, held the event as part
of its celebrations surrounding Benedict Biscop, the
Patron Saint of Sunderland and founder of the original
monastery.
Led by Fr George Guiver and Br Philip Nichols of the
Community of the Resurrection in Mirfield nr
Huddersfield, the day included monastic-style
worship, a silent lunch and presentations on what it is
like to be a monk in 21st Century Britain in
comparison to their 1st Century counterparts.
Fr George said: “The programme was designed to
teach something about monastic life, to show that it
has got things in it for everyone that can help people
live the Christian faith in times when it’s a challenge.
Also to give people a little bit of an experience of what
our life is like.”

Diocese of Rochester
Bishop James Langstaff will be sleeping out in Bromley in support of
Homeless Sunday across this weekend.

Diocese of York
The Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu, has met
67 Year 12 Students from Archbishop Holgate’s who
are undertaking the Post-16 Young Leaders Award
developed by his Youth Trust.
The Archbishop talked to the students about his faith
and ministry in the Church of God, with a question
and answer session to follow. The Head Boy and Girl
then accompanied the Archbishop as he visited the
Spiritual Garden.
Dan Finn, Director of the Youth Trust, said: “The
Young Leaders Award encourages learners of all ages
to develop leadership skills and to serve others
around them. It’s great that Archbishop Holgate’s
have chosen to offer the Young Leaders Award as part
of its Post-16 education, in addition to the Key Stage 3
Award in school.”

Diocese of Canterbury
A charity that helps young people and
adults to develop their skills, raise
their aspirations and encourage them
to maximise their potential, has been
given £300 by Canterbury Cathedral.
The money went to charity CXK for
their new KickStart initiative. CXK
have pledged to match this donation,
doubling the amount donated by the
Cathedral.
Set up in September 2014, the fund
aims to remove barriers to
progression for young,
supporting their step into
employment, training and
apprenticeships.
Stephen Bell, CXK,
Director of Business
Development, said: “We
are delighted that
Canterbury Cathedral are
supporting the CXK
KickStart Fund. Their
generous donation will
ensure that more young

people are supported to maximise
their potential. Young people and
families are at the heart of everything
we do at CXK and we are excited to
be able to extend the support offered
to include financial assistance.”
Since 2013, the Cathedral has keenly
supported the work of CXK by
providing employment, work
placements, CV advice and mock
interviews.
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CAMPAIGNERS have denied claims by Lord Falconer that
his Assisted Dying Bill could be ‘carried over’ into the next
Parliament after running out of time in the House of Lords
on Friday.
Two thirds of Lords are now in favour of the Bill, which

the Church of England stands vehemently against. Despite
the Church’s fierce opposition, a YouGov poll among reli-
gious denominations taken by the University of Lancaster,
found that amongst the general public, 72 per cent of Angli-
cans voted in favour of assisted suicide as well as 56 per cent
of Catholics.
The Rev Dr Brendan McCarthy, the Church of England’s

national adviser on medical ethics, rejected claims that the
outcomes of the day’s debate were evidence that peers
backed a change in the law on assisted suicide.
He said: “The progress of the Assisted Dying Bill in the

House of Lords has revealed deep divisions and no consen-
sus amongst peers over the principle of legalising assisted
suicide.
“To argue that legalising assisted suicide is a ‘done deal’

and it is now simply a matter of providing Government time
for such legislation could not be further from the truth.”
Opposition to the planned law change was highlighted by

the Bishop of Carlisle last Friday when he wrote on The
Huffington Post: “We cannot change laws to accommodate
the few at the expense of the many. ‘Compassion’ is at the
heart of the arguments against this Bill as well as those for
it.”
‘Carry over’ legislation is rare, but supporters of Lord Fal-

coner believe it could be a real possibility because of the
depth of feeling in the Upper Chamber. In 2006, 60 per cent
of Lords were against the Bill compared to 60 per cent cur-
rently in favour.

Row grows over
Assisted Dying Bill

AN AMBITIOUS target of recruit-
ing hundreds of younger clergy is
one of the items on the agenda for
next month’s meeting of General
Synod when it meets in Westmin-
ster.
The short meeting, running

from 1pm on 10 February until
5pm on 12 February, will spend
most of the time looking at the
task group work on four areas.
These will cover areas including
discipleship – seen as the basis for
all of the task groups’ work –
resourcing ministerial education,
simplification and demands on the
funds of the Church Commission-
ers.
The Bishop of Sheffield, the Rt

Rev Steven Croft, is behind the
Discipleship report, and this will
be the first item Synod debates on
Wednesday’s agenda. The morn-
ing will be devoted to small group
discussion, followed by examina-
tion in larger groups. Debate on
the floor of Synod will follow in
the afternoon.
This work is part of the pro-

gramme of reform and renewal,
under the banner of ‘In Each Gen-
eration’ – a project instigated by
the Archbishop of Canterbury.
Synod will be told: “The urgency
of the task facing us is not in
doubt.” Attendance is declining at
a rate of one per cent a year; the
age profile of churchgoers is sig-
nificantly older than the general
population and four out of 10 cler-
gy members are due to retire in
the next decade.
The first four of the task groups

are dealing with the discernment
and nurture of future leaders (the
‘Green Report’); resourcing min-
isterial education, deployment of
resources (Church Commission-

ers’ funds) and simplification. Fur-
ther reports will follow, with the
next one likely to be on evangeli-
sation.
The Green Report will not be

discussed at February’s Synod,
but the others will be.
The first report will look at

resourcing the future of the
Church. This will propose abolish-
ing the Darlow Formula. Instead,
Church resources will be focused
on a bias towards the poor. The
report says that the current
arrangements have a ‘perverse
incentive’ that penalise funding
where a diocese is growing.
Now, however, the allocation of

central Church funds will be
based on the resources of the gen-
eral population of the diocese,
rather than diocesan income.
In terms of ministerial educa-

tion, there will be a major push to
bring in a new cohort of ordi-
nands who are ‘younger and more
diverse.’ With a target of a rise of
50 per cent in numbers annually
until 2020, this was a ‘challenging’
target.
Currently just 100 ordinands a

year are under the age of 30, but
Synod will be asked to target
women under the age of 30 as
well, a figure that is currently
under-represented.
They also want candidates with

“a wider range of gifts to serve
God’s mission”, but Synod offi-
cials could not specify what these
actually were.
Ordinations will move to Sep-

tember each year, to give candi-
dates more time for study and
formation.
Perhaps the biggest report to

be discussed will be on ‘simplifica-
tion’. The main changes will be on

Common Tenure, but there will
also be measures on Pastoral
Reorganisation, the use of church
buildings, Payroll, Patronage and
Bishops’ Mission Orders.
However, there are plans to

reform compensation for loss of
office under a pastoral reorganisa-
tion. These new arrangements
would apply to all clergy, regard-
less of when they took office
“including clergy on historic free-
hold”.
Secretary General of Synod,

William Fittall, denied that this
meant the abolition of the free-
hold.
Church Commissioners’ funds

are also up for debate. The aim of
this is to free up some of their
income for a set period of time to
pay for mission efforts. In a state-
ment issued online, Andreas
Whittam Smith said: “One doesn’t
want to arrive in a situation when
a small Church of England has a
huge endowment. Our successors
might then wonder why we hadn’t
used our financial strength to
arrest the decline when there was
still time.”
Other items on the agenda

include an address by the Arch-
bishop of the Chaldean Diocese of
Irbil in Iraq; a report on the
‘Immersion Experience in India’
(which will include a report from
the Rev Libby Lane – the
Church’s first woman bishop);
legislation on safeguarding and
clergy discipline; and a Private
Member’s Motion on allowing
those who commit suicide to be
buried in accordance with Church
of England rites.
General Synod will sit at Westmin-

ster from 1pm on 10 February
until 5pm on 12 February

Magistrate disciplined
A Christian magistrate has been disciplined for expressing
the belief that children should be raised by both a mother
and a father.
Richard Page told colleagues behind closed doors during

an adoption case that he thought it would be better for a
child to be brought up in a traditional family rather than by a
gay couple.
He was then reported to the judges’ watchdog for alleged

prejudice, and was suspended from sitting on family court
cases. Justice Secretary Chris Grayling has now ruled that
he is guilty of serious misconduct.
The [i] Daily Mail, investigating the story, was warned off

by officials, who said the newspaper would be breaking the
law if they revealed what had gone on in the disciplinary
hearing.
The former Bishop of Rochester condemned the ruling:

“The Lord Chancellor and the Lord Chief Justice, by disci-
plining Richard Page JP, have declared war on even residual
notions of the faith having any place in our legal processes.
“Until the recent ‘equality’ legislation, the teaching of the

Book of Common Prayer was reflected in the law on mar-
riage. Now, even to allow such teaching to be taken into
account, in reaching a legal decision, is said to be ‘bigoted’
and ‘prejudiced’.”

Magna Carta
celebrated
New British citizens in
Brent were provided
with a facsimile of
Magna Carta in their cit-
izenship ceremony on
Tuesday. The special
Magna Carta Citizen-
ship Ceremony was
organised by the Lon-
don Borough of Brent to
mark the 800th anniver-
sary of the sealing of
Magna Carta,

THE BANKING sector has been accused of neglect-
ing parts of the country, ‘treating them, at best, as a
regrettable necessity’ and showing signs of ‘ineffi-
ciency and selectivity’ in its distribution of free cash
machines in wealthier areas.
The claims came from the Archbishop of Canter-

bury when he spoke at the ‘Financial inclusion: The
next move forward’ conference in London on Mon-
day.
Pointing out the correlation between bank control

of domestic and retail banking and ATM accessibili-
ty, Archbishop Justin Welby said: “They are called
financial services for a reason – they need to serve.”
Archbishop Welby highlighted the need for a peo-

ple-based financial infrastructure. Speaking of banks

focused solely on maximum profit, he said: “Such an
approach is narrow-minded and short-termist,
because sustainable societies are essential to the
large companies within them. It is also an immoral
approach. Banking has to be people-centred. The
pointer of the moral compass must be towards peo-
ple.”
In his address, Archbishop Welby highlighted the

Church’s role in creating a fair financial climate.
Welby cited the Lloyd’s Bank-funded Church Credit
Champions Network and LifeSavers programme,
which has recently been granted funding by the
Treasury.
In his address, Welby challenged the banks on

their moral and practical role within society.

Banking sector accused of neglect by Archbishop
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Affordable housing

The Bishop of Rochester has called
on the Government to do more to
ensure a good supply of affordable
housing in rural communities.
The Rev James Langstaff said it

was important for the sustainability
and vitality of rural communities of
a good mix of housing and housing
tenure. He told the House of Lords
that community land trusts are “a
valuable and perhaps essential way
of ensuring a continuing and
permanent supply of affordable
housing in rural communities.”
For the Government, Lord

Ahmad said: “We work with local
authorities to ensure that we
identify trusts which can take
forward development of the local
economy. The community right to
build was part of our localism
agenda and we are encouraging
that.
“However, I fully acknowledge

that there is a lack of affordable
housing in villages, which has a
knock-on effect on sustainability.
We are currently looking to deliver
more than 73,000 affordable homes
that have been provided for in rural
local authorities in England since
April 2010.”

Forced Marriage

The Bishop of St Albans asked the
Government if they collect statistics
on the number of British girls sent
abroad to marry each year.
Home Office Minister Lord Bates

said that the Forced Marriage Unit
had given advice in 1,302 cases in
2013. Some of these included
people at risk of a forced marriage,
those going through one and those
who have already been forced to
marry.

Citizenship

The ‘I will’ campaign has been
praised by the Bishop of Lichfield in
the House of Lords. He said the
campaign had “demonstrated the
impact that young people can have
in transforming their own
communities”. Lord Nash added
that active citizenship is an essential
part of the citizenship national
curriculum and all students should
have the opportunity of
participating in volunteering.

Council prayers

MPs debated the Local
Government (Religious etc.
Observances) Bill, last Friday and
three amendments were eventually
withdrawn. The Bill aims to put
beyond doubt the power of local
councils to begin meetings with
prayer. The amendments would
have limited prayers to three
minutes, require a two-thirds
majority in a vote and require
permission through a local
referendum. A clause by Sir
Edward Leigh to stress the Judaeo-
Christian tradition of the UK was
also withdrawn. The Bill now goes
to the House of Lords.

NEWS INBRIEF

THE CRISIS in A&E is down to patients
who cannot be matched to the services
currently on offer in emergency depart-
ments.
That was the conclusion of the Bishop

of St Albans, the Rt Rev Alan Smith, who
led a debate in the House of Lords on
Thursday, on the increasing pressures
on the accident and emergency services.
Bishop Smith spoke of how part of the

healthcare bottleneck is because of the
15-40 per cent of patients who cannot be
matched to services currently on offer in
the emergency departments.
Bishop Smith said: “Effective triage is

compromised by the presence of patients
whose needs do not fit the current serv-
ices offered in A&E departments. Until
quite recently, these individuals were
often referred to as ‘inappropriate atten-
ders’, but current research suggests that

it is not the patients who are inappropri-
ate, but the services that emergency
departments provide.”
The Bishop of Ely, the Rt Rev Stephen

Conway spoke about the challenges fac-
ing Addenbrooke and Hinchingbrooke
Hospitals. Bishop Conway spoke of how
the A&E department could only ease its
heavy demand by relief funding for beds
by the county council, though long-term
care needs are required to match the
increasing number of admissions, likely
to double in the next 20 years.
Bishop Conway said: “The immediate

problem for Addenbrooke’s recently, in
its critical incident over accident and
emergency, was the high intake of
unusually frail elderly patients in Decem-
ber. They took up more than 300 of the
700 adult beds available.”
Bishop Smith spoke of how Watford

General Hospital fell below the Govern-
ment’s target of 95 per cent of patients
seen in four hours and urged the Lords
to take a stance aside from political argu-
ments about the NHS in the media, and
see the undisclosed needs and frustra-
tions of those closest to the brink of A&E
care.
Bishop Smith said: “I am well aware

from talking to doctors and nurses and
visiting hospitals that the widespread
coverage in the media about A&E
departments has not only been frustrat-
ing for many of those front-line people
but profoundly demoralising.”
He added: “Much of the debate in the

other place has, not surprisingly, been
highly politicised because we are
approaching an election. I hope that, in
this debate, this House can stand back
and take a more dispassionate view.”

‘‘HHoossppiittaallss ttoo bbllaammee
ffoorr AA&&EE ccrriissiiss’’

THE GOVERNMENT’S plans
for Temporary Exclusion
Orders have been questioned
by the Bishop of Durham.
Under the plans the Govern-

ment will take new powers to
deal with people suspected of
engaging in terrorist-related
activity abroad. Such individu-
als might be blocked from
returning to the UK, put on ‘no
fly’ lists or having their return
to the UK placed under control.
However, the Bishop, the Rt

Rev Paul Butler, said that he
shared “with many others the
concern that there is currently
no check by any court or some
other judicial means on the
decisions made by the Home
Secretary.”
He acknowledged the need to

have ‘some kind of handle’ on
those returning to the UK after
fighting in other countries.
However, he warned that these
were on the verges of interna-
tional law in rendering people
temporarily stateless.
In a debate in the House of

Lords on the new measures, he
said: “I strongly believe that
some form of judicial review
and appeal is needed. I share
the overall concern of the Law
Society about the judiciary’s
lack of ability to scrutinise deci-
sions on a number of matters in
the Bill. I hope that serious con-
sideration will be given to cor-
recting this omission in
Committee.”
He referred to the events in

Paris, but said it was also impor-
tant to keep a global perspec-
tive, as the fresh attacks by

Boko Haram in Nigeria had
demonstrated. Some 2,000
were killed in that latest atroci-
ty.
He cautioned: “As we consid-

er the latest set of government
moves to strengthen the laws
which guard our people against
terrorist acts, we have to hold
our nerve in our convictions
about liberty, equality and fra-
ternity, and look steadily at the
changes being proposed.
“These matters are too seri-

ous for us to polarise or politi-
cise issues beyond what is
justified in legitimate debate.”
Highlighting the interfaith

solidarity against terrorism, he
said: “This groundswell of com-
munity building is, and is seen
by faith groups as, the most
powerful force against radicali-
sation, especially among young
people, on whom so much of
the sense of risk tends to be
focused.”
He welcomed the increased

resourcing of Home Office-
driven work through the Chan-
nel programme to identify and
intervene in the lives of people
at particular risk of radicalisa-
tion. However, he warned that
the resources going in that
direction seem to be much
greater than those going
towards the community work
that he said is so fundamental
to long-term prevention, “and
that does not carry the risks of
fuelling narratives of persecu-
tion and heroic resistance”.
He said that countering radi-

cal terrorism is a long-term
grass-roots matter.

WITH SUPERMARKETS cutting the price of milk, the
Bishop of St Albans has raised concerns that it could affect
the long-term sustainability of milk production in the UK.
Farmers have been complaining in recent weeks that

their margins are being cut, and one of the distributors,
DairyCo, last week halted payments to farmers.
The Bishop called on the Government to draw together

dairy farmers, processors and retailers “so that we can
guarantee the long-term viability of our dairy industry and
also ensure that the prices of milk reflect the costs of pro-
duction.”
Defra Minister Lord De Mauley said that while the Gov-

ernment shared farmers’ concerns over milk prices, “the
long-term prospects are good, with exports at record lev-
els”.
He said that the price pressures were partly caused by

volatility in the global market but the Government was
working closely with the industry.
The Bishop warned, however, that any loss of capacity to

produce milk due to the very low prices of imported milk
could not easily be turned back on again.
Lord De Mauley added that DairyCo has offered advice

and assistance to farmers in cash-flow planning and volatil-
ity management.
“Other actions in hand include investigating whether the

seasonal cyclicality of prices lends itself to the use of
futures markets to smooth the price curve, and we are put-
ting pressure on the Commissioner to accelerate the
improvement of country-of-origin labelling.”

Government exclusion
orders questioned

Bishop’s worry over pressure
on dairy farmers



THE CHAIRMAN of the National
Council of Churches in the Philip-
pines, the Most Rev Ephraim Fajuta-
gana, Obispo Maximo (Supreme
Bishop) of the Iglesia Filipina Inde-
pendiente – a church in full commun-
ion with the Anglican Communion –
led the delegation of religious leaders
greeting Pope Francis to Manila, dur-
ing the pope’s tour of the Philippines.
Over six million people greeted

Francis on his tour of Asia’s largest
Christian country last week.
Bishop Fajutagana told TV5 of

Manila he had “brought letters from
political prisoners who are on hunger
strike” to the Pope, as well as “letters
concerning the desaparecidos, (the
disappeared, those kidnapped and
killed by paramilitary gangs), from
peasants, the urban poor, workers,
and women’s organisations, all gener-
ally asking for respect for human
rights and the dignity of all human
beings.”
The Pope’s concern for the poor

was especially important in the Philip-
pines, Bishop Fajutagana said.
“Maximisation of natural
resources must be in favour of
our least fortunate brothers
and sisters,” he said.
Corruption and crony capi-

talism was killing the Philip-
pines. “Like all Churches,
even Jesus Christ had tried to
address the issue, telling
those around him magsisi
kayo ng kasalanan (repent).”
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Nigerian bishops debate Boko Haram threat Bishop on manslaughter
charges is granted bail

THE THREAT posed by Boko
Haram to the people of Nigeria
was the focus of discussion at last
week’s meeting of the House of
Bishops of the Church of Nigeria.
At their meeting the bishops

reviewed the toll taken on the
church in Northern Nigeria by
the extremist Muslim group. On
3 January Boko Haram overran
the towns of Baga and Doron
Baga in north-eastern Nigeria on
Lake Chad.
Amnesty International reports

that hundreds of people were
killed in the attack while satellite
photos show the town being
destroyed.
Amnesty International released

aerial photographs of the town,
one of Baga taken a day before
the attack and the second four
days later. “These detailed
images show devastation of cata-
strophic proportions in two
towns, one of which was almost
wiped off the map in the space of
four days,” Amnesty Internation-
al’s Nigeria researcher Daniel
Eyre said.
More than 3,700 structures

were damaged or completely
destroyed: 620 in Baga and more

than 3,100 in Doron Baga,
Amnesty said.
In his address to the House of

Bishops, the Primate of All Nige-
ria, Archbishop Nicholas Okoh
said the Church’s first action
should be to assist the survivors.
The Archbishop of Bendel and

Dean of the Church of Nigeria
Friday Imaekhai disputed claims
by the Obama administration that
this was not a religious war. In a
statement released by the
Church of Nigeria, the archbish-
op said: “Although people tend to
claim that what is going on in the
North is not a religious war,
everything happening points to
that direction where Churches
are burnt, people are forced to
renounce their faith, Christians
are recklessly killed with their
families scattered and Islam is
being forced on the people as the
mode of worship.”
He added “It is our prayer that

God would lead us through this
difficult time and give us credible
leaders that will make for stability
of the country and also make the
rule of law to operate where peo-
ple have freedom of worship and
serve their God in their own way.”

Pope welcomed in the Philippines

THE SUFFRAGAN Bishop of
Maryland has been released
from the Baltimore County Jail
after posting a $2.5 million cash
bond following her arrest for
manslaughter and drunk driving.
On 15 January Bishop Heather

Cook left the county jail and is
believed to have been admitted
to a private clinic for treatment.
No travel restrictions or condi-
tions were set for the bishop’s
release, apart from a ban on oper-
ating a motor vehicle.
Bail was paid on behalf of the

bishop by Dr Mark Hansen, a for-
mer Episcopal priest who had
been defrocked in 2005 after he
attempted to withdraw his Connecticut parish
from the Episcopal Church after the consecra-
tion of Gene Robinson.
In the autobiography she submitted to the

diocese as part of the search process, Bishop
Cook wrote: “Supporting me in my vocation is
my steady companion, Mark, a passionate
Anglican. After having dated in our 20s, life
took us different ways, but we found each other

again two years ago, and it
has been a great blessing.”
The Baltimore Brew report-

ed that in return for posting
the $2.5 million cash bond
Hansen paid a bail bondsman
$35,000 and signed a note
pledging payment of a further
$215,000, payable in instal-
ments of $1,000 for the next
215 months.
At her bail hearing on 12

January, the bishop’s attorney
asked bail to be reduced to
$500,000.
Assistant State’s Attorney

Kurt Bjorklund asked the
court to revoke bail for the

bishop, saying her having fled the scene of the
accident, coupled with a 2010 DUI arrest, made
her a flight risk. Bishop Cook’s actions repre-
sented “a reckless and careless indifference to
life,” the prosecutor said.
The court declined to modify the bail, noting

that having fled the scene of the accident, the
bishop displayed a callous indifference for
human life.
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Suicide burials
Sir, In your issue of 9th January con-
cerning ‘Burials for suicides next on
General Synod agenda’ you make at
the very start the deeply misleading
and erroneous linkage between my
motion and Lord Falconer’s proposals
for assisted suicide.
My motion is concerned solely to be

able to offer a Church of England
funeral to any family that requests one
whatever the circumstances of the
death. At present there is a canonical
bar on funerals of those ‘who of sound
mind’ have taken their own life,
although this is a matter of great sur-
prise to many clergy who continue to
offer much spiritual and emotional
support to families in tragic circum-
stances.
The ‘of sound/unsound mind’ quali-

fication is increasingly unhelpful as
the clergy are not qualified to make
such a judgement, coroners avoid
using it these days, modern medical
opinion is deeply sceptical as to the
validity of such a judgement and in any
case the coroner’s inquest is frequent-
ly after the funeral.
This motion has no relevance what-

ever to the assisted suicide debate and
I expect that the great majority of the
church who are deeply uneasy about
Lord Falconer’s proposals would
nonetheless want to offer Christian
compassion and support to the great
majority of suicides. It is surely an
unacceptable situation where we can
officiate at the funeral of a murderer, a
rapist, a child abuser or a person
whose life was scandalous in many
obvious ways. Yet not at a person who
has killed themselves.
My motion is about what may hap-

pen after death, Lord Falconer’s pro-
posals about before.
Mike Parsons,
General Synod,
Gloucester Diocese

Baptism
Sir, Canon Cook’s response to my let-
ter is so full of contradictions, it
deserves examination. Firstly the
Athanasian creed he finds so biblical,
owes its formation and endorsement
to a visible hierarchical church. This
understanding of the Church is some-
thing which Canon Cook dismisses.
Thus he affirms an understanding of
the Church, unknown to the episcopal
authors of the Catholic creeds.
Equally he suppresses the qualifica-

tion of Our lord as to how a person is
born again. That is, “Unless a man is
born of water and the spirit he cannot
enter the Kingdom of Heaven.”
Despite evangelical efforts to associ-
ate water with human natural birth,
the only authentic interpretation of the
text until the 16th century was that it
meant baptism. A fact affirmed in the

Nicene Creed, and throughout the
pastoral epistles.
The fact that evangelicals within the

Church of England dismiss this reality
was more than proved by the writings
of the late John Stott.
Whilst a person’s faith may grow

faint, and sin may cause us to wander,
there is a constant message within the
New Testament that we must seek
individual conversion. The fact that
some (even the ordained) tragically
lose their faith in every generation is
also evidenced in the New Testament.
However no Judas, Montanus, Arius
will ever disprove the validity of the
Catholic faith.
Robert Ian Williams,
Bangor

Creationist worries
Sir, Dr J Matthews (letters, 16 Janu-
ary) has again attested to the ‘fact’ of
creationism – a literal view of the six-
day creation in Genesis as opposed to
a theological belief.
As many founders of faith-based

Academies appear to subscribe to this
creationist view - so that it forms part
of the curriculum for such schools - I
wanted to find out more and sub-
scribed (for two years or so) to the
interesting and informative magazine
of Creation Ministries.
Creationists believe in a creation

date of around 4004BC and the global
flood around 2438BC. This is not
something I can accept although I
firmly believe that the Universe was
created (ie from nothing) by God
through The Word - Christ. It also
seems far-fetched to me that the geol-
ogy of earth as we see it today was in
fact laid down during the global
flood.

The creationist view is that death in
all the created order didn’t start until
the fall of man in Eden (I’m not sure of
the date for that particular event), so I
just wonder how Noah, a few years
later, was able to coat the ark in pitch
(but then perhaps the ‘resin’ he used
came from plants rather than from
dead organisms). I also feel that the
created order did in fact, initially, have
a ‘life-span’ before the fall. Why else
did God remove the Tree of Life from
the garden when expelling Adam?
In view of these specific dates for,

and a belief in, a young earth (which I
can’t accept - yet!) I can well under-
stand why governments are banning
this creationist view as being a ‘scien-
tific fact’ from school curricula. The
EU banned it in 2007 with Resolution
1580 and the UK Government in June
2014.
My difficulty with this literalist view

of the Biblical text is that I may have to
accept the Protestant anathema of
transubstantiation as set out by Christ
himself – see Matthew 26:26-28 et al.
Andrew Bloxham,
Emsworth, Hants

Coalition policies on austerity
Sir, John Sentamu’s book being issued for the General Synod rightly high-
lights the continuing social gaps in British society but fails, as it did with
Faith in the City, to recognise that such gaps cannot be filled until you
achieve a balance between supply and demand. If the State demands more
than the supply can produce where is the wealth to come from to fill the
gaps?
Time and again politicians and liberal thinkers within the Church have

encouraged the State to intervene by direct employment and the creation of
State institutions thus reducing the scope of the rest of society to produce
the wealth that can sustain this.
For all the faults of the present Government, and there are many, at least it

has recognised this fundamental fact, the results of which we can see in the
best employment figures in decades, low inflation and income that the State
can participate in through creative taxation.
The two Archbishops are giving a much needed jolt to all of us but let us

recognise that MrMicawber might, just might, be closer to the truth than we
are willing to accept.
‘The people of the State have rights and they are right to exercise them.

However the State has a mouth and a stomach with which to swallow and
digest them which it will surely do unless it is restrained in the powers it pos-
sesses,’ Anonymous: 18th Century
Timothy Royle,
Donnington, Glos
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And they that passed by reviled him, wagging
their heads… likewise also the Chief Priests
mocked him with the Scribes…

Jesus was scourged, mocked and spat upon in
the flesh, not merely in cartoons. Meanwhile mil-
itant Muslims are dispossessing and murdering
Christians all across the Middle East to the
extent that the cradle of Christianity is now
becoming devoid of our faith’s adherents. Does
the phrase “double standards” seem appropriate
here?

Is drawing cartoons of Mohammed a form of
religious persecution? Well, if so, it’s a flea bite
compared to slaughtering Christians by the thou-
sands. Besides, I recall Our Lord’s saying that
when we are persecuted, we should not whinge
but rejoice.

Making bad taste jokes about religion – any
religion – is offensive to the faithful. I, along with
a great number of others, was offended by the
Pythons’ film The Life of Brian, but I didn’t go out
and attempt to behead John Cleese.

I found the book The Last Temptation of Christ
distasteful, but I didn’t demand that all copies of
it should be burned.

I find particularly offensive all those sleazy
books and movies which claim that Jesus was
homosexual or/and secretly married to Mary
Magdalene. So what? There will always be people
who make money out of offending public decen-
cy.

What should we say to people who get offend-
ed when their religion is mocked? Get over it.
Grow up. That’s what.

The world, the public domain, is a rough-hewn
sort of place and we mustn’t expect to be treated
with kid gloves. I must say though that I find our
politicians’ sudden passion for free speech faintly
amusing, for these are the same politicians who
have so circumscribed our utterance by the
invention of pseudo crimes against political cor-
rectness that if I tell a joke about a Jew or an
Irishman I’m likely to find myself in trouble with
the law. When we examine the matter closely, we
see that this passion for free speech is not as free
as it looks.

The new politically correct establishment goes
so far as to rewrite history. Group Captain Guy
Gibson’s black dog in the film The Dambusters no
longer gets a mention by name. And Enid Blyton
would never get away with that title Ten Little
Whatsits these days. If I were merely to write that
word in this article for the sake of making my
meaning more plain, The Church of England
Newspaper’s security screening would block my
email.

Free speech? What free speech?
As for that big rally last Sunday in Paris, what

was it except the Dianafication of a debased and
sentimental notion of freedom, that old French
republican whore La Liberte?

It’s worth taking another look at those events
in France of 1789 and those other events of 1793
and reminding ourselves that, whenever we hear
the hysterical and mawkish cries of Liberty,
Equality, Fraternity, the next noise we will hear is
the rumble of the tumbrils. The French appetite
for gooey chic has truly sated itself recently with
the Mayor of Paris’ proposal to make Charlie
Hebdo an honorary citizen of Paris – one of the
highest accolades French civic society can con-
fer.

While we’re at it, we might also take a second
look at Charlie Hebdo. Far from being the
paragon of political virtue, which almost every-
one seems to be claiming for it, Charlie Hebdo is a

scurrilous, irresponsible scandal sheet that
belongs in the gutter. It is no upright defender of
the secular ideals of the Republic, but the blas-
phemer of all religions, Muslims, Christians,
Jews without discrimination.

When Roman Catholic extremists defaced that
obscene “work of art” Piss Christ, Charlie Hebdo
printed a cartoon of the Bible, the Qur’an and the
Torah surrounded by lavatory paper and cap-
tioned it “All religions down the shitter!”

And so at last we come to the crunch. Does
Charlie Hebdo really believe in free speech? Up to
a point, Lord Copper. Only up to a point. Not
when it comes to freedom of speech for Marine
Le Pen’s National Front party, against which it

organised a petition of 160,000 names to have
that party banned. And so the kettle calls the pan
black. (Am I allowed to say black, by the way?)

We should remind ourselves of what the real
issue is behind all this blather. It is not “democra-
cy” and the right of infantile satirists to poke
tasteless and rather unfunny fun. Satirists?
Aristophanes, Rabelais, Swift and Sterne were
satirists. This French lot are just schoolboys who
like saying “Bum!” They are not the issue.

The issue is a war against civilisation across
three continents. Innocent people by the tens of
thousands being murdered in Nigeria, Mali,
Sudan, Somalia, Libya, Yemen, Syria, Iraq,
Afghanistan and Pakistan by a barbarism that
wants to turn the world into a charnel house.
Already we must credit this barbarism with much
success.

The authorities lie to us and tell us that our
murderers are a mere handful of criminal psy-
chopaths and that their barbarism has nothing to
do with Islam, the well-known religion of peace
and love. We are told that “Most moderate Mus-
lims” don’t support terrorism. For instance that
“only” 10 per cent of French Muslims support
violence. That’s 10 per cent of six million. That’s
“only” 600,000 French Muslims who support ter-
rorism in one country alone. Are you reassured?

Who are these moderate Muslims anyhow?
Are they the multitudes who danced in the
streets throughout North Africa, the Middle East
and Pakistan after 9/11 and again after 7/7, after
the Bali bomb, the Mumbai shopping centre
slaughter and the carnage on the trains in
Madrid? Are they to be numbered among those
Muslims who purchase tens of thousands of t-
shirts depicting the twin towers ablaze?

The fact is that either we confront and defeat
the violent Islamic insurgency or western civilisa-
tion is finished. Meanwhile Je ne suis pas Char-
lie.

How should we react when
religion is mocked?
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The increasing cost of turning to Christ

Is evangelism going out of fashion? A theological universalism
seems to be finding its way into the Church of England, through
teaching in theological colleges and the higher echelons of the
cathedral close and boards in Church House, Westminster. The
idea proposed is that prior to the coming of the Gospel to regions
with other faiths and religious practices, ‘God was already there’. In
the 19th Century FD Maurice proposed a Christo-universalism,
interpreting the text, ‘As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all
be made alive’, 1 Cor 15.22, to mean that just as all are in Adam so
all are now in Christ, whether they know it or not. This has been
extended to mean that God is present in all religions and cultures,
that Christ the Logos is hidden there, and therefore – to be brutal-
ly honest – the Gospel is not really needed at all.

This is different from the early teaching of Justin Martyr thought
to have died 165 AD, who taught that the Logos was indeed univer-
sally present in the universe, sustaining all things and prompting
what is good in the Graeco-Roman culture, but that the consumma-
tion of this was in Jesus Christ, the Logos become flesh. Therefore
we need to turn to Christ, the fulfilment of all philosophy and cul-
tural insight, however sophisticated or crude it may be.

Indeed he taught the devil is at work, and at work in defaming
Christianity and undermining its truth claims in the eyes of the
authorities. Today’s Anglican universalists do not go along with
Justin’s Christus Consummator doctrine, for which of course he
suffered martyrdom. The early Christians would not even formally
agree to worship the emperor however minor a gesture was
required.

Taking the Gospel message overseas is now a rather embarrass-
ing idea in some quarters, and here in the UK the preferred mes-
sage is to be hospitable to other faiths – not just to the people who
practise them but to their ideologies. Presenting the claims of
Christ to an adherent of another faith is almost certainly now close

to a hate crime, an offence. Perhaps the era of Justin
Martyr is not that far away: the authorities require wor-
ship at the shrine not of the Emperor but of the doctrine
of diversity and cultural relativism, Christian unique-
ness is offensive to the law of the land: maybe Justin’s
conviction that the devil is in fact abroad in all sorts of
anti-Gospel ways deserves a dusting off?

Islam is said to teach that religion cannot be com-
pelled, but on the other hand there is a powerful dead
hand of the apostasy laws, death if one leaves Islam in
the cultures such as Saudi Arabia. In his book Seeking
Allah, Finding Jesus Nabeel Qureshi tells of the many
women he knows who are interested in Jesus but fearful
of the cultural backlash of turning to him. People are
free to become Muslim here, but is there freedom –
even legally – the other way? Conversion to Christ is
becoming again a costly business, here and globally.Co
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Controversial Debate
Some debates generate heat before they even begin. This has happened in
the case of a debate on the establishment of the Church of England due to
take place at the Cambridge Union on 29 January.Mail columnist Peter
Hitchens has pulled out after learning that he was to speak in defence of the
establishment on the same side as the atheist Stephen Fry. Hitchens would
have been prepared to take Fry on in debate but could not stomach having
him as an ally. Their mutual hostility goes back a long way. Hitchens has
called Fry ‘a stupid person’s idea of what an intelligent person is like’ and
says he has always disliked Fry’s actions, writings and opinions and that

he made a special effort to avoid him at the funeral of his atheist
brother, Christopher. Peter was the only Christian at this event but
Christopher’s widow suggested he make a contribution which he did
by reciting the eighth verse of St Paul’s Letter to the Philippians which

Christopher had chosen for their father’s funeral 25 years before.
Unfortunately the two men did come into contact and inevitably
clashed (over Fry’s conduct in a debate about the Catholic
Church among other topics) and later Fry posted an
uncomplimentary remark on Twitter about Peter’s presence at
his brother’s funeral. The big mystery is why Fry wants to
defend the establishment. Hitchens thinks he will say it is a
picturesque survival or ‘harmless frippery’ but Fry might
come out (like Dawkins) as a ‘cultural Anglican’ or argue in a
world of fanatical fundamentalism it is good to support
moderate form of religion. All will be revealed on 29 January.
Speaking against the establishment will be none other than

Giles Fraser.

Religious Best Sellers
Canadian writer Michael Higgins recalled days when religious books really did sell
when he spoke about Thomas Merton and Henri Nouwen at the University of
Roehampton last week. Higgins reminded his audience that Merton’s autobiography
The Seven Story Mountain, written when he was only 32, sold 200,000 copies in its first
year and remain on the New York Times best seller list for 12 months. A
shortened British edition, Elected Silence, was edited by Evelyn
Waugh. Nouwen was also a best-selling writer with works like The
Wounded Healer and Return of the Prodigal, which were popular on
both sides of the Atlantic. Higgins made series of CBC radio
programmes about Nouwen, Genius Born of Anguish, which won a
Gold Medal at the New York festival in 2013 for the best radio
programme in the information documentary/religion category,
beating entrants from the BBC and from Deutsche Welle.
Higgins revealed that he has been asked to write
Nouwen’s autobiography although when he met the
famous Dutch theologian he didn’t actually like him. He
described Nouwen as someone without a sense of humour
although he had great insight into people who were
troubled. Short biographies of Nouwen, who died in 1996,
have already appeared but an official biography with
access to all his papers will be a major religious
publishing event.
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Women take over
It has been widely reported that Dawn French is to return for a special
episode of the popular comedy about a woman cleric that has changed
its name to Bishop of Dibley. But ordained women are all over the media
at the moment. The second episode of Silent Witness featured a woman
deacon as one of the murder victims. The plot line of Birds of a Feather
has taken an intriguing new turn with the appearance of a daughter of
long-running character Dorien Green (played by Leslie Joseph)
abandoned at birth. The daughter was seen wearing a clerical collar. So
far Dorien and her daughter have not actually met but the young woman
vicar has the same taste in high heels and short skirts as her birth
mother. Unfortunately plans for a woman bishop to appear on The
Archers have been scrapped. According to the Daily Mail, the idea was
dropped when it was announced Libby Lane was to be Bishop of
Stockport. Ambridge wanted to be the first to have a woman bishop and
couldn’t accept being overshadowed by someone else. There are
rumours that Ambridge is not alone in this. Quite a few places are
miffed that they will not have England’s first woman bishop. In the past,
Princess Margaret (not a supporter of women’s ordination) had a walk-
on part on The Archers and some years ago the Queen revealed that she
listened to the omnibus edition.

Controversial Cleric
Charles Reed, C of E adviser on foreign policy, gave Nigel Biggar’s In Defence of War a
surprisingly friendly review in the latest issue of the prestigious Journal of Theological
Studies although Professor Richard Evans has not been so charitable about views on the
First World War Biggar expressed in the same volume. Now Biggar (who is Regius
Professor of Pastoral and Moral Theology at Oxford) has strengthened his reputation as a
controversial writer by his latest book, Between Kin and Cosmopolis: An Ethic for the
Nation State. Bigger sees a moral case for the second Iraq War but he does not judge
Ireland’s struggle for independence a ‘just war’, asking: “What grave and persistent
injustice beyond any peaceful remedy did the Easter Rising aim to fend off?” He is also
sceptical about the moral justification for the American Revolution, referring to the
‘morally complicated history of the war by which the American colonies seceded from the
British Empire’. He points out that the Americans were opposed to London granting
tolerance to Catholics in Quebec and to British readiness to protect Indian lands beyond
the Appalachians. Beggar’s book is published by James Clarke and Co, who do not seem to
be successful in getting their works into religious bookshops but it is well worth ordering
online. If the JTS decides on a review let us hope they assign the task to someone in
Ireland or the US.

JK Simmons is one of the hottest
Oscar® tips, for best supporting
actor, playing Terence Fletcher, a
bullying, racist, homophobic music
teacher in Whiplash (cert. 15). In the
Schaffer Conservatory in New York
(presumably a stand-in for Juilliard),
first year student Andrew (Miles
Teller) wants to be a great jazz drum-
mer – there’s a big picture of Buddy
Rich on his wall – and being in
Fletcher’s “studio band” is a step in that direction.

Fletcher’s methods would seem intolerable, shouting,
swearing, slapping and throwing things at students, but
it’s something the band members sign up for. As he
plays principals off against “alternates” – at one point
putting Andrew and two rivals through hours of com-
petitive rehearsal – the justification for putting up with it
is Fletcher’s record in getting his students into presti-
gious positions.

The film takes its title from Hank Levy’s composition
“Whiplash”, but Juan Tizol’s “Caravan” also features,
with Teller playing the drums himself (a step up from
playing in a church band - “Hard-rocking for Jesus,” he

says). Playing till his hands bleed, Andrew’s dedication
extends to a cold decision to finish with girlfriend
Nicole (Melissa Benoist) as he anticipates that she will
get fed up with playing second fiddle to his ambition.

Writer-director Damien
Chazelle got backing for the full
feature by making a short ver-
sion in 2013 and showing it to
funders – bizarrely that’s put the
screenplay in the “adapted” cate-
gory at the Oscars but in the
“original” category for a BAFTA.
It’s Oscar-nominated also for
best editing and best sound, and
best film, though Chazelle miss-
es out on a nomination for best

director (there are eight nominees for best film, only
three for best director).

Scenes with Andrew’s family show their lack of inter-
est in his career, though his father (Paul Reiser) does
his best (and Andrew got his first drum set at the age of
four). A family dinner scene may be the only one that
seems rather forced, as Andrew’s admission to possibly
the best music school in the world is not seen as an
achievement.

There’s repetition of a dubious story that Charlie
Parker’s success was kick-started by a drummer throw-
ing a cymbal at him. It’s noted that Parker died at 34
addicted to drugs and drink, prompting Andrew’s

response, “I’d rather die drunk, broke at 34 and have peo-
ple at a dinner table talk about me than live to be rich and
sober at 90 and nobody remembered who I was”.

It’s the relationship with Fletcher that matters. He
orders Andrew to turn up for an audition at 6am know-
ing it’s at 9, and as other band members arrive, they sit
with eyes down ready for when Fletcher enters on the
dot at 9.

From the start he’s intimidating Andrew for not keep-
ing tempo – “Are you dragging, are you rushing, or are
you going to play to my time?” In one scene he repeats
“Not my tempo” several times until they get it right (it’s
215 not 214 not 216).

It’s a towering performance by Simmons, softening
Fletcher’s brutality as he takes in news of the death of a
former student. Then there’s an issue of whether
Fletcher’s past behaviour was a contributory factor in
the death, and Andrew’s loyalty to his taskmaster is
tested.

The final scene, a public concert, captures the whole
essence of the film – and leaves us wondering whether
it shows Andrew’s determination, or that Fletcher has
simply had his methods vindicated. It may not be an
accurate portrayal of music school, and may not explain
much about jazz, but it’s a cracking film and Simmons is
just brilliant, in a film dubbed “Full Metal Juilliard” at
the Sundance Festival.

Steve Parish
Janey Lee Grace is away

FILM OFTHEWEEK
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ANDREW

CAREY
The election campaign has begun
and predictably the leadership of
the Church of England is drifting
leftwards.

The timing of publication of On
Rock or Sand, a collection of essays
edited by the Archbishop of York
with contributions by leading
Labour figures as well as church
leaders, including the Archbishop
of Canterbury, was a mistake. It
looks like a piece of election cam-
paigning and it simply is. In an
interview with The Telegraph, Dr
Sentamu acknowledges that his
social and political thinking could
be construed as ‘left-wing’.

“The truth of it is the theology of
where I am coming from. If God
has created us unique, [and] all of
us have got his image and likeness,
is it ever right that I should have
more when somebody else has
nothing?”

But I’m not sure how much sense
that makes in the light of the fact
that Jesus himself teaches that we have different talents
and gifts and these are rewarded in different ways. The
obsession with inequality is trendy and left-of-centre but
surely the Church’s priority should be poverty. To
stress inequality is to expose the Church of England to
the ridicule of hypocrisy when it pays cleaners less than
curates, less than incumbents, less than Deans, less
than bishops.

While it may be the theology of where Dr Sentamu is
coming from, I’m pretty sure that income inequality has
never been much of an obsession of the Church of Eng-
land in general and nor should it. An Oxfam report
takes this idea of inequality further with claims that the
world’s richest one per cent will soon own over 50 per
cent of the world’s wealth. Few of us are not uncomfort-
able with widening and often obscene gaps in income.
The best comparison to get us all harrumphing is the

contrast between the earnings
of a premiership footballer to a
nurse.

Yet we are taught not to covet
and we should certainly not be
vengeful on this point. After all,
it makes no economic sense to
pretend that this growing gap
is at the expense of the poor.
That view would entail arguing
that wealth is like a pie that is
always the same size and the
rich are having a much larger
proportion of the same pie over
time. In reality, people are
growing less poor.

According to figures pub-
lished on the Spectator website
this week (www.blogs.specta-
tor.co.uk, ‘What Oxfam doesn’t
want you to know’, Fraser Nel-
son, 19 January 2015) the pro-
portion of people in developing
countries living on less than
$1.25 a day has fallen rapidly
since 1990.

Fraser Nelson writes: “We are, right now, living
through the golden age of poverty reduction... We are
literally on the road to an incredible goal: the abolition
of poverty, as we know it, within our lifetime. Those
who care more about helping the poor than hurting the
rich will celebrate the fact – and make sure free trade
and global capitalism keep spreading so as to finish the
job.”

In quoting that last paragraph I’m just saying that
when it looks like the Church is engaging in election-
eering the best answer to that is to highlight the many
other voices who make our political discourse so
diverse.

When it comes to election campaigns and the mass of
background noise we’re all going to be hearing over the
next two months, churchgoers should accord their
leaders and ministers no special authority at all.

Synod scepticism
I’m a little sceptical about claims the February agenda
for the General Synod, with its raft of weighty propos-
als, amounts to a major reform and renewal pro-
gramme. Most people I meet, for example, are distinctly
underwhelmed by proposals to enroll clerical high-fly-
ers in MBA-style programmes of training. That is not to
say that there aren’t some pretty good proposals on
offer.

Back in 2010 the Coalition government announced a
grand repeal act to consign to the dustbin of history all
those unnecessary laws and regulations that had been
enacted unnecessarily by legislatively incontinent previ-
ous governments or had simply become redundant.

At the same time they announced a bonfire of quan-
gos, which they also failed to act upon in any significant
way.

The Church of England’s equivalent comes in the
Task Force report of the excellently named ‘Simplifica-
tion Group’, chaired by one of the Church of England’s
most knowledgeable practitioners of Synodical dark
arts – the Bishop of Willesden, Pete Broadbent.

The work of the Simplification Group is not finished
with in this first report, which aims to make it easier
and simpler to reorganise parishes, implement deanery
plans and less expensive to make clergy redundant
(amongst other slightly less controversial things). The
argument is that the Church of England is subject to a
great deal of time-consuming red tape and complexity,
which is cumbersome and impenetrable in its detail.

The danger is in giving too much power to bishops
and this will rightly be subject to plenty of Synodical
scrutiny, yet few can argue that it is a step in the right
direction.

I hope in future, the Simplification Group will make it
easier and less expensive for churches to apply for fac-
ulties, especially for minor changes to the fabric, and
thus make the lives of the Church of England’s hard-
pressed volunteers very much easier.

Revelation as Testimony
Mats Wahlberg
Eerdmans, pb, £12.99

Anthony Quinton once
wrote an essay on how,
when it comes to philoso-
phy, Britain most definitely
is an island. Existentialism
in its different forms is pre-
dominant on the continent;
analytical philosophy reigns
supreme here. Quinton had
a point but the divide is not
quite so straightforward as

he claimed. Wittgenstein came from Austria and there
have always been European philosophers in the analyti-
cal tradition. In Britain theologians have paid great
attention to Heidegger and to European philosophy,
some might even think they have paid too much atten-
tion.

Mats Wahlberg is a young Swedish philosopher and
theologian in the analytical tradition who is also a con-
vert to Catholicism. He has already published one book
on natural theology making heavy use of the work of
the South African-born philosopher John McDowell
and now he has turned his attention to revelation. He
writes clearly and argues well and has produced an
important study that no one who is interested in the

subject of revelation will be able to ignore in the future.
Central to his book is a defence of testimony as a

source of knowledge (here he again makes use of
McDowell) and a defence of propositions as a key ele-
ment in revelation. In this book Wahlberg enters more
into dialogue with theologians than he did in his book
on natural theology.

He devotes a chapter to what he terms ‘manifestation-
al theories of revelation’ and shows ways in which they
all fall short. Theories of revelation as history (Pannen-
berg), inner experience (Schleiermacher, Rahner),
inner conceptual experience (William Alston), dialecti-
cal presence (Barth, Brunner), and post-liberal theories
of revelation (John Milbank) are all subject to critical
scrutiny and the arguments made against them are for-
midable. Even Avery Dulles and Joseph Ratzinger are
subject to (mild) criticism.

Wahlberg admits that propositions do appear in mani-
festational theories of revelation because we cannot
have knowledge without propositions. But in manifesta-
tional theories propositions are not essentially revealed
by God. In Wahlberg’s account of revelation God does
reveal propositions. Wahlberg makes use of Nicholas
Wolterstorff’s book Divine Speech, which argues that
God has appropriated the books of the Bible to become
the medium of divine discourse.

Following Wolterstorff and Richard Swinburne,
Wahlberg claims that since it is impossible not to make
statements that do not depend on the presuppositions
of a particular culture and since all cultures have false
beliefs, we have to distinguish between the cultural pre-
suppositions and the divine message itself.

A key question for Wahlberg is how we can identify
someone as a divinely authorised spokesperson. He dis-

cusses this question with reference to the figure of
Jesus and argues that on the basis of his life and teach-
ing and the events which happened to him it is possible
to acquire testimonial knowledge of God’s existence.

Wahlberg offers a penetrating defence of miracles,
although he argues that while miracles are important in
giving evidence for Christianity, faith is not based on
arguments from miracles. Miracles mean it is not irre-
sponsible for us to believe in Jesus’ teaching although
they do not demonstrate that his teaching is true.
Wahlberg offers a very thorough critique of Hume’s
view of miracles.

So much is discussed in this brief book of 246 pages
that it is hard to summarise even the important points.
Critics, I think, will focus on the difficulties of accepting
historical testimony and claims that Wahlberg underes-
timates them. It is one thing to accept the testimony of a
contemporary we can cross-examine; it is another to
accept the testimony of someone who lived 2,000 years
ago when we cannot ask that person questions.

Critics will also probably argue that Wahlberg under-
estimates the difficulty of sorting out what is perma-
nently true from what is culturally relevant. Is it ever
possible to completely divorce form from meaning? He
never mentions the theory of Austin Farrer that revela-
tion comes to us in inspired images, images which were
very much part and parcel of the biblical culture.

But it is a measure of the importance of this stimulat-
ing work that it does inspire many questions. Having
offered us a bold book on natural theology Wahlberg
has now given us an equally bold work on revelation. It
deserves to be very widely read. One of the most
important theological works of 2014.

Paul Richardson

BOOK OFTHEWEEK
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Green Pastures is situated in the beautiful leafy area of Brank-
some Woods between Bournemouth and Poole on the Dorset
coast. It is just a 20-minute walk from 13 miles of glorious sandy
beach and within easy access to Studland Bay, the Purbecks,
Brownsea Island and Durdle Door, some of Dorset’s most
famous landmarks.
It was set up as a centre of Christian Healing in 1955 and, over

the years, we have become an established and much-loved cen-
tre that offers a place where individuals and groups from any
denominational background can come for every variety of event:
conference, parties, meetings, social events, church weekends
away and more. Everything we do at Green Pastures is based
around our vision of restoring, equipping and connecting Chris-
tians so that God’s kingdom can be established more in our lives
and communities. From led personal retreat times to quiet days,
teaching weekends and holiday weeks, there is something for
everyone.
On site we have an outdoor heated swimming pool (open April

to September) with an adjacent lounge with TV, games and art
materials, whilst inside the main house we have a variety of
meeting rooms and lounges that can host between two and 50
delegates. We follow a daily rhythm of prayer and all services
take place in the chapel, which is open 24hrs a day.
We offer a range of single, twin and double rooms, most of

which are en-suite, several being located on the ground floor.
Accommodation can be booked on a B&B, half or full board
basis. A cooked breakfast or porridge is available every day
alongside toast, fruit, cereal and yoghurt and we offer two-
course cooked lunches and dinners. Why not come and visit,
take a look at our website or call 01202 764776 and speak to one
of our team for more information
www.green-pastures.org
info@green-pastures.org

Restoring and
connecting Christians

By Kelsey Mangan

Rome’s skies were crystal blue upon my group’s
entrance into the Vatican Museums, but by the
time we made it through our unforgettable jour-
ney only dim night light filtered through the tall
picturesque windows.
I had been guided around the entirety of the

museums in a group of six by an experienced tour
guide and a stern, ‘all-business ‘St Paul’s guard for
over two hours. We wound our way through the
endless series of different rooms of the museum,
but there was one difference: we were deftly guid-
ed past roped-off areas and hurried past packed
tourist groups. Our guide related an infinite knowl-
edge of the surrounding 15th and 16th century art
as if she were discussing old friends.
But, in this early evening setting, we found our-

selves on our own. We were the absolute last peo-
ple in the Vatican Museums, as was made eerily
clear as heavy doors were shut with a thud and a
click as we exited each consecutive room.
As the early evening wore on, we saw bronze

sculptures, marble baths, and hallways of tapes-
tries and larger-than-life paintings. We were even
ducked underneath a rope, passed by scaffold-
ings, and brought through an inconspicuous door
to view the Pope apartment’s private chapel. A
crack in a wooden shutter revealed a stealthy view
through to the Pope’s private apartment.
However, there was one thing on our minds, and

it was saved for last.

We were guided down an empty staircase, steps
ringing out with palpable excitement in the air as
we were stopped outside an entrance. A sign read
“SISTINE CHAPEL” with the international symbol
for “no pictures” nearly shouting below.
After gazing at two guards blocking the doorway

in silence, they turned and cracked the doors open
for us to walk through. A group of six, a tour
guide, and a Vatican Museums guard: alone with
Michelangelo’s greatest work.
We were allotted 30 minutes alone in the room,

and in the first few we were asked to simply see.
Our every step rang out in this hallowed, global-

ly famous space. Alone, these frescoes are given
the chance to speak to the viewer directly. We all

Get the busiest Roman
attractions – all to yourself

Continued on page 11
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turned our heads up, mouths agape as
we searched for such famous works as
the “Creation of Adam.” The now rever-
berating voice was the only noise that
cracked the silence as she explained the
significance and artistry of the room.
In recent years, the popularity of the

Sistine Chapel has blown up to enor-
mous proportions. Many are put off at
the sight of queue for the attraction –
queues are known to snake for miles and
are often cut off without warning. They
have had to limit the amount of visitors
allowed per day. Yet on any average day,
there could be around 30,000 visitors to
the chapel. Visitors are forced to shuffle
through, body-to-body, necks craned up

in a desperate hope to get a good look
before they’re herded out.
Geraldine Torney made it her mission

to find a way around this.
Geraldine is a force of nature. The

Irish owner of Italy With Us is an expert
in hospitality and bewilderment. Within
five minutes of arrival, you can expect to
be sat down, glass of wine in hand, listen-
ing to a wild tale of her start in the busi-
ness.
She is an endless source of tales of

travel and conflict. She moved from Ire-
land to Italy and never looked back. She
fell in love with the country, and decided
to pursue a different kind of travel com-
pany.
With a smile, she calls herself an “anar-

chist by nature.” As a foreign female, she
rebelled against the patriarchal culture
of Rome to start her business and break
through the stale tour company model.
She used her connections with fellow
Irish people working in tourism to start
the early version of her private chapel
tours.
Today, she has expanded her company

far beyond her original scope.
I got a chance to see their additional

tour that takes tourists on a winding
walking tour through the Colosseum,
the Roman forum, and Palatine Hill.
Our tour guide directed two of us

tourists around the history-packed
Roman area with a nimble touch. She
thoroughly explained her vision of
“Rome as lasagne”: history on top of his-

tory on top of history – thou-
sands of years’ worth. Her
animated personality gave
life to the unbelievable – and
often hilarious – stories that
pepper Roman history.
From the forum, the travel

office whisked us away in a
private car to the Colosseum.
The looming, worn struc-

ture of “il Colosseo” is
incredible on its own, but
hearing detailed accounts of
its years as a forum for battle
and entertainment alike
makes it all the more worth-
while.

Through Italy With Us, we were able
to piggyback on the normal Colosseum
tours with added perks. They allow the
opportunity of seeing both the under-
ground caverns that housed warriors
and caged beasts awaiting battle and
access to the uppermost ring of the
structure, offering panoramic views of
the most historic area of Rome.
Our accommodation provided through

the company was just as impressive. We
were set up with Hotel Eden, a five-star
hotel with a Michelin-starred restaurant
right in the heart of Rome. It was the per-
fect place of recovery and luxury in the
midst of overwhelming days of tours.
The one thing that really struck me,

though, was the Sistine Chapel.

As a part of the Italy With Us tour, we
were able to see the important recent
renovations to the historic site. Typically,
visitors to the Chapel are only allowed to
see the famous frescoes by the little pre-
cious light that filters through the high
windows. Our night tour, however, was
able to see the new, 7,000 LED lights
installed on a lofty rail structure illumi-
nating the scene.
These lights ensured the frescoes

remained thoroughly imprinted in my
mind. Michelangelo’s notorious muscu-
lar nudes seem to lift away from the plas-
ter, reaching towards the viewer.
One thing is for certain: long after we

wandered in a silent daze from the Sis-
tine Chapel, long after the Vatican Muse-
ums closed for the night right behind us,
and long after we returned to the Italy
With Us office – the private tour seemed
like an absolute dream.

www.churchnewspaper.com Friday January 23, 2015 Feature 11

cceenn@@cchhuurrcchhnneewwssppaappeerr..ccoomm ffaacceebbooookk..ccoomm//cchhuurrcchhnneewwssppaappeerr @@cchhuurrcchhnneewwssppaappeerr

Private tour spe-
cialists Italy
With Us provide
exclusive tours
that offer an

opportunity to avoid the crowds accompanied by licensed
guides, all experts in their subjects.
The 8am VIP tours of the Vatican start from just €50 per per-

son for an early morning Guided visit to the Sistine Chapel and
the Vatican Museums. The normal opening time for the public
is 9am. If you choose the semi-private or private version of the
8am you will also visit St Peter’s. All three options enable you
to skip the line outside the museums and St Peter’s basilica
and they all go first to the Sistine Chapel.
Off-limits tours in the afternoon are €250 and the very spe-

cial after-hours tours €350 per person. These two tours offer a
privileged experience previously afforded only to VIPs such as
Heads of State, celebrities or Royalty. No waiting in line, no
crowds, no distractions. Price includes admission tickets and
at least 30 minutes in the Sistine Chapel with only your guide
and the rest of our small group. In the evening the Vatican
Museums are open to IWU guests only!
VIP tours of Ancient Rome include not only the normal area

of Colosseum but also the upper and lower levels (dungeons).
These levels are not open to the general public. Prices
start from €55 per person.
SPECIAL READER OFFER Church of England Newspaper

10% Discount Code to be inserted in the ‘Code’ field at the
checkout stage.
Discount code - coe123

Get the busiest Roman attractions – all to yourself
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Community of the Resurrection, Stocks Bank Road, Mirfield, WF14 0BN

OTHER RETREATS
Gardening Holidays 15 – 20 March; 31 May – 5 June

Holy Week Experience 28 March – 6 April

First Time Retreat 24 – 26 April

Pilgrimage Weekends 22 – 24 May; 12 – 14 June;
2 – 4 October; 6 – 8 November

Art & Craft Weekend 5 – 7 June

Young People’s Weekend 3 – 5 July

Monastery Week 7 – 10 July

Students’ Pilgrimage Weekend 4 – 6 September

Railway Weekend 11 – 13 September

Time with the Apples 25 – 27 September

Library Weekend 16 – 18 October

INDIVIDUALLY GUIDED RETREATS
24 – 30 May; 9 – 15/17 August; 18 – 24/26 October

CLERGY RETREATS
Pre-Lent Retreat 26 – 30 January

Trinitytide Retreat 8 – 12 June

Pre-Advent Retreat 16 – 20 November

PREACHED RETREATS
Lent Retreat 20 – 23 February

August Bank Holiday 28 August – 1 September

Advent Retreat 4 – 7 December

Prices start from £50.

Concessions and bursaries may be available.
We welcome individual and group visits and retreats
throughout the year. Please contact us for further details.

Registered Charity No: 232670

By Graham Gendall Norton

For around the last 10 weeks of 2014, ending on 25 Jan-
uary, the British Museum staged a tightly concentrated
exhibition: “Germany, memories of a nation”. It took
the visitor through 600 years of German history, using
around 200 objects ranging from great art to the more
humble and ephemeral.
The Director of the British Museum, Neil MacGre-

gor, is a celebrated art historian. Formerly Director of
the National Gallery — while there he made and pre-
sented the television series Seeing Salvation in 2000,
which showed how Jesus has been portrayed by some
of the world’s greatest painters — he moved to innovate
the idea of using objects, from the finest to the humble
to tell history’s tale.
In 2014 he seized the opportunity of the 100th

anniversary of the First World War, also, of the 25th
year of the fall of the Berlin Wall (9 November) to trace
Germany’s history through objects, culled from his
museum, German museums and elsewhere. This was
accompanied by a BBC radio series.
Want to listen? It is “indefinitely” available as a BBC

podcast. In his clever use of the mass media, he’s the
up-dated Sir Roy Strong of our day.
His book, of the same title, is an expanded illustrated

commentary and analysis of the main themes of the
exhibition. Brilliantly readable, it often is as if you are in
Germany itself: an armchair visitor.
Here’s an invaluable prompt to visit Germany: con-

struct your own itinerary from his intellectual insights,
the photographs, not just of objects, principally works
of art, also of monuments, buildings and their scenic
setting. Enter our competition below and one fortunate
reader will win a copy of the book.
The book begins with maps which mark the evolution

of the present Germany, the first, circa 1500. Though
this is emphatically not a territorial guidebook, it shows

hundreds of varied sized separate territorial entities,
many just cities, with secular or even ecclesiastical
rulers. Fragmented sovereignties, yet all were gathered
under the name of the Holy Roman Empire. They
included cities like Strassburg, (the German spelling!)
Prague and Königsberg, then German-speaking now
Russian Kalingrad.
The author in his pan-Germanic travels extends to

them, sees the surviving heritage, like the reworked
great Renaissance astronomical clock, three stories
high in the now Strasbourg’s very German Gothic
cathedral.
MacGregor has a section, Made in Germany, “which

shaped and transformed not only Germany, but the
world” . He rates first Gutenberg’s invention for Europe
of the modern printing press, with his great lectern-
sized Bible, published in Mainz in the early 1450s.
Sixty years later printers published Luther’s attack on

the sale of Indulgences. In the decentralised Empire
they could not be stopped. Neither could then the Ref-
ormation.
Dürer’s prints became the first mass-produced art-

works. The metal-workers who made the printer’s type
were ancestors, he says in the line of craftsmen who
made the world’s first internal-combustion engine, and,
before the war in 1914, raised Germany to what it is
again the greatest manufacturing and industrial power
in Europe.
But, before that, comes what MacGregor calls “The

Descent”. In the 18th century Goethe said: “Germany?
Where is it?” Echoed Schiller: “I do not know where to
find it”. However, faint beginnings of nationalism grew
in the Napoleonic Wars. Bismarck, to be celebrated as
the author shows as literally an iconic figure, who made
in 1871 a nation.
This, the book’s penultimate part, opens the door to

the tragedy of WW1, of the huge inflation in the nation-
al currency which followed (he shows local notes that

were more trustworthy) the intensification of anti-Semi-
tism (which, by the way, Bismarck loathed) the Nazis in
power, their vile depictions of Jews, and the modern art
they pilloried as “Entartete” (degenerate). Then, the
camps of death — he takes the reader to Buchenwald.
Finally, in “Living With History”, there’s a brief sec-

tion on how Germany (smaller now, losing much of its
east to Poland and Russia) lives with rising from those
ashes.

Win your copy of the book
Answer this question to enter our draw

to win our copy of this book (on sale at £30).
In which German city was the first printed Bible
published?
To enter, send your answer to Germany Competition,

The Church of England Newspaper, 14 Great College
Street, London SW1P 3RX, or you can email your
answer to cen@churchnewspaper.com, putting ‘Ger-
man competition’ in the subject line. The closing date is
10 February, but however you enter please include a
street address.
First correct entry drawn will win.

Germany: ideal reading before you visit!



Abbey House is the Bath &
Wells Diocesan Retreat House.
Situated in the grounds of Glas-
tonbury Abbey, our residential
guests enjoy free access to the
Abbey from our gardens. Our
own extensive gardens have a
summer house and a prayer
walk. Glastonbury Abbey is one
of the oldest Christian sites in
Britain and we see ourselves
continuing the work of the
monks by offering hospitality
and enabling people address
the deeper questions of life.
We can accommodate 34 resi-

dent guests in 18 single and
eight twin bedrooms. These are
all situated on the first floor,
though a stair lift is available.

We have a reputa-
tion for serving deli-
cious food and cater
for special diets.
Church weekends
away are particular-
ly welcome in 2016.
The public rooms

consist of St Dun-
stan’s chapel, which
can accommodate
up to 50 people; a
large sitting room
and library, both of
which afford views
of the Abbey ruins;
and a smaller meet-
ing room called the
Martin Israel Room.
There is also a cellar
chapel dedicated to
St Hilda. There is a
loop system and
audio-visual equip-
ment available to hir-
ers.
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Prefer Twitching to Tweeting? A new
series of retreats could be right up your
street! These new events are aimed at
birdwatchers and will combine worship,
biblical reflection and birdwatching. The
‘Even Sparrows’ retreats take their name
from the teaching of Jesus who told his
followers that God loves even sparrows.
Running from 6 March and 8 May on

Lindisfarne, they will be a unique retreat
sure to appeal to all those who enjoy the
natural world.

Organiser Mark Winter said: “Each weekend will be a highly enjoy-
able mix of reflections on birds found in the Bible, Celtic Christian
worship and guided birdwatching walks around Holy Island. We hope
these enriching weekends will help introduce Christians to the joys of
birdwatching and develop an appreciation of what Christian writer
John Stott has termed as ‘orni-theology’.”
Mr Winter, a keen ornithologist for over 30 years, is an active mem-

ber of his parish in Felton, Northumberland and he runs a guided
birdwatching business called Birdwatch Northumbria.
The first weekend retreat on 6-8 March focuses on OWLS, since

Short Eared Owls are a wintering speciality of the island. The second
weekend on 8-10 May focuses on DOVES - held at a time when breed-
ing Collared Doves and Woodpigeons are seen and heard around
Holy Island village. More details of both weekends can be found at
http://www.even-sparrows.co.uk

DIOCESAN RETREAT HOUSE
Situated in the grounds of Glastonbury Abbey

Abbey House

Programme of

QUIET DAYS & RETREATS
from February

plus space for Ind iv idua l or Group Retreat s

email : info@abbeyhouse.org
www.abbeyhouse.org
phone: 01458 831112
SatNav: BA6 8DH
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• Accommodation for over 100 guests
• Interesting Castle buildings and stunning Chapel
• Modern meeting, conference and function rooms
• Beautiful spacious grounds with walled garden
• In and outdoor games facilities
• Home-cooked food – Special diets catered for
• Well-stocked gift shop and comfortable licensed bar
• Ample free, safe parking for cars and coaches
• Friendly staff

Day or Residential
Conferences, Training
Events, Seminars,

School/College and Youth
Trips, Church Weekends,
Holidays, Individual Breaks
and B&B, Group Outings
and Special Celebrations

SNEATON
CENTRE

•  Accommodation for over 100 guests

A VERY SPECIAL VENUE

For further information tel: 01947 600051
e-mail: reception@sneatoncastle.co.uk
or visit: www.sneatoncastle.co.uk

Sneaton Castle Centre
Whitby North Yorkshire

YO21 3QN

Launde Abbey is a beautifully restored Elizabethan / Jacobean retreat house on
the borders of Leicestershire and Rutland, easily accessible from the A47, A1 and
M1.

If you are looking for spiritual refreshment and would like to spend time with like-
minded people in very comfortable surroundings, join us for one of our
programmed retreats or activity holidays in 2015.

Retreats and Holidays 2015
Looking Forward to Lent: led by Rosie Watson

(February 9th – 11th)

Beyond the Edge: a retreat exploring spiritual transition - led
by Andrew Mayes

(March 4th – 6th)

Holy Week Retreat: Sanctuary of the Heart -
led by Chris Webb
(March 30th – April 2nd)

Easter Retreat: led by the Launde Community
(April 2nd – 5th)

Exploring the Lord’s Prayer: led by Stephen Cherry
(April 13th – 15th)

John Bell Retreat: Faith & Faultlines – led by John Bell
(April 27th – May 1st)

Enneagram Retreat: led by Simon Parke
(May 5th – 9th)

Treasure in Clay Jars: led by Paul Swann
(May 12th – 14th)

Gardening Holiday: led by Brian Davis
(May 25th – 29th)

For more information and to book:
01572 717254 or visit www.laundeabbey.org.uk

Launde Abbey, East Norton, Leicestershire, LE7 9XB
Charity No: 1140918

A retreat with a treat
The Community of the Resur-
rection is relaunching its pro-
gramme of retreats for 2015.
Guests have been welcomed at
the Community’s mother
house in Mirfield, West York-
shire, since it opened in 1898
and the Superior, Fr George
Guiver, is very pleased with
the demand.
“It’s encouraging in such a

busy and fragmented world
that so many people see the
benefit of taking time out for a
retreat. Coming to Mirfield is
an opportunity not just to step
back from the hectic pace of
life but also to join with the
monastic rhythm of prayer. We
hope that everyone who stays
has a chance to deepen their
relationship with God as well
as gaining a new perspective
on their day-to-day concerns.”
This year, the Community

has broadened its programme
to include more themed weeks
and weekends alongside more
traditional preached or individ-
ually guided retreats. A
‘Monastic Steam Experience’
and ‘Time with the Apples’ sit

alongside Lent and Advent
retreats. Students’ and Young
People’s weekends are intro-
duced and a ‘First Time’
retreat is being trialled.
“We recognise that commit-

ting yourself to a week in an
unfamiliar setting can be
daunting if you have never
experienced a retreat,” says Fr
George. “This is a chance to
come and experience how a
retreat might feel – and guests
can spend their time as a
group, individually, or with
one of the brothers.”
Retreats are usually led by

one of the Anglican Communi-
ty’s 16 brothers, each with

their own interests and experi-
ences to share. As well as pro-
grammed retreats, individuals
and groups are welcome at
Mirfield throughout the year
for retreat, study or simply
time out. Accommodation – en
suite or with shared facilities –
is comfortable, food is freshly
cooked in the Community’s
own kitchen and the gardens
and grounds extend to more
than 20 acres.
“It has always been central

to our life of prayer and silence
to welcome people into it,”
says Fr George, “and we look
forward to welcoming more in
2015.”
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By Stephen Beach
New Wine

I don’t normally get excited about
the word “They”, but in Isaiah 61
there is an astonishing, gripping
and transforming “They” which put
a fire and a hope inside me when it
hit me for the first time.
“They will rebuild the ancient

ruins and restore the places long
devastated; they will renew the
ruined cities that have been devas-
tated for generations.”
Who are they? The poor, the bro-

ken-hearted, the prisoners in dark-
ness who have been set free by the
servant of the Lord – Jesus.
I have been the vicar of St

Budeaux Parish Church since 2001.
The parish is on the edge of Ply-
mouth, either side of the A38 dual
carriageway. In one direction I can
see the Tamar, the Bridge and
Cornwall; in another the dockyard
with its enormous new waste incin-
erator.
A local head teacher described

the area when I arrived as “inner
city with nice views” – a phrase that
captures it perfectly. It does not
have the vast estates of larger cities,
but there is a mixture of better
housing and pockets of severe
poverty close by each other.
The church building is 16th cen-

tury, and strangely enough it’s
where Sir Francis Drake got mar-
ried. The Sunday congregation is
usually somewhere between 80 and
100. In one sense, we are like lots of
places up and down the country try-
ing to work out what it means to be
a local church reaching out with the

good news of Jesus –

praying for the keys that will open
the way to serve and witness fruit-
fully in our community.
Our vision is based on four simple

phrases: Our vision is Jesus; He
loves us; Will you follow him; and
Will you help others follow him too?
Vision is the easy part. The hard-

er thing is actually doing it – and
keeping on doing it when things
don’t turn out to be easy, quick or
rip-roaringly successful – when
even our best moments don’t turn
out to be pain free. As one of our
young leaders says in a church
plant that is proving painfully slow:
“Nobody said it would be easy, but
does it have to be this hard?” So
where do we get the inspiration to
persevere?
We are always happy to pick up

ideas from anywhere we can. We
use resources from Alpha and
CPAS (Church Pastoral Aid Socie-
ty), and partner with CAP (Chris-
tians Against Poverty), and are
amazed at how we have seen our
Debt Centre working. We run the
New Wine Discipleship Year, and
the interns are getting a great
grounding in discipleship and are
making a difference in the church.
New Wine National Gatherings

and other events have given real
energy to pursue Jesus and the
power of the Spirit to me as a disci-
ple and vicar, to my family, and to a
growing proportion of our congre-
gation. And New Wine’s Urban
Forum that supports and encour-
ages those working in poorer areas
has been a godsend.
In fact, discovering and becoming

part of New Wine has been a life
saver and life changer for me. This

March there are five leadership
conferences across the country,
which will be a great way of encoun-
tering the presence of God and
equipping local churches to trans-
form our nation (find out more at
www.new-wine.org/lc15).
At the same time we have a grow-

ing confidence in knowing that our
church is unique. However much
we learn from others, or are
inspired by their stories, we still
have to hear from God and work out
what is actually right for us in this
particular place at this particular
moment. Ministry is doing what
you can, where you are, with the
people you have, with a real vision
to seek God and reach out – and not
dreaming unhelpfully of what
things could be like if you were
already somewhere else, with more
people and more resources.
For example, I love the ‘healing

on the streets’ model, but there is
nowhere in our patch where it looks
like it’s working. But we do have a
plan to visit each household in the
area over the next few years and see
what God will do. Because other
people are really good at some-
thing, that doesn’t mean we need to
copy it or judge ourselves by it.
As a local church with loads of

frustration, pain, disappointment
and ministry to some people for
whom tragedy seems to be a mag-
net for more tragedy, we are the
people of God, a triumph of his
grace, growing in our own identity
as his children.

The Rev Stephen Beach has been
Vicar of St Budeaux Parish Church
in Plymouth since 2001. He is New

Wine’s Urban Ministry Leader
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4th Sunday of Epiphany -
Sunday 1st February 2015

Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Revelation 12:1-5a
Mark 1:21-28

This week’s readings confront us directly with the
word of God in all its authority against Satan, his tac-
tics and his minions.
In Deuteronomy, we are reminded that when God

originally spoke from Sinai, the people did not want to
hear him. Moses ended up speaking for him, as a
prophet, but the same word with the same authority. In
Deuteronomy, Moses foresees this kind of arrange-
ment continuing, with further prophets raised up to
speak God’s words to his people. If anyone does not lis-
ten to the prophet, they are considered to be not lis-
tening to God himself. They will be held accountable if
they do not heed his words.
But as usual, where there is genuine currency there

is also counterfeit and forgery: other prophets will
speak in the name of other gods, or presume to speak
in the name of the true God a word they have not been
commanded to speak. For spreading this false teach-
ing, those false prophets deserve to die, says the Lord.
That is how seriously he takes his word; his holy oppo-
sition to its antithesis is fatal.
We see throughout the Gospels that Jesus taught

God’s word in the synagogues just as other preachers
would. A passage was read from the Law, the Prophets,
or the Writings, and an exposition would follow. Yet, in
another way, Jesus is quite unlike all preachers. He
taught as one having authority, we are told in Mark 1,
and the people were astounded by it. He was not an
indirect mediator of the word, passing on another per-
son’s message after consulting others on its interpreta-
tion. He confidently proclaimed the God-breathed
word in the power of God’s Spirit.
On this occasion, he opposes not just the scribes

who sat in Moses’ seat, but the evil, unclean spirits
who tormented his people. His direct commands car-
ried all the authority of the Holy One of God, and the
spirits knew they had met their match — the one who
ultimately had come to destroy them and their demon-
ic works.
That battle is portrayed in lavish symbolic fashion by

Revelation 12, which draws on many other passages in
Revelation and throughout the Old Testament. The
woman of the sun, moon, and stars is the faithful com-
munity of God’s people (as in Joseph’s dream in Gene-
sis 37), rather than (as many Roman Catholic
commentators might have it) the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The way Revelation describes her and her tribulations
here, does not fit with just one individual; rather, it is
symbolic of the difficulties and persecution of God’s
people in general.
They are opposed by the great red dragon, with

seven heads like Rome’s seven hills, sweeping away
the children of God with his sharp and terrible tail, the
sting of suffering and death. From this church under
pressure comes the Messiah, pictured in verse 5 with
an allusion to Psalm 2 (as also in Revelation 2:27). The
dragon tries to kill him but even that fails; instead he
rises and ascends into heaven to sit on God’s throne.
We have here the ancient conflict of a serpent with a
woman and her seed (see Genesis 3:14-15).
Verse 6 shows that, after Messiah’s ascension, the

church will be looked after by God during the war (as
in verse 14), which will not last forever. Ultimate victo-
ry and vindication in the battle is guaranteed by the
authority of God’s word of promise.

The Rev Dr Lee Gatiss is the editor of the NIV
Proclamation Bible and Director of Church Society
(www.churchsociety.org).

How firm a foundation
By faith we see the hand of God

At the name of Jesus
How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old
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HYMN SELECTION

Susie Leafe,
Reform

In a few weeks time the
General Synod meets
again and this time, rather
than thinking about bish-
ops, we’ll be thinking
about discipleship. An
altogether more exciting
prospect! The Bishop of
Sheffield has written a
report about Developing
Discipleship, which sets
us a challenge:
“The lack of a coherent

and concisely stated com-
mon understanding of dis-
cipleship has a number of
consequences for the life
of parishes, of dioceses
and of the Church of Eng-
land as a whole.
Our vision for the

Church and for disciple-
ship is not as clear as it
could be…
Our understanding of

service becomes restrict-
ed to the life of the
Church…
Our theological under-

standing of ministry
becomes lopsided…
Finally, and most seri-

ously, the witness and
mission of the whole

Church is impoverished
as Christians are neither
encouraged nor sustained
in the living out of their
Christian faith in daily
life.”
(GS 1977 Developing

Discipleship Paragraph
38)
I couldn’t agree more.
There is no doubt in my

mind that if we had a com-
mon understanding of dis-
cipleship it would make
discussion of other issues
so much easier and more
effective. So often, it
seems, we talk past each
other because although
we are using the same
words we mean such very
different things by them.
The report commends

“10 Marks of a Diocese
Committed to Developing
Disciples”, of which one
is, “Gatherings for wor-
ship celebrate the disci-
pleship of all the
baptised”, another,
“Diocesan work on voca-
tions is based on the prin-
ciple that all the baptised
are called into God’s serv-
ice” and finally, “Gifts of
leadership are recognised
and developed among all

the baptised”.
All the baptised? Does

this include my friend
Andy, whose parents
arranged for him to be
‘christened’ 47 years ago,
but who has always per-
sonally rejected every
teaching of the Christian
faith? Should we be cele-
brating his discipleship?
Or Siobhan, a cradle
Anglican, who was bap-
tised and catechised but
then chose, at the age of
21, to become a Muslim
and follow Mohammed.
Should we still consider
her to be a disciple of
Jesus Christ? Should we
be developing her gifts of
leadership?
Or, does there need to

be evidence that someone
has owned their baptism
for themselves? Other
parts of the report speak
of discipleship in terms of
ongoing repentance, cost-
ly sacrifice, life lived dedi-
cated to God’s glory and
of lives transformed in
holiness. This would sug-
gest that certain beliefs
and behaviours are to be
expected in those who we
would consider to be dis-

ciples of Christ.
At General Synod we

will be making an impor-
tant choice. The media
may not be that interested
in our discussions about
what it means to be a dis-
ciple, preferring to focus
on issues of gender and
sexuality, but this will be a
key decision and one that
I fear we will not resolve,
without an outpouring of
God’s Holy Spirit.
I’ve recently been read-

ing Metaxas’ excellent
book, Bonhoef fer: Pastor,
Martyr, Prophet, Spy, so
Bonhoeffer has been on
my mind. Once I’ve fin-
ished it, I plan to read his
book on discipleship,
where he wrote: “Cheap
grace is the grace we
bestow on ourselves.
Cheap grace is the
preaching of forgiveness
without requiring repen-
tance, baptism without
church discipline, Com-
munion without confes-
sion... Cheap grace is
grace without disciple-
ship, grace without the
cross, grace without Jesus
Christ, living and incar-
nate.”

Questions facing us on discipleship

Inspiration to persevere



Day 23: Exodus 7-9, Psalm 19, Matthew 20
Day 24: Exodus 10-12, Psalm 20, Matthew 21
Day 25: Enjoy hearing the Scriptures read aloud in
church
Day 26: Exodus 13-15, Psalm 21, Matthew 22,
Day 27: Exodus 16-18, Psalm 22, Matthew 23
Day 28: Exodus 19-21, Psalm 23, Matthew 24
Day 29: Exodus 22-24, Psalm 24, Matthew 25

The Rev Angus Aagaard,
Team Rector of the North Lambeth Team Ministry
(Southwark) is to be installed as Honorary Canon of
St Michael’s Cathedral, Mampong in the Diocese of
Asante Mampong, Ghana.
The Rev Jan Ashton,
will be licensed as a Vicar in the Kidderminster
Ismere Team with special cure of souls for the
Districts of St Barnabas and of Wolverley (Worcester).
The Rev Timothy William Ball,
at present Team Rector of the Benefice of the
Loughrigg Team Ministry (Carlisle), has been
appointed Team Vicar of Meadgate Church in the
Benefice of Great Baddow Team Ministry
(Chelmsford), with effect from the 16th March 2015.
The Rev Val Billings,
Associate Priest of Ockbrook with Borrowash,
(Derby), transferred to having the Bishop of Derby’s
Permission to Officiate with effect from 1st January,
2015.
The Rev Richard Bubbers,
formerly Assistant Curate: Ipsley Team will be
licensed as part-time Priest in Charge of Alvechurch
and part-time Workplace Chaplain (Diocesan
employment) (Worcester).
The Rev Canon Nicolas John Buck,
To be Vicar of the Benefice of St Giles, Lincoln
(Lincoln).
The Rev Bruce Douglas Clifford,
Self-Supporting Associate Priest in the Benefice of
Gloucester, St Catharine, to be Self-Supporting
Associate Priest in the Benefice of Gloucester, St
George with Whaddon (Gloucester).
The Rev Stephen Roger Drury,
Assistant Curate in the Benefice of Seamer with East
Ayton (York) has been appointed as Priest-in-Charge
(SSM) of the Benefice of Scarborough St Columba
(York).
The Rev David Hammond,
Vicar and Pioneer Missioner at St Saviour,

Nottingham (Southwell and Nottingham), to become
Priest in Charge of the Parish of St John, Westwood
including Park Fellowship and Burton Green and St
Stephen, Canley (Coventry).
The Rev Charles Dudley Jefferson,
Rector at Thrapston, Denford and Islip
(Peterborough), has been appointed to the Rectory of
Chenderit, (Peterborough).
The Rev Rosemary Lawley,
will be licensed as Rector in the Kidderminster Ismere
Team Ministry (Worcester).
The Rev John Lees,
Retired Clergy with Permission to Officiate has been
appointed to a new (additional) position as Honorary
Priest Vicar, Norwich Cathedral.
The Rev Jeanette McLaren,
Vicar, St Mark’s, Biggin Hill (Rochester), has been
appointed Associate Vicar of The Benefice of West
Sheppey (Canterbury).
The Rev (Peter) Charles Patrick,
To be Rector of the Benefice of the Horncastle Group
(Lincoln).
The Rev Susannah Mary Rudge,
Asst. Curate (Bournville, St Francis), (Birmingham),
to be Rector, Upminster (St Laurence), (Chelmsford).
The Rev David Charles Runcorn,
Licensed Public Preacher, to be Associate Diocesan
Director of Ordinands (Gloucester).
The Rev Alistair John Rycroft,
Leader of the St Thomas Mission Unit under a
Bishop’s Mission Order (York) has been appointed
additionally as Priest-in-Charge (SSM) of the Benefice
of York St Thomas with St Maurice (York).
The Rev Canon Katrina Ruth Scott,
Stipendiary Vicar of the Benefice of Willenhall in the
Diocese of Coventry; Dean of Women’s Ministry; and
Honorary Canon of Coventry Cathedral, to be
Stipendiary Rector of the Benefice of The Guitings,
Cutsdean, Farmcote, Upper Slaughter and Lower
Slaughter with Eyford and Naunton; and Area Dean of
the North Cotswold Deanery (Gloucester).
The Rev Alison Seymour-Whiteley,
at present Anglican Chaplain of Rampton Prison
(Southwell and Nottingham) to be part time Priest-in-
Charge of Templemore in the Diocese of Cashel
Ferns and Ossory.
The Rev Richard Seymour-Whiteley,
at present Priest-in -Charge of the Northern Lights
Cluster (Southwell and Nottingham) to be the
Incumbent of Rathdowney in the Diocese of Cashel
Ferns and Ossory.
The Rev Philip John William Sheldrake,
Assistant Curate of Maidstone, St Faith (Canterbury),
to be Team Vicar in the Great Baddow Team Ministry
(Chelmsford).
The Rev Angela Elisabeth Smith,
Self-Supporting Associate Priest in the Benefice of
Gloucester, St George with Whaddon, to be Self-
Supporting Associate Priest in the Benefice of the
North Cheltenham Team Ministry (Gloucester).
The Rev Michael Richard Guy Smith,
Stipendiary Priest in Charge of the Benefice of
Nailsworth with Shortwood, Horsley and Newington
Bagpath with Kingscote, to be Stipendiary Vicar of the
Benefice of Nailsworth with Shortwood, Horsley and
Newington Bagpath with Kingscote (Gloucester).
The Rev Andrew Taylor-Cook,
Associate Priest of the Uplands Group of Parishes and
Chaplain amongst Deaf People, (Peterborough), has
been appointed Priest-in-Charge of the benefices of
Codnor, Horsley and Denby, Loscoe and Horsley
Woodhouse, (Derby).
The Rev Canon Chris Terry,
Team Rector of Great Yarmouth Team Ministry; Rural
Dean of Great Yarmouth; Honorary Canon (Norwich
Cathedral); Member of Diocesan Synod; Member of
the Vacancy in See Committee has been appointed to
a new (additional) position as Chapter Canon,
Norwich Cathedral (serving as a member of Chapter
(Honorary Canon)) (Norwich).
The Rev Dr Gillian White,
who holds the Bishop of Derby’s Permission to
Officiate, has been appointed Assistant Curate (to be
known as Pioneer Priest) of Tideswell (Derby).
The Rev Mark Williams,
Vicar of Kennington, St John the Divine (Southwark)
is to be installed as Honorary Canon of St Michael’s
Cathedral, Mampong in the Diocese of Asante
Mampong, Ghana.
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Friday 23 January. Psalm 24: 1-6, Gal. 5: 13-25.
Lokoja - (Lokoja, Nigeria): The Most Rev
Emmanuel Sokowamju Egbunu
Saturday 24 January. Psalm 98: 1-4, Gal. 6: 1-10.
Limerick & Killaloe - (Dublin, Ireland): The Rev
Canon Kenneth Kearon
Sunday 25 January. Epiphany 3. Psalm 34: 4-10,
Gal. 6: 11-18. Long Island - (II, The Episcopal
Church): The Rt Rev Lawrence Provenzano
Monday 26 January. Psalm 34: 11-18, Col. 1: 1-14.
Los Angeles - (VIII, The Episcopal Church): The Rt
Rev Jon Bruno 1. Suffragan bishop of Los Angeles -
(VIII, The Episcopal Church): The Rt Rev Mary
Glasspool. 2. Suffragan Bishop of Los Angeles -
(VIII, The Episcopal Church): The Rt Rev Diane
Jardine Bruce
Tuesday 27 January. Psalm 33: 12-14,19-end, Col.
1: 15-29. Louisiana - (IV, The Episcopal Church):
The Rt Rev Morris Thompson
Wednesday 28 January. Psalm 145: 10-17, Col. 2:
1-15. Luapula - (Central Africa): The Rt Rev Robert
Mumbi
Thursday 29 January. Psalm 62, Col. 2: 16-3:11.
Lucknow - (North India): The Rt Rev Maurice Dan

APPOINTMENTS

ANGLICAN CYCLE OFPRAYER

BBIIBBLLEECHALLENGE



attributed to a compan-
ion and fellow mission-
ary of Paul (5)

11 '...the row on the side ----
--- the sanctuary was a
hundred cubits long...'
[Ezek/NIV] (7)

13 NT metaphor for an
affliction that causes
great suffering (5,2,6)

15 'But Jonah --- ---- from
the Lord and headed for
Tarshish' [NIV] (3,4)

16 Legendary female saint
whose name is taken by
a village near Clacton-
on-Sea (5)

18 'But ----- sent messen-
gers to him, saying
"What quarrel is there,
king of Judah, between
you and me?"' [2
Chr/NIV] (5)

20 'Peter said, "------- the
parable to us"'
[Matt/NIV] (7)

21 Composer of the orato-
rio, 'The Creation',

between 1796 and 1798
(5)

22 Recipient city of a letter
from Paul (7)

Down
1 Book of the Apocrypha

(5)
2 Parable [Luke] (1,4,4)
3 'The king ordered Hilki-

ah...to remove...all the
articles made for Baal
and Asherah and all the
starry -----' [2 Kgs/NIV]
(5)

4 Cross-bearer aid to
Jesus [Matt; Mark;
Luke] (5,2,6)

5 Champion from Gath [1
Sam] (7)

6 'Then he...brought him
to an --- and took care of
him' [Luke/NIV] (3)

7 Hymn of praise which in
English begins, 'Holy,
Holy, Holy' (7)

12 'Then Jesus went
back...to the place

where John had been
baptizing in the ----- ----'
[John/NIV] (5,4)

13 Recipient city of two let-
ters from Paul (7)

14 'Like ------- babies, crave
pure spiritual milk...' [1
Pet/NIV] (7)

16 Daughter-in-law of
Naomi [Ruth] (5)

17 'Because ----- were lifted
up...the Lord will be at
war against the
Amalekites...'
[Exod/NIV] (5)

19 'They caused the --- of
the poor to come before
him...' [Job/NIV] (3)

Last week’s solutions:
Across: 1 Cush, 3 Estimate, 9
Sanballat, 10 Vat, 11 Scent, 13
Adomnan, 14 Ecclesiastics, 16 Iranian,
18 Roman, 20 Eli, 21 Scripture, 23 To
the eye, 24 Deny.
Down: 1 Casks, 2 Son, 4 Salvation
Army, 5 In two, 6 Adventism, 7
Extends, 8 Battle, 12 Eucharist, 14
Evident, 15 Seraph, 17 Issue, 19
Needy, 22 Use.
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TThhee ff ii rrss tt ccoo rr rreecc tt eenn tt rryy dd rraawwnn ww ii ll ll ww iinn aa bbooookk oo ff tthhee
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33RRXX bbyy nneexx tt FF rr iiddaayy

NNaammee

AAdddd rreessss

PPooss tt CCooddee

Across

1 'He guides the
humble...and ----
--- them his way'
[Ps/NIV] (7)

5 '-----, whose hos-
pitality I and the

whole church
here enjoy...'
[Rom/NIV] (5)

8 'In days to
come...Israel
will bud and ------
-...' [Isa/NIV]
(7)

9 'These are the
regulations con-
cerning defiling
moulds in
woollen or -----
clothing...'
[Lev/NIV] (5)

10 Book of the NT
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Poverty, extreme reli-
gion, choices, loss, sex-
uality and health are
among some of the
issues being addressed
by young people in
Sheffield tomorrow.
The event is the

‘Breathe Deep’ pro-
gramme run by the Dio-
cese and young people
from all over South York-
shire are expected at the
gathering in Sheffield.
The idea behind

‘Breathe Deep’ is bring
together young Chris-
tians for fellowship, fun
and focussed thinking.
Dr Steven Croft, Bish-

op of Sheffield will be
speaking at the event encouraging the 11-
18 year olds to see God in each other and
in the world around them, and to spend
time breathing in the awareness ‘that
leads to unity and peace’.
Those taking part will have the chance

to indulge in a range of activities: it won’t
all be workshops!
The organisers say there will be time

set aside to worship God in creative ways,
hear from the Bishop, who will be talking
about how God meets us in every area of
our lives, and a selection of workshops
that will stretch thinking.
There will be time to socialise with oth-

ers and have fun during the day with
inflatables, a photo booth, games con-

soles, crafts, prizes, video challenges and
even food from Subway for lunch.
“This is the second Breathe Deep day

we have organised, last year’s was really
successful and over 200 young people
attended”, says organiser Mike North.
He is the Children and Young People’s

Adviser, part of the Parish Support Team
for Sheffield Diocese.
“God is everywhere, and he cares about

the big things in your world. That’s why
this year we’ve got workshops on
poverty, extreme religion, choices,
loss, sexuality and health,” he says.

To find out more, and to book places,
visit www.breathedeepday.info

Young Christians
in South

Yorkshire invited
to breathe deep

COLLEGE STREET
SW1
CITY OF WESTMINSTER
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