
SURVIVORS of clerical sexual abuse
were told by the Rt Rev Paul Butler, lead
Bishop on Safeguarding, that the Church
was too busy working on banking reform
over abuse responses.

The astonishing claim came from the
chair of the Minister and Clergy Sexual
Abuse Survivors (MACSAS) group.

In an Open Letter from the Church
Reform Group to the Archbishop of Can-
terbury, survivor signatories have said
the Bishop told them that the Church
was ‘concentrating on working on bank-
ing reform’ instead of fulfilling the Arch-
bishop’s ‘personal promise’ of an
Anglican past cases audit.

The Rev Graham Sawyer, chair of
Church Reform Group and Vicar of St
James’ Church, Briercliffe, told The
Church of England Newspaper, that the
‘Bishop of Durham is out of his depth,
and should step aside’.

Sawyer told CEN that there is a ‘funda-
mental bankruptcy’ in the Church’s han-
dling of survivor responses, saying that
the problem is that the people at the
highest levels of the Church are more
concerned with ‘saving face.’

“At the moment there is no credibility
at the higher levels of the Church of Eng-
land,” he said.

Speaking of his personal dealings with
Bishop Butler, Mr Sawyer said: “When I
heard that the Bishop of Durham had
said that he had put support systems in
place for all those affected I wrote to him
to ask what they were and he said that I
had to contact the NSPCC.”

The open letter titled, “Nondum Con-
siderasti...” says that survivor groups
have been told by senior Anglican lead-
ers that ‘dispersed authority’ within the
Church of England means the Archbish-

op is ‘powerless’ to speak out

and express moral authority to
‘autonomous bishops.’

The letter reads: “Survivors of Angli-
can clergy abuse previously tried to hold
the Church to the personal promise you
as Archbishop made for an entirely inde-
pendent and wholly externally-audited
inquiry into the Church of England’s
abuse record (stated in your words,
‘What they [survivors] want, they will
get’).

“However, campaigners were subse-
quently told by your own designated
bishop on safeguarding that the
Church was instead concentrating on
working on banking reform and ‘other
issues’, and such internal Anglican past
cases audits as have since taken place
fall far short of the Methodist example
of openness.”

They added their concerns that
instead of engaging with survivors, some
dioceses had employed PR companies
instead.

They claimed these companies “acted
to obstruct, apply pressure and threaten
survivors, whistleblowers and others
who have spoken out about Anglican
clergy abuse.”

The letter calls on parishioners in the
Dioceses of London and Winchester to
‘withhold’ donations until diocesan
Bishops ‘terminate their contracts’
with ‘costly scandal management com-
panies’.

The Bishop was unavailable to respond
this week, but the Archbishop of Canter-
bury told The Church of England Newspa-
per that the Archbishop and Paul Butler
wrote to the Home Secretary last year
asking for a Public Inquiry and saying
that ‘if the inquiry chose to go institution
by institution, then the Church of Eng-
land could be taken first.’

They are spending ‘a great deal of time
on safeguarding matters’, the Archbish-
op said in response, adding that it is a
‘priority of his ministry.’

“Measures have been put in place to
strengthen the Church’s safeguarding
procedures, including a very significant
increase in the budget for safeguarding
work.

“The House of Bishops has recently
approved new practice guidance, a

national safeguarding training frame-
work is under development and each dio-
cese will be independently audited over
the next two years, with reports pub-
lished as part of the Church’s commit-
ment to being more transparent about its
safeguarding practices.

“The Archbishop recognises that the
Church still has a long way to go and
believes strongly there is absolutely no
room for complacency,” he said.
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Dame Sarah Mullally
named as Bishop

THE FOURTH female Bishop
has been announced as the Bish-
op of Crediton, in the Diocese of
Exeter.

The Rev Canon Sarah Elisabeth
Mullally is currently Canon Resi-
dentiary and Canon Treasurer of
Salisbury Cathedral and will be
consecrated into her new role as
Bishop in Canterbury Cathedral
in July, alongside the Ven Rachel
Treweek, the future Bishop of
Gloucester.

Dame Sarah worked in the
NHS before her ordination in
2001 and was made Dame Com-
mander of the British Empire for
her contribution to nursing and
midwifery.

“Throughout my life, as both a
nurse and a priest, I have experi-
enced this love and I hope as
Bishop to be able to share that
love with others,” she said.
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10am GoFest, mission-focused fes-
tival running until 21 June at
Bulstrode, Gerrards Cross,
Bucks. Free; camping avail-
able

7pm St Thomas church, Liscard,
Wallasey, Wirral, holds its
third annual arts and crafts
exhibition (until 22 June)

7.30pm Godspell in Concert, Brad-
ford, St George’s Concert
Hall (also 20 June)

7.30pm Godspell in Concert, Woking,
New Victoria Theatre

10am The Life of Christ by Peter
Hutley, Wintershall Estate,
Bramley, Guildford, Surrey
GU5 0LR. Adults £18.00, chil-
dren £9.00 (tickets to be
bought in advance)

6.15pm Champagne reception to
launch Cascades, Winchester
Cathedral’s flower festival
(until 28 June). Tickets £10.

7.30pm Godspell in Concert, Watford
Colosseum

11am Exploring Spirituality:
Dorothy L Sayers. Talk given
by Julie Barham (repeated at
7.30pm), St Mary’s Church
Hall, Ponteland. 01661
824470.

10am ‘Unfurling: shaping a peace-
ful way of life’, a morning
retreat with a difference – an
opportunity to focus on jour-
neying UP with God. St
Petroc’s Church, Bodmin.

10am The Life of Christ by Peter
Hutley, Wintershall Estate,
Bramley, Guildford, Surrey
GU5 0LR. Adults £18.00, chil-
dren £9.00 (tickets to be
bought in advance)

7.30pm Godspell in Concert, Black-
pool, Grand Theatre

6pm Prof Linda Woodhead speaks
about ‘What’s wrong with
the Church of England - and
can anything be done?’ at St
Brides, Percy Street, Liver-
pool L8 7LT. Free.

THEDIARY
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Diocese of Durham

Inspireed by John Thacker’s Art of Cookery (1758), Chef Anton
Edelmmann and Master Sommelier Gerard Basset will host a
three-ccourse Georgian dinner in the Undercroft Restaurant at
Durhaam Cathedral.

The evening, hosted on 23 July, will offer 18th century
recipesss ‘with a contemporary twist’.

Vaneeessa Ward, Business Support Manager at Durham
Catheddral, said: “The Undercroft Restaurant is located in one
of the mmmost intact surviving medieval undercrofts in the UK
and wee have been working hard to organise a befitting
gourmmet event for this spectacular setting.”

AlA so in Durham, St Peter’s Church in Bishop Auckland is
for salee.

The church, which was built by Bishop Charles Baring,
ddaatteess bback to the 1870s.

Bill Heslop, Diocesan Care of Churches Secretary, said:
“We are keen that whoever takes on the building respects its
architecture. It is a large building that is Grade II Listed and
it is in good repair.”

Also in Durham, the Cathedral will send its 1300 issue of
the Magna Carta and Forest Charter overseas for a tour of
Canadian cities.

Suzy Rodness, co-chair of Magna Carta Canada, said: “The
message of the written word may have changed modes of
dissemination over the centuries but its power to inspire
people and effect change has not been diminished. Canada
celebrates this year, with the rest of the world.”

Also in Durham, Cathedral gardeners, Geoff MacCallum,
John Battle and Keith Wandless, are celebrating 100 years of
collective service.

22 June

23 June

24 June

27 June

28 June

29 June

Diocese of Blackburn

A £20,000 restoration project is
underway on the bell tower in
Christ Church, Lancaster. The
tower dates back to 1857.

The Christ Church vicar, the
Rev Phil Hudd, added: “When I
took over the parish I was told
that the second, larger bell had
fallen in the 1980s due to
deterioration of the bell
housing, so the work is great
news for both the church and
churchgoers.”

Diocese of Southwell & Nottingham

The Diocese has hosted a one-day event as part of Gypsy Roma
Traveller Month, to challenge negative stereotypes.

An exhibition and opportunity to ride in a horse-drawn vardo
were on offer. Keynote speakers at the event on 16 June
included Lorinda Liversidge, Gypsy & Traveller Liaison Officer
for Notts County Council and the Rev Martin Burrell, Chaplain
to the Roma, Travellers & Gypsies from St Albans Diocese;
Nathalie, Richard and Daniel Bennett from Gypsy Life; plus
Gordon Boswell, owner of the Gordon Boswell Romany
Museum.

Diocesan officer for Equality & Diversity, Dianne Skerrit,
said: “The aim was to get some clarity about the lifestyle and
history of the more than 300,000 GRT community of whom it’s
said have contributed to the life and history of British Society
for over 500 years.”

Diocese of Peterborough

Peterborough Cathedral
will host lunchtime
summer recitals from July
to September.

World-renowned
countertenor James
Bowman and pianist
Andrew Plant will start the
season on 15 July.

The recitals will take
place on Wednesdays, with
many outdoors in the
Porticos of the West Front.

Donations are invited.

Diocese of Derby

Andrew Hargreaves, Vicar of Whitfield Parish was in Glossop’s
Norfolk Square this week to answer questions from the public.
Speaking ahead of the week, Mr Hargreaves said: “I’ll be there
to listen to anything people want to share or to ask any
questions they have about God or life. I’ll be there to say sorry
on behalf of the church to anyone who feels hurt or let down
and I’ll pray for people who ask. I also love finding out what the
people of Glossop believe.”

Diocese of Hereford

‘Fish in the Church’, a
series of events to mark
the feast of St Peter, will be
taking place in St Peter’s
Church, Lyde.

The week will kick off on
25 June, and feature organ
recitals and fish themed
family fun.

The Rev Penny
Littlewood, the vicar, said:
“We are dedicated to St
Peter and we are opposite
the well-known Kenchester
Water Gardens with its
huge range of fish, so once
the theme had been
mentioned the idea took
off.”

Diocese of Salisbury

The Bishop of
Salisbury, the Rt Rev
Nicholas Holtam,
celebrated 800 years
since the sealing of
Magna Carta on
Sunday, by leading a
two-and-a-half mile
pilgrimage from Old
Sarum to Salisbury
Cathedral.

Seven hundred pilgrims joined the walk, which retraced the historic
journey of one of the four surviving copies of the Magna Carta in the mid-
13th Century.

Bishop Nicholas said: “Magna Carta placed everyone under the rule of
law – even the king. It is a way of holding power to account. Magna Carta
is a document with roots in the Scriptures and which is foundational for
the tradition of human rights and freedoms of today.”

Clarification

In our front page
story on 5 June
we said that
“Church of
Ireland
parishioners were
10/1 in favour of
the constitutional
change.” This,
however, referred
to the priest’s own
parishioners
following a
sermon on the
subject.
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Be inspired by the world church.

“Inner transformation is vital.
Changed people will make a better
society. And the transforming
agent is Christ’s love.”

Fr Andrew Devadason

Church of Ceylon

A NEW campaign has
been launched to
encourage parishes to
unite and engage their
local communities in
retelling the story of
Jesus.

The organizers hope to
see a wide range of
events up and down the
country on Good Friday
next year (25 March).

Organiser Andrew
Graystone said: “The last
few years have seen a
dramatic decline in
knowledge of the Bible.
Good Friday is still a
Bank Holiday, but
increasingly shops are
open and many people
wonder why they’ve
been given a day off
work.

“To keep the story of
Jesus alive we need to
find new ways of telling it
in public places.”

He wants churches to
do something different
in 2016. “Something
unique and public that is
specific to their location;
something that will
engage their community
in retelling and reflect-
ing on the story of the
Passion of Jesus,” he
said.

While churches will be
encouraged to create
their own events, or
stage already planned
ones under the ‘OneFri-
day’ banner, the com-
mon thread will be the

Scriptural Stations of the
Cross.

At the beginning of
Lent each Station will be
assigned to individuals
or groups and asked to
respond to it. On Good
Friday the plan is for all
the Stations to be pre-
sented together.

He cited the example
of former mining com-
munities in Durham
where 14 community
groups were each asked
to create an event.

They used the theme
of coal trucks, and the
supermarket Morrisons
donated 14 shopping
trolleys to be made up as
coal trucks.

“The coal trucks made
up an exhibition repre-
senting every part of the
community. Together
they were used to retell
the Good Friday story in
a way that was unique,
deeply moving and thor-
oughly contextual,” he
said.

The hope is that this
model can be used
across the country and
the organizers are work-
ing with Churches
Together in England,
Gather and Reach
Beyond Media to pro-
mote it.

People who want to
join in are being encour-
aged to contact Andrew
Graystone at info@one-
friday.info

THE FIRST RESULTS of a Wales-wide consulta-
tion on same-sex marriage has revealed a desire
for change, but the reactions were very mixed.

All of the Bishops in the Church in Wales are
taking part in the consultations with deaneries,
parishes and individuals. Together, the results
will be discussed by the Church’s governing
body in September.

The exercise is seeking opinions on three
options: (1) maintaining traditional teaching; (2)
allow blessings in church for civil unions; or (3)
change the definition of marriage.

This week the Diocese of St Asaph reported
on the outcome there. The Bishop, the Rt Rev
Gregory Cameron, said: “The Consultations
in the diocese of St Asaph show that the
majority of people participating in the consul-
tation want to see change, and the Church in
Wales able to af firm those in same gender

committed relationships.
“However, the picture is far from clear, with

very strong commitments to traditional Chris-
tian teaching in some quarters, and equally
strong commitment to changing the definition
of marriage among others.

“It is hard to see how everyone’s hopes on
this matter will be easily fulfilled.”

There were two deanery responses, one in
favour of option 1 and one in favour of option 3.

Of the 10 parish responses there was one in
support of each of the three options, and the
remainder were mixed. A total of 15 personal
responses were received with nine supporting
change and five wishing to retain the status quo.

A public meeting was held in each of the three
archdeaconries and in those 103 ‘strongly
agreed’ with option 1, 82 for option 2 and 126 for
option 3.

By Jo May

LEADING American evangelist
Tony Campolo is calling on the
Church to accept gay people.

Campolo said that after “countless
hours of prayer, study, conversation
and emotional turmoil”, he has
recognised “a more spiritual dimen-
sion of marriage, which is of
supreme importance” and not solely
for the purposes of procreation.”

Writing in his blog about the ‘key’
role straight Christians could play,
Campolo said: “We should be doing
all we can to reach, comfort and
include all those precious children
of God who have been wrongly led
to believe that they are mistakes or
just not good enough for God, sim-
ply because they are not straight.”

Campolo, the former spiritual aide
to President Bill Clinton, said that he
is ‘speaking out’ because of his fears
that the Church is ‘making the same
kind of mistake’ in its acceptance of

gay people, as it did with women
teaching in the Church.

“As a social scientist, I have con-
cluded that sexual orientation is
almost never a choice and I have
seen how damaging it can be to try
to ‘cure’ someone from being gay.

“As a Christian, my responsibility
is not to condemn or reject gay peo-
ple, but rather to love and embrace
them, and to endeavour to draw
them into the fellowship of the
Church,” he said.

Campolo has come under criti-
cism for his views by conservative
evangelical group, The Core Issues
Trust.

The group said Campolo had been
taken in by ‘outmoded gay liberation
theology’.

Campolo, whose views had been
influenced by his wife introducing
him to gay couples, was urged by
the group to ‘reconsider his position’
and ‘retract his unfounded claim’.

The group said his ‘unfounded’

views on gay Christians “aligns the
couple with growing confusion in
Western Christian culture with
respect to sexual ethics.”

They said he had aligned himself
to the categorical notions of “gay”
and “straight” and their notions of
‘innateness’ and ‘immutability’, but
they argued that these are increas-
ingly recognised as invalid because
of the fluidity of sexuality.

“Gay is not the new black, and
Campolo is merely repeating out-
moded gay liberation theology.”

They added: “We urge Tony Cam-
polo to reconsider his position and
to submit to the plain teaching of the
Bible and further, to retract his
unfounded claim without evidence,
that therapeutic support for unwant-
ed homosexual feelings and change
therapy is harmful.”

They also warned Christians to
‘reappraise Pastor Campolo’s fitness
to safely represent the Gospel of
Christ that was entrusted to him’.

THE FIRST Church Estates
Commissioner has been knight-
ed in the Queen’s Birthday Hon-
ours.

Andreas Whittam Smith, one
of the founders of The Independ-
ent newspaper, was recognised
for public service, in particular
to the Church of England.

In other awards Christina
Rees, pictured, had been
appointed CBE for her services
to the Church of England and
involvement in the campaign for
women bishops.

The Church Army lay preach-
er Maureen Greaves, and widow
of a church organist beaten to
death on Christmas Eve has
been appointed MBE in recogni-

tion of her services to the com-
munity in north Sheffield.

Maureen said: “Alan is con-
stantly in my thoughts and I con-
tinue to miss the life that we
shared together. I am amazed
and humbled that the Queen
should honour me in this way and
I accept it on behalf of both Alan
and myself.”

Church Army Chief Executive,
Mark Russell, said: “Many people
have been impacted by the story
of Alan’s death and by Maureen’s
courage in forgiving those who
killed him. She is an inspiration
and the whole Church Army fam-
ily is proud of her. We are thrilled
that the Queen has honoured
Maureen in this way.”

Churches
urged to unite
for ‘OneFriday’
events

Leading evangelical urges
acceptance of gay people

Wales diocese expresses
support for gay marriage

Church Commissioner is knighted
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THE LABOUR MP for Wolverhampton South West,
Rob Marris, has said that he ‘disagrees’ with the moral
position taken by the Church of England, that suicide is
always wrong.

Days after legislation on assisted dying was reintro-
duced in the House of Lords, a new attempt is to be
made in the House of Commons by the Labour MP, who
won the right after coming top of the ballot for private
member’s bills last week.

The news makes it likely that the battle over assisted
dying will take a high profile in this Parliamentary ses-
sion.

Marris told The Church of England Newspaper that he
understands the Christian understanding for the sancti-
ty of life but that free will is a human dignity: “I under-
stand the moral position taken that suicide is always
wrong, I disagree.

“This is a bill, which would allow people to take deci-
sions for themselves, which would allow them to exer-
cise their free will.

“Human beings are equally valuable but that is impor-
tant for me, based on the free will to make your own
decision, to include a series of tight restrictions that
would enable Christians and others to end their life in a
dignified manner.”

Sources say that his bill will be ‘almost identical’ to

the one introduced in the House of Lords last year by
Lord Falconer. That attracted interest when the former
Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Carey, indicated his
support.

Lord Falconer’s bill ran out of time but he reintro-
duced it as soon as the new Parliament was formed.

Mr Marris said: “Alongside the vast majority of the
public, I am in favour of terminally ill people who are of
sound mind having choice at the end of life.

“It is a choice that I would want for myself and I do
not think we should be denying this to people who are
facing an imminent death.

“The House of Commons has not voted on this issue
for almost 20 years.

“While the prospects of getting the law changed are
difficult without official Government support, this is an
opportunity to show we in Parliament are not ducking
our responsibility to the public and I look forward to
continuing the case for a compassionate assisted dying
law.”

The bill that was introduced by former Lord Chancel-
lor Lord Falconer would have made it legal to assist in
the death of those with six months or less left to live,
provided that two doctors were in agreement that the
individual was mentally competent and had made an
informed decision.

Despite Lord Carey’s support, the churches and
other Christian groups are opposed to any liberalization
of the current laws.

Dignity in Dying also confirmed that the Bishop of
Buckinghamshire, the Rt Rev Alan Wilson, supportive
of Marris’s Bill, a view they say that is more representa-
tive of Christians.

Dignity in Dying, the national campaign movement to
legalise assisted dying, took a populus survey in April
2015 which cited 2,116 respondents who were self-iden-
tified Christians as being in support of Lord Falconer’s
Bill, with only 369 Christians opposed.

Mickey Charouneau of Dignity in Dying told The
Church of England Newspaper: “The largest independ-
ent survey ever conducted on this issue found that 80
per cent of Christians supported the proposals put for-
ward by Lord Falconer in the House of Lords, which
will now be taken to the Commons.

“There appears to be a huge disconnect between peo-
ple with faith and the hierarchy in the Church, however
Lord Carey has recently stated that he changed his
mind by engaging with the reality of people’s suffering
and I hope that the members of parliament would do
the same.”

The Bill is due to be heard in Parliament on 11 Sep-
tember.

MP defends morality of his assisted dying law

EVANGELICAL leaders
in the Scottish Episcopal
Church have voiced their
dismay over last Friday’s
vote by the General
Synod to begin the
process towards creating
same-sex marriage litur-
gies.

However the Primus of
the SEC stated Friday’s
vote begins, not con-
cludes, a process that
may lead to the introduc-
tion of gay marriages.

Meeting from 11-13
June 2015 at St Paul’s and
St George’s Episcopal
Church in Edinburgh, the
synod voted to delete sec-
tion 1 from Canon 31,
removing any reference
to marriage as being
between a man and a
woman in order to facili-
tate its clergy in marrying
two people of the same
sex.

Synod also adopted a
conscience clause stating
clergy would not be
obliged to solemnise a
gay marriage.

On 14 June 2015 a con-
sortium of evangelical
clergy wrote to the seven
bishops of the church
stating their dismay. They
wrote that they reaf-

firmed “the doctrine of
marriage as given in the
Old Testament in Genesis
2:24, reaffirmed by Jesus
in Matthew 19:5 and by
Paul in Ephesians 5:31,”
adding that they were
“committed to loving and
supporting all the people
in our congregations,
including many gay peo-
ple, and in particular at
this time those who are
left confused and dis-
tressed by the decisions
of the General Synod.”

The clergy leaders
declined to state what
action they would take
but noted: “We will take
some time to pray and
reflect on what the Gener-
al Synod has committed
to, before we discern
what must be done to sup-
port people in congrega-
tions all over Scotland
who will be unable to sup-
port this innovation.”

For much of its history,
Anglicanism in Scotland
was divided into low and
high church camps, with
evangelical congregations
grouped in the Church of
England in Scotland
under the oversight of
evangelical Irish and Eng-
lish bishops. The two

camps were unified at the
start of the 20th century.

However the Primus of
the Scottish Episcopal
Church, the Most Rev
David Chillingworth,
Bishop of St Andrews,
Dunkeld & Dunblane,
urged the Church to hold
together. He noted that
Friday’s vote was not the
final word.

“We have decided that
we wish to consider possi-
ble change to our Mar-
riage Canon. We have
identified one possible
expression of that
change. This potentially
creates a situation in
which same-sex mar-
riages could be celebrat-
ed in churches of the
Scottish Episcopal
Church. That would also
allow our clergy to enter
into same-sex marriages.

“It is important to
realise that at this point
this is an indicative deci-
sion only. Any change to
the Canon will require the
normal two-year process
and two-thirds majorities
will be required. That
process will begin at Gen-
eral Synod 2016 and can-
not be complete until
General Synod 2017.”

Evangelical dismay
over Scottish Episcopal
vote on gay marriage

FORMER Labour education
secretary, Charles Clarke,
has said that ‘religious
instruction should be banned
from schools and be the pre-
serve of Sunday schools,
madrassas or the home.’

Clarke, educated at a
Church of England School,
once visiting professor of
faith and politics at Lancaster Universi-
ty, and who once said that New Labour
wasn’t clear how it was thinking about
the place of faith in Britain, has called
for an overhaul of religious education.

Clarke has called for the end to legis-
lation committing schools to ‘predomi-
nantly Christian’ worship.

Along with the support of religious
education expert at Lancaster Universi-
ty, Prof Linda Woodhead, the pair have
called for religious and moral educa-
tion in place of solely religious educa-
tion.

The two, leading figures at Westmin-
ster Faith Debates, said that they do
not believe that the abolition of faith
schools is either desirable or feasible,
but that they think reforms could be
beneficial and properly explored.

While the pair say that they do not
agree with those arguing for religion to
be excluded from school life, they have
said that religious instruction should
not take place in schools because “it
allows little or no time for questioning
or criticism by pupils and/or ignores
(or even distorts or caricatures) other
forms of religion and belief and grants
them no legitimacy”.

The Accord Coalition broadly wel-

comed the report, titled
‘A New Settlement: Reli-
gion and Belief in
Schools’.

It calls for changes to
the way religious educa-
tion is offered in state
schools, including mak-
ing Religious Education a
nationally determined

subject covering all widely held reli-
gious and non-religious beliefs; abol-
ishing the requirement for compulsory
worship in schools and replacing it
with non-statutory guidance on the
provision of school assemblies.

They also call for a strong OFSTED
inspection system that monitors
schools’ community cohesion and ask
Government to seek agreement from
faith school sponsors so that if their
schools provide instructional RE they
provide it apart from the formal school
day.

The Chair of the Accord Coalition,
Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain, said: “The
report’s call to end the requirement for
compulsory daily worship, to make RE
at most schools a nationally deter-
mined subject, and to end compulsory
instructional RE at all state funded faith
schools, helps demonstrate the broad
and long existing consensus about how
religion and belief should be
approached in the school curriculum.

“The report should serve as a further
wake-up call to our political leaders
about how the current statutory frame-
work for RE and assemblies is working
to detriment of children’s education
and needs urgent reform.”

Former Education
Secretary calls for
religious instruction
ban in schools



THE ANGLICAN world is watching
the Church of Ireland to see how it
responds to last month’s vote in the
Republic to create same-sex mar-
riages, the Bishop of Cork, Cloyne &
Ross told his diocesan synod last
week.

If the Church holds together in the
face of sharply divided opinions on the
morality of gay marriage, it could be a
model for the wider Anglican world,
the Rt Rev Paul Colton said on 6 June.

Bishop Colton applauded the out-
come of last month’s referendum on
gay marriage saying it was now up to
the churches to do their rapport in
supporting the rights of gays and les-
bians in all aspects of life.

He was “was delighted and relieved
by the outcome,” he said, but conced-
ed that his views were not shared by all
Irish Anglicans.

Nevertheless “Christians must be to
the fore in exposing homophobia and
in countering it. The love, compassion
and message of Jesus Christ,
radical and inclusive in his
time, should drive us too, in
relation to all issues in our own
time, to be advocates for, and
agents of, justice, equality and
human rights throughout our
world.”

The task for the Church of
Ireland in the wake of the
“reality check” from the elec-
torate was to “hold together”
in the face of competing truth
claims and interpretations of
Scripture. “Could it be that we
in the Church of Ireland might
model something here in rela-
tion to holding together the
breadth of Anglican diversity,
something we set out deliber-
ately to value and preserve,
but which some have given up
on in other parts of the world
by setting up alternative
groups of fellowship under a
different Anglican umbrella?

“I think we, as the venerable
and ancient Church that we
are, catholic and reformed,
should work hard to make that
possible, and, in so doing,
offer it as a pattern to the
Anglican world,” the bishop

suggested.
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Diocese incorporates
to help abuse victims

Australian faith
leaders urge
Prime Minister
to oppose gay
marriage

By George Conger

A RURAL diocese in Western Vic-
toria has voted to incorporate
under Australian law so as to allow
survivors of clergy sexual abuse a
legal entity against whom they
could pursue their claims.

The synod of the Diocese of
Wangaratta joins Ballarat and
Bendigo in forming a diocesan cor-
poration. The Diocese of Mel-
bourne will take up the issue at its
synod meeting in the coming
weeks.

In his presidential address to

Synod on 4 June, the Rt Rev John
Parkes said the move to incorpo-
rate came in response to the
“McDermott decision of the Coun-
ty Court of Victoria” which said in
order to comply with Victoria
labour laws it was “necessary to
identify an employer of clergy
other than the Bishop.”

The other reason to incorporate
was to “have an identifiable corpo-
rate entity.”

On 30 January the Royal Com-
mission into Institutional Respons-
es to Child Sexual Abuse released
a consultation paper on Redress

and Civil Litigation that said a sur-
vivor of abuse should be able to
identify a legal entity for redress.

“It is important that our Church
be seen to be on the front foot in
responding to identified weakness-
es in our child protection frame-
work,” Bishop Parkes said.

“It is my hope and my prayer that
no survivor of abuse will need to
take legal proceedings against the
Diocese, because our processes
will already have provided proper
avenues for redress. But should
any person need to, then the way
forward for them must be clear.”

THE ARCHBISHOP of Sydney, the Most Rev Glenn
Davies, has endorsed a letter prepared by a coalition of
Australian church and religious leaders urging the
Prime Minister to oppose moves in Parliament to
legalise same-sex marriage.

Dr Davies, the Catholic Archbishop of Sydney Antho-
ny Fisher and 36 other Christian, Jewish and Muslim
leaders expressed their “grave concerns” over bills that
amend the Commonwealth Marriage Act of 1961 to
change the description of marriage as “the union of a
man and a woman, to the exclusion of all others, volun-
tarily entered into for life.”

The open letter stated: “To uphold marriage as the
mutual love of a man and a woman, open to the gift of
children, is not bigotry or prejudice.

“At many times throughout history, and sadly still
today in some places, people with same-sex attraction
have suffered injustice. This is to be deplored,” the let-
ter says.

“We should do more to ensure that our brothers and
sisters who are same-sex attracted are treated with the
dignity and respect owed to every human being. But
this does not require the further deconstruction of mar-
riage as traditionally understood.”

The traditional family was essential for the family and
society, they said.

“Any adult person can love and care for a child. But,
as a couple, two persons of the same sex are not able to
provide a child with the experience of both mothering
and fathering,” the letter said.

Countries that had changed the definition of mar-
riage had witnessed a rise in anti-religious bigotry he
said.

“We urge you and your fellow Members of Parliament
to uphold the law of the Commonwealth of Australia
regarding marriage as the union of a man and a woman
and to continue to support the common good of our
community by supporting true marriage.”

Anglican world ‘is watching Ireland’
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Vision
Sir, I fear James Catford’s
view of “vision” being the
reason for the success of the
same-sex marriage
referendum is rather
simplistic. Certainly the
Roman Catholic Church’s
influence has been badly
diminished due to the abuse
scandals, but I suggest two
very pertinent reasons for the
Yes vote were also:

A. The Yes campaign was
bankrolled by a US charity to
the tune of millions of dollars,
and this charity has openly
stated that they want to
change the culture in Ireland
in this respect.

B. Campaigners for a No
vote were intimidated so that
many were afraid to wear the
badges in public; the
campaign posters were torn
down by their opponents; and
the media and politicians
were all in favour of a YES
vote so there was no level
playing field regarding
publicity in any of the media.
In a culture where the media
are so powerful, this gave Yes
campaigners a huge
advantage.
Mrs S Wilson,
Tandragee

Plain teaching
Sir, In your edition of 5 June
Mr Durham states in that we
“cannot ignore decades of
biblical scholarship that has
demonstrated the Scriptures
do not possess “plain
teaching” on sexuality.” Lest
such a revisionist view of the
Bible becomes accepted I
question it. I refer to 2012
Goddard and Horrocks
(editors) Resources for church
leaders: Biblical and Pastoral
responses to homosexuality.

We do face major
challenges in this area
including pastorally. Strong
successful well-financed
pressure groups have an
agenda to drive much greater
change in society that run
counter to Biblical teaching.
They resort to lazy dog
whistle smear tactics using
words like “bigot” and
“phobia”.

Rick Warren, the American
author, put it succinctly: “Our
culture has accepted two
huge lies. The first is that if
you disagree with someone’s
lifestyle, you must fear or

hate them. The second is that
to love someone means you
have to agree with everything
they believe or do. Both are
nonsense. You don’t have to
compromise convictions to be
compassionate. “
Graham Ball,
Downend

Rant
Sir, The Rev David Littlewood
(29 May) may be a bit of a
ranter himself (eg “politics is
a particularly dishonest
profession”) but he does
truth no service by repeating
the lie that “the other party
led us into the Iraq war”.
True, Tony Blair asked the
Commons for their approval,
but which party recorded
more votes against the
proposition? I think it was not
the Conservatives!

Nor can he refute the
suggestion that two blatant
lies (about the cause of the
economic crisis – not
profligate Labour spending
on benefits, as Alan Storkey
demonstrated; and about
Labour’s coming alliance with
the SNP, which could never
have been necessary to
formalize) were placarded by
the Tories. And can he
produce one outright lie told
by Labour in the campaign? I
think not. Guesses about the
outcome of a Tory victory
maybe, but time will tell
whether they were inaccurate
guesses.

The Barabbas allusion may
have been pushing it a bit,
but Christ’s compassion for
the poor doesn’t shine out
from Tory policies!
The Rev George
Greenhough,
Selby

Pink pound
Sir, The escalating cost of
raising a child is felt most
acutely by hard-pressed
families and it is right that the
burden should be shared
through taxation. Few
childless people will resent
contributing towards the
nation’s children, although
they may regard having a
great many children,
regardless of one’s
circumstances, as
irresponsible.

Once their offspring have
flown the nest, parents often
find themselves with some
disposable income and
sometimes joke about
‘spending their children’s
inheritance’: a self-indulgent
cruise provides employment
for many and, by itself, does
not justify character
assassination.

Uninhibited by the Tenth
Commandment, it is always
possible to resent the ‘grey
pound’ but to single out the
‘pink pound’ for censure is
unreasonable. It treats gay
people as ‘the new Jews’ and
discounts the fact that their
money also contributes in so
many ways to the common
good, and that some may
actually be philanthropists.
Serena Lancaster,
Moreton-in-Marsh, Glos

Ecumenical views
Sir, Can this ecumenical
autobiographer (5 June) be
one time Bishop of Arundel
who hearing that Christian
students, staff and priests of
all denominations
worshipping together in the
new University of Sussex
Meeting House and sharing
the same communion cup,

passing it round from
neighbour to neighbour,
came over to Stanmer, moved
the RC chaplain and put a
stop to this unacceptable
practice?

As the Chair of the George
Bell Association I recall an
inquisitorial meeting of all the
parties and the dark shadow
that this intervention cast
over Sir Basil Spence’s
beautiful meeting house,
donated by our Christian
Chairman of Council to
provide a central place of
worship on campus with its
echoes of his inspiring
Coventry Cathedral.

It was a very different story
when Bob Runcie, just
elevated to Primate, came to
preach. It was standing room
only for a large enthusiastic
body of students as his
chaplain, now Bishop of
London, will no doubt recall.
Happy days.
Tommy Gee,
Wingfield, Suffolk

Contradictions
Sir, Canon Colin Craston
writes (29 May) that there
are contradictions in
Scripture. He gives an
example in the death of Judas
Iscariot in Matthew 27 and
Acts 1. But add John 19:31-34
and it becomes a little clearer.
Corpses were not allowed to
be in the city over Passover.

Arnold Fruchtenbaum, a
Messianic Jew with
theological and rabbinical
knowledge, in one of his
books explains that Judas’s
unclaimed dead body, when
found hanging, would have
been thrown over the city
wall into the Kidron Valley
below. This was presumably
where his “bowels gushed
out”. After the Sabbath his
corpse was likely removed
and buried.

The priests could not put
the coins, flung at them by
Judas, into the treasury as it
was blood money. So they
bought the Potter’s Field to
bury strangers in.

Hence Matthew says the
priests bought the field and
Acts says “Judas purchased
the field with the reward of
iniquity.” In a sense both did.
The priests bought the field
with Judas’s money.

No contradictions, just not
enough facts, or altogether in

one place, to understand the
full story.
Miss E Birkett,
Norwich

Concessions
Sir, Given the cases such as
Ashers Bakery, Jeremy
Collingwood lamely seeks
concessions from the political
class, that regarding equality
rights in business, Christians’
consciences ought to be
accommodated (5 June).

This results from their
rejection of God’s revelation,
displacing his values and
worldview, replacing them
with their own as supreme.
Take the Coalition
Government’s repudiating of
God’s institution of marriage
as a basic building block of
civil society by the fraud
redefining it.

Like its acceptance of the
all-providing parental state
with its progressive taxation,
this is straight out of the
Communist Manifesto, and
traces back to the French
Revolution and its precursors.

As our Prime Minister is a
practising Anglican, how is
this possible? Could it be that
bishops are responsible for
allowing generations of
clergy to leave our laity
confused as to what
Christianity teaches and what
are Christian values? Perhaps
“the time is come that
judgement must begin at the
house of God” (I Peter 4:17).

Returning to marriage.
Because it is God’s
institution, leaders in both
Church and State have roles
in its protection.

But what is it and its
function? It is a life long
union of one man with one
woman, sure; for procreation,
yes.

But in Malachi’s words
“That [God] might seek a
godly seed” (2:15). That is
God’s purpose for all
marriages, and it can only be
fulfilled within Christian
discipleship.

How long will we continue
to give the idea that belief in
God and discipleship is
optional when all: men,
women and their families are
the target of the Great
Commission (Matt 28)?
Alan Bartley,
Greenford,
Middlesex

Different opinions are a test of our maturity
Sir, DF Kinch’s letter (12 June) will have saddened not a
few of us. He objected to Alan Storkey’s “Dishonest
Election” article, which defended a left wing position.

But surely a paper is the right place for sharing views
with which not everyone will agree. We do not just want
articles that confirm our present position. Politics
especially are very much a spiritual concern, and the left
wing has an honourable Christian connection. There must
be a place for our faith thus to be challenged and thereby
deepened. It is a test of our maturity.

Many of us value the extent to which the CEN is willing
to represent a wide variety of emphases.

Orthodoxy is not in question; it is like a diamond,
reflecting differently depending from where you view it.
Andrew Salmon,
Wareham



David Cameron, after the FIFA debacle, declared
in a crusading spirit that the world must address
corruption, an important point. If it is not to be a
whited sepulchre announcement, looking at the
rest of the world in righteousness while Britain is
full of dead men’s bones, we must look at our-
selves first.

We could understand corrup-
tion in Christian moral
terms to cover bribery -
paying money for advan-
tages, graft; getting
money from position,
milking the system;
extracting money which is
not rightfully yours and
advantage; gaining an
advantage falsely which
will later produce cash.

Bribery is illegal, but
these moral categories are
often wider than the legal
limits of corruption, as we
shall see. A little reading
shows how widespread
corrupt practices seem to
be among Britain’s major
companies and how they
are sometimes not prose-
cuted. Further, of course,
the bribery not uncovered
may well exceed what is
known by several times.

In pharmaceuticals GlaxoSmithKlein are our
biggest company. They were fined $3 billion in
the States for bribing doctors and encouraging
unsuitable anti-depressants for children. In
China they funnelled £300 million through travel
agencies to provide doctors with holidays. Their
bribery was also reported as practised on a large
scale in Italy, Germany and Poland. This is hard-
ly a clean sheet.

In banking the corruption is too full-scale to
cover here. A lot of it is institutionalised bribery,
where sellers of financial goods are given incen-
tives and pressure to sell and therefore mis-sell
financial products. Lloyds, another of our biggest
companies, was fined £10 billion for mis-selling
Private Protection Insurance. HSBC, our biggest
bank, was involved in helping money laundering
and was fined about £1 billion for so doing. Of
course, you only launder money if you yourself
get a good cut.

Barclays, another of our biggest banks was
involved in international exchange market cor-
ruption. Its CEO Bob Diamond resigned around
the rigging of the Libor rate, in one of the biggest
of the financial markets. Here, again, rewards to
employees, bonuses and incentivised money-
making illegality on a vast scale.

RBS, another of our biggest banks, eventually
closed down a tax-avoidance department with
business in tax havens like the Cayman Islands.
Tax avoiders pay those who help them to do it,
and avoidance has lost the Exchequer some £60
billion a year of money that should go to the
Exchequer. So banking has been ripping off cus-
tomers, the markets and the state on a large
scale. Hardly any bankers have been prosecuted,
despite this large scale corruption.

Our biggest arms company, BAe Systems, was
being prosecuted for massive bribery by the Seri-
ous Fraud Office involving Saudi Arabia and
South Africa but the Blair Government felt pursu-
ing this serious crime was “against the national
interest”.

In a later BAe corruption case involving Tanza-
nia there was an arrangement by Serious Fraud
Office whereby they managed to avoid the
bribery charge. The big boy gets away with it.

Auditors are employed to keep firms on the
straight by their accounting checks, but because

they are paid by their clients they have
an interest with their clients. Not surprisingly
they have often favoured their clients for an
appropriate reward. PricewaterhouseCoopers,
one of Britain’s biggest auditors, was whitewash-
ing the accounts of JP Morgan the banker to a
vast amount and was fined, as was JP Morgan.

In area after area shady practices occur. Juicy
contracts land with a certain buyer. Government
assets are sold off at a pittance: you might look at
the formation of the major arms company, Qin-
tec. There are far too many cases for this article,
but let us focus on one small incident that sums
up the situation.

Just before the 2010 election, Andrew Lansley,
then Shadow Secretary of State for Health and
shortly to be Secretary of State received £21,000
from the wife of John Nash, the Chairman of
Care UK, a major NHS private contractor. Actual-
ly, in the Daily Telegraph (14/1/2010) the dona-
tion was assigned directly to John Nash and it
then migrated to his wife. The money was for
Lansley’s office as Shadow Minister of Health
where he was formulating and presenting a poli-
cy in the election that included a bigger role for
private companies.

It seems to me unthinkable that Mrs Nash had
no idea that the donation might favour the cause
of hubby’s business, which was 95 per cent with
the NHS and amounted to £400 million and more
- a small donation leading to big contracts.
According to Lansley, the Conservatives and Mr
Cameron this smells of roses. Even with my
reduced sense of smell, it whiffs of corruption.

So, will Mr Cameron address in practice what
he preaches about? The Rt Hon Andrew Lansley
is the test case. Either Nelson’s telescope will
continue to work, or there must be a public
repentance.

AA BBlliinndd EEyyee ttoo

CCoorrrruuppttiioonn??
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Is UK law becoming culturally relative?

Our judicial system has had another less than glorious couple of
weeks. Mrs Justice Pauffley in the Family Division of the High
Court said that a father should not be sanctioned for smacking his
child, as the law of the land demands, because the father was of a
South Asian culture with different cultural norms in regards to
child discipline. The NSPCC strongly protested the judge’s
remarks, declaring that all children, from whatever cultural back-
ground, in the UK deserved the same legal protection. How and
why a judge could possibly advocate such cultural relativism so as
to undermine the clear legislation passed by a democratically elect-
ed Parliament is baffling.

Another significant case was that of a ‘forced marriage’ prosecu-
tion, reported in depth by the Independent. An Asian businessman
who raped and imprisoned a woman to entrap her into marriage
became the first person prosecuted under the forced marriage law,
in place for some 10 years. In fact the crime was of grievous bodily
harm, rape and kidnap: ‘forced marriage’ was the least of the
offences and seems to have been tacked on as an effort to try a
prosecution. Forced marriage as a standalone offence has still not
been prosecuted, although charities campaigning on behalf of vic-
tims say thousands of women need vindication by the courts.

It seems that the Crown Prosecution Service has simply blocked
the use of this law, so thwarting the will of Parliament, as with
forced marriage and the crime of female genital mutilation. All this
undermines the law as applied equally, ‘without fear or favour’, and
weakens its authority. It also shows that multi-culturalism has
drilled down into the very law of the land and its application.

Ironically the enemies of western values, for example Boko
Haram, meaning ‘western education is forbidden’, in Nigeria, seem
to gain the agreement of such judges and CPS officials, since they
are in effect also saying that western laws are just matters of taste.
Our judicial system is basically issuing the message that law is mat-
ter for cultural difference and diversity, that there is no universal
value system underlying the ban on forced marriage, FGM, or hit-
ting children.

Cultural relativism is subtly gaining ground into legal
relativism, which is a frightening phenomenon because
all citizens should be under the protection of the one law
in the same way. If a law is wrong, then Parliament should
correct it, but for everyone.

There is no real reason why the Family Law Division,
operating this doctrine of culturally defined law and appli-
cation, should not endorse polygamous marriages, and
the CPS block prosecutions for polygamy in parallel with
its treatment of FGM and forced marriage. Are we now
entering a phase in our national life in which cultural alle-
giances can define legal outcomes?

Much is now spoken of human rights, but the Islamic
Cairo Declaration of Human Rights contains some strik-
ing differences from the western United Nations Decla-
ration, particularly on women’s rights and marriage, in
line with some culturally relative attitudes shown above
by the CPS and the Family Law courts.C
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By David Runcorn

‘The nub of the disagreement
which has prevented us from
coming closer as a result of our
deliberations … turns, as has the
Church’s ongoing disagreement
on questions of sexuality, on the
meaning and authority of
scripture,’ (Pilling report p15).

Apartheid and the Word
With the death of Nelson
Mandela, stories of apartheid
South Africa have been retold
in all their harrowing detail.
Less commented on was how
uncomfortable this chapter of
history remains for Reformed
and Evangelical churches who
make particular claim to base
their life and values on the
teaching of scripture. The
disturbing fact about apartheid
is that it was a doctrine that
claimed biblical warrant. Within
a predominantly Christian
country it was rigorously
applied to a whole society and
backed up by highly qualified
university faculties of theology,
hermeneutical studies and
ethics.

Apartheid means ‘the state of
being apart’ (not unlike the
word ‘Pharisee’). To a
significant degree this became
a theological as well as social
reality in South Africa. Faith
and ethics were founded on the
hermeneutics of a closed world.

In his acclaimed book,
Imitating Jesus - an inclusive
approach to New Testament
Ethics, Richard Burridge
explores how the Reformed and
Evangelical Churches and
organisations in post-apartheid
South Africa faced up to the
reality that their reading and
interpretation of scripture had
led them to participate in a
theological and social system
they now knew to be evil.

For Burridge their stories
stand as a warning ‘to those
who wish to use Biblical
narratives as a guide for the
ethical behaviour today’ and
against searching the Bible for
rules or commands to apply to
complex contemporary issues.
Indeed this ‘may even call this
entire approach to the Bible of
looking for models for today
into question’.

Now all these churches
expressed deep penitence for
this. Some also repented of
having repressed ‘dissident’
voices within their own ranks
during this period. But these
confessions invariably
concluded with confident
reaffirmations of the centrality
of scripture and a renewed
resolve to obey and proclaim it
more faithfully.

Burridge asks how churches
caught out in such error can be
so confiddeenntt that their reading

of scripture is now ‘correct’?
They thought they were ‘in line’
with the word of God before,
didn’t they?

Beyond right and wrong
In the present debate on human
sexuality a great deal of time is
being spent stating and
defending positions that various
parties believe to be right.

I want to turn the discussion
round and ask: How would we
know when we have got it
wrong?

It seems to me vital that we
have some way of approaching
this question.

But straight away I am
framing the issue in the
dualistic terms that
oversimplify and leave us
deadlocked – right vs wrong,
good vs bad, biblical vs liberal,
traditionalist vs revisionist, etc.
The question needs framing
more carefully. It requires us to
take a step back. I need to find
a way of watching and listening
to myself as I read. Only then
can I recognise how I am
interpreting what I read. This is
about becoming aware of the
presuppositions, prejudices and
assumptions that limit my
responses to what I read.

What follows are the personal
reflections of someone on the
‘including’ end of the
evangelical spectrum (see
Pilling p176), seeking to
identify the ways in which this
question continues to search
me out and know me.

The Emotional Journey
I first encountered the
evangelical tradition as a young
adult in a glorious re-awakening
of faith that remains its gift to
me. The life that opened up so
wonderfully at that time was
built upon the pastoral
foundation of socially
conservative ethics. I still
respect this. But within that
world homosexuality drew very
particular condemnation. It was
the sin of sins: an
‘Abomination’.

Biblically its condemnation
was particularly attached to
Romans 1 and to the story of
Sodom where it thus gained a
name that became a byword in
history for all that is considered
most evil, disordered and
wilfully godless.

Now the Bible has no such
league table of sins. Nor would
homosexuality be at the top if it
did – attracting so relatively
little attention compared to
other moral issues. But a highly
respected evangelical leader
and personal mentor at the time
would privately speak of
homosexuality as ‘one of the
great evils facing the church’
(unaware how often he was
speaking to good people who

were secretly anguishing over
their own, unchosen, sexual
attraction).

When such plainly unbiblical
distortions are claimed as
scriptural, something else is
going on.

It means that for many in this
tradition the subject of same-
sex relationships comes
charged with powerful
emotional responses.

When a man in his 70s
shared on a Christian website
the journey he had been on to
come to a place where he could
begin to accept and relate to
gay men and women he was
dismissed rather impatiently by
some but thanked by others.
The deepest challenge for him
had not been scripture. It was
the struggle with his own gut
responses to the whole subject,
deeply conditioned through his
upbringing within a particular
era of social, cultural and
religious history.

Revulsion, distress or anxiety
are not measures of the
rightness of any viewpoint. Still
less are they signs of biblical
fidelity. They may just be telling
me I am revolted, anxious and
distressed about an issue. And
that calls me to attend more
carefully to my personal
journey into a mature and
secure awareness of my own
sexual identity and desires. My
freedom to read and receive the
truth of scripture will depend,
in varying measure, on my
willingness to make that
journey at all.

Pilling and others note the
generational feature to this
debate. Many of the younger
generation of Christians simply
don’t understand the fuss at
this point. To be sure they face
the challenge of a destructively
sexualised society. But on this
subject I confess to envying
their less defended perspective.
As a result they may be
receptive to understandings
and responses previous
generations have struggled to
be open to.

Note to self: I am part of this
journey too. Whatever ‘straight’
means in this context it never
means straight-forward!

Self criticism and the Word
‘If the Bible is to be read
correctly the first requirement
is self-criticism’. The
evangelical tradition has always
taken this seriously because it
is very serious about sin. It is
committed to a continual
process of reading, re-
examining, repenting, re-
interpreting its life according to
the Word. Indeed its own
understanding of scripture
requires it. But the process
does not come with guarantees.
This was the approach of many

South African Christians too.
I must start with self-

examination. How defensive or
defended am I? How do I cope
with criticism? What is my
response to being found wrong
or making a mistake? How
graciously do I receive and take
time over viewpoints that
challenge my own in ways I
cannot simply refute? I will
need the help of truthful friends
to know the answer to these
questions.

Note to self: strength of
conviction is no guarantee that I
am right. I will live with
conviction but hold my
‘certainties’ with respectful
suspicion. Others have thought
my thoughts before me - and they
too knew they were right.

The Word in community
Hermeneutical and biblical
studies in post-apartheid South
Africa have been stressing the
need to hear the voice of the
‘outsider’ or ‘ordinary reader’.
All must have a share in the
process of biblical
interpretation - especially those
on the margins and whose lives
are most impacted by what is
being taught. The reading and
interpreting of scripture
requires a hospitable
spaciousness.

And in such discussions ‘the
contribution of the Biblical
exegete is not to provide
“correct answers” of the
“Biblical teaching” but to offer
the Christian community some
expertise and methods to
enable them to grapple with the
text themselves, while at the
same time listening to their
‘ordinary readings’. We must no
longer presume to talk about. It
must be talking with. Only a
diverse, inclusive community
will guard us against self-
serving community readings.

This conviction has
significantly changed the way I
now seek to teach and explore
scripture. Wherever I can I
invite discussion and shared
reflection so that exegesis and
personal story weaves in and
out of a variety of approaches to
the text. The result is as scary
as it is exciting.

It has certainly challenged

my assumptions as to where
the authority of the word is to
be found in any group. Having
prepared my best, as
preacher/teacher, I have to
surrender control of text and
process and my place at the
centre, and trust the ‘ordinary
reader’.

It is in this context that I
think that the extended
‘facilitated discussions’
recommended by the Pilling
report remain essential. We
cannot under-estimate the
extent to which we are still
learning to speak and listen to
each other.

Note to self: I am/we are
always part of a bigger story.
Fellowship must always include
those who, while sharing my

faith, do not necessarily ‘speak
my language’ or share my
convictions. I need critical
friends.

Ethics and the risk of the
future
Christian faith is forward-
looking. It is future-oriented.
This should shape how we do
ethics and suggests an
important place for risk,
adventure and experiment. But
while this has been a mark of
evangelical approaches to
mission, its approach to ethics
is instinctively conservative.

“When ethics is understood
as the adjudication of tricky
cases of conscience by
balancing moral principles, the
practice is implicitly socially
conservative – since it assumes
there is nothing fundamentally
wrong with the status quo, only
with its anomalies. In contrast,
the Christian community lives
within a tradition based on a
story which in many respects
contradicts the assumptions of
the contemporary social status
quo. How then does the
community faithfully live out its
story?” (Sam Wells. My italics).

Craig Uffman, who is quoting
Wells, takes this further. “The
problem is NOT that folks are
making wrong choices with
respect to homosexuality. Our
task is not to defend tradition or
a particular ethical conclusion
with regard to a proposed act.”

And how would I know when I am wrong?
Evangelical faith and the Bible
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The focus on right or wrong
acts confuses what Christian
ethics is for. The real issue is
not choice but vision, he says. If
that is so then “our strategy
ought not to be to engage in
continuous battle over whether
homoeroticism is rightly
defended or condemned or in
other questions about right
acts, but rather to call the
Church to the practices
through which virtue is formed,
wherein we learn to take the
right things for granted.

“The material cause of right
actions is a virtuous
community, and so our most
fruitful approach in ethics is to
focus persistently on the
formation of that virtuous
community, resisting the
temptation to respond at the
level of [the] acts
[themselves].”

Note to self: Christian ethics is
not for reducing to right or
wrong choices. It is about
primarily what story I wish to be
part of. My choices will flow from
that.

On waiting for the fruit
One of the things that distorts
my judgement more than any
other is an unwillingness to
wait. Jesus addresses this when
he commends a test of
discernment that cannot be
based on prior convictions
about permitted or forbidden
acts. This is the test of
‘fruitfulness’. ‘By their fruits
you shall recognise them … A
good tree cannot bear bad fruit’
(Matt 7.16-18).

In my essay for the Pilling
report I note that “since fruit
needs time to grow and reveal
its quality this must be a longer-
term strategy for discernment.
And as fruit requires tending
and care this process requires a
trusting, patient and non-
anxious inclusion,” (P190).

But can I be sure I recognise
good fruit when I see it? I
readily presume to judge the
fruit or otherwise in the lives of
others. What is a far harder
task is to discern the fruit of my
presence and values for others
– my own effect. Is my living,
teaching and moral vision
enabling a fruitful flourishing
among those called to gospel
faithfulness and obedience?
What is our measure of this?
How do I know if I am not
simply imposing unsustainable
burdens?

It has been rightly said that
‘the last thing we discover
about ourselves is our effect’.

Pastoral and personal
experience makes plain that the
evangelical tradition has not
been fruitful in communicating
the love and life of Christ to
LGBT people. All too often the
price of welcome has been
silence, at a high cost of
personal secrecy, concealment
and isolation.

We have been unable to offer
‘safe places’ from which men
and women may explore the
issues that shape their deepest
desires and relationships. We
havvveee rrreeeqqquuuiiireddd people to bear

heavy burdens without offering
support. We have silently
colluded with the most violent
prejudices of the surrounding
societies and nations. In this
respect we have not been good
fruit.

A Christian approach to
ethical questions must be
centred on Jesus’ life, death,
resurrection and in-breaking
future Kingdom. It will always
be asking, ‘What kind of
community and events were the
outcome of his words and
deeds?’

The answer is one marked by
unexpected welcome, healing
and scandalous inclusion. “In
seeking to follow Jesus, we are
called not merely to obey his
ethical ‘strenuous commands’
in the pursuit of holiness but
also to imitate his deeds and his
words, which call his hearers to
merciful and loving acceptance
of everyone, including and
especially those whom some
consider to be sinners, without
preconditions,” (Burridge, p78).

Note to self: if my faith is to
bear fruit, and enable
fruitfulness in the lives of others,
I need a trusting theology of time
and a more biblical commitment
to welcome and justice.

Experience and the Word
A tradition that strongly
stresses the Bible as the
supreme authority for all life
and morals will tend to be
directive in its style. It therefore
looks with suspicion at claims
to be guided from experience.
In his book The Word of Life -
the use of the Bible in Pastoral
Care, William Challis
challenges this. He quotes
James Poling who strikingly
defines the task of pastoral
theology as “being to prevent
theology becoming oppressive,
denying the truth of people’s
experience.”

We need to take it seriously
when one of the most familiar
results of trying to apply biblical
texts to contemporary same-sex
relationships is that those being
referred to simply do not
recognise themselves there at all.
This is not that. Indeed the very
idea is actually offensive. We
need to listen to this.

Indeed it is this conviction
that has been quietly leading
many evangelicals to re-
examine their understanding of
what scripture teaches on this
issue.

Of course there is a danger in
making my subjective
experience the sole judge of
what is right or true. But a
tradition that stresses total
reliance on an absolute external
authority is usually more in
danger of imposing a position
onto the lives and contexts of
others, presuming to
understand what it has not first
drawn near and listened to.
That is why Pilling heard
concerns expressed not over
the different ways in which
scripture was read but ‘the
harm done to people by some
ways of reading it,’ (P6:30 my
italics).

Note to self: my neighbour’s
story must be received as I would
receive Christ. It is their personal
‘holy scripture’.

Dead right? – Bible and mis-
sion
One thing the Pilling report and
the evangelical tradition have in
common is a concern for
mission. And in this context,
‘the Church of England’s
current teaching and practice is
deeply off-putting to those
outside the church and
therefore a serious impediment
to mission,” (P6).

It is possible to be a
stumbling block for the sake of
the gospel and a stumbling
block in the way of the gospel.
Mission itself is part of the
question here. Of what use is
‘being right’ if it simply
alienates, scandalises and
leaves the watching world
unable to hear the gospel at all?
What does a person gain if they
save their soul but lose the
world? (cf Rom 9.3).

Is it possible to be ddeeaadd
right?
This would have been of
primary concern to Paul and
the New Testament writers.
They were firm on the call to
distinctiveness of life – ‘live up
to your calling … do not live as
the pagans live’ (Eph 4.1). But
they also knew that this radical
new community could simply
alienate people who had no way
of relating to its values at all.

They wanted no unnecessary
obstacles placed on people’s
paths to faith. This
consideration lies behind the
otherwise contradictory
teachings on relationships
between men and women in
public worship and households.
Where patriarchal headship is
(puzzlingly) re-asserted it is
best understood as the
Christian community working
out its calling together in a
particular mission context.

There is a godly pragmatism,
a missional ethic, about
Christian living that remains a
priority in the world today. In
the early church, ‘for the sake
of the Lord’ (a persistent theme
in Ephesians) accepted certain
constraints on its behaviour so
as to sustain an environment of
welcome and meeting through
which outsiders could draw
near to Christ.

The scandal of the first
Christian church before the
watching world was that it was
radically including in its
expression of human
relationships. The irony is that
today the scandal of the church
in the Western world is
reversed. Resistance to the full
inclusion of women alongside
men in the church leadership,
belief in male headship over
women and strong opposition to
the acceptance of faithful same-
sex relationships is experienced
as an excluding sexual ethic.

To many in our society it is
offensive, actually
incomprehensible and
experienced as a serious

obstruction to the proclamation
of the gospel. “For many, we
make the good news into bad
news!” (David Gillett).

Note to self: may the only
stumbling block I place in the
path of others be the one I cannot
avoid because I am a follower of
Christ.

Trusting the trajectory of the
Word
The New Testament is not a
systematic document of belief
and practice. It is a testament of
theology, faith and living in
progress. This is the
background to my comment in
my essay for the Pilling report.
“Where the Bible does not
directly address the context of
any contemporary social debate
we must seek what may be
called the ‘trajectory of
scripture,” (P191).

The primary authority of the
Bible was a central theme in the
Reformation. Sola Scriptura.
There are those who can only
hear the call for acceptance of
same-sex relationships as a final
abandoning of this doctrine. It
is not. Rather there is a
necessary revisiting of how
scripture is read for
contemporary life and
dilemmas. It is a doctrine that
needs reforming – which is,
after all, a thoroughly biblical
idea.

The challenge remains
central to the emerging life of
the Reformed and Evangelical
churches in South Africa.
Evangelical theologian and
historian Mark Noll also finds it
present in earlier history
among the conservative
Southern Churches after the
Civil War. He observes that
what made the hermeneutical
transition to racial integration
so difficult for them was that a
whole doctrine of the Bible was
at stake – not simply its
interpretation for one issue.

Bishop David Gillett, a
respected evangelical leader
and former principal of Trinity
College, Bristol, publically
supports same-sex
relationships on the basis of
scripture. He sees the present
challenge as the faithful
continuation of a hermeneutical
trajectory rather than the
dismantling of a doctrine that
some fear. Stressing the
continued centrality of scripture
in his life and ministry he
writes: “For me this process of
interpretation has led to
significant changes in belief and
attitude, most clearly in five
main areas -
* Creation and Evolution
* Divorce and remarriage
* Other religions
* Women in Leadership
* Same-sex attraction and
partnerships.

“For me, as for many others,
this process is so closely linked
throughout that it is important
to look at the last one as part of
a continuous hermeneutical
development. In each area we
have seen significant changes
in what Christians and the

Church have accepted as ‘right
in God’s eyes’. It is perhaps
inevitable that the one through
which we are living now
(namely the issue of same sex-
relationships) is seen to be the
greatest change and challenge,
but some of the previous ones
were as radical in their time, if
not more so.”

The issue we face in this
discussion is not whether or not
we are being biblical, yes or no.
It is the way we read the Bible
in the first place, the questions
we need to ask of it today and
the hermeneutical process
required if we are to faithfully
found our lives upon it. And in
the divisiveness of the present
issue there are also important
questions as to how we engage
in corporate discernment
together in this process and
what grounds we use for
exercising that discernment.

Note to self: Now I see dimly …
(1 Cor 12.13)

The joy of being wrong!
In the ancient Easter liturgy of
the Church the cantor chants
the story of the world. It begins
with creation and moves
quickly to the sin of Adam and
its tragic consequence. Verse
after verse tells of the awfulness
of sin and of the darkness of
this world and its rebellion.

Then, rising steadily in pitch,
the liturgy tells of the coming of
Christ, the second Adam. What
the first Adam lost, the second
Adam wins back. The liturgy
builds up to a climax until the
sin of Adam is eclipsed by the
overwhelming glory of what
has been won by Christ and his
cross. And now comes the
astonishing line, ‘Oh happy
fault! - that won for us so great
salvation’.

These are very challenging
times and complex issues. The
wisdom we need for these days
will be hard-won. But the
transforming gift of the gospel
is never found in the security of
being right. It is actually
revealed in the joy of being
wrong. In fact it is essential that
we are wrong! Our narrow
vision, our tribal agendas, our
lesser securities, our limited
understandings, must be
constantly broken open by
divine grace.

In one of the most memorable
tributes to Nelson Mandela,
Rowan Williams said: “Most
politicians represent an interest
group, a community of people
who vote for them and whose
interests they serve. Nelson
Mandela was different; he
represented a community that
did not yet exist, a community
he hoped would come into
being.”

That seems to me to exactly
express the calling of the
church and all who minister
within it.

There is another story being
told. One that is yet to be fully
revealed. It is always breaking
through. And we can trust it
with our lives.

O happy fault!
Jesus is Lord!



Church in Decline?
“Christianity is dying out among the Anglo-Saxon and Celtic peoples of Great Britain,”
announced Damian Thompson in The Spectator looking at the latest figures from the
British Social Attitudes survey that indicate the number of Anglicans fell from 40 per cent
of the population in 1983 to just 17 per cent last year. Self-identifying Catholics also
declined but not as steeply because of immigration. Thompson was just one of a
number of commentators to examine the BSA figures but what few actually
noted was that these statistics refer to people who claim an Anglican
allegiance but may rarely go to church. Figures for church attendance show
a much less steep decline. What is really happening is that instead of
calling themselves ‘C of E’ many non-churchgoers claim to be spiritual
but not religious or, to use a term common in America, to be ‘nones’.
One person who recognised that what we are really facing is the
demise of nominal belonging and an end to a situation where the
default position is ‘C of E’ was Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali writing
in the Daily Telegraph. The decline in baptism figures is a good
example of what the Bishop was talking about. People are no
longer using the church for ‘hatch, match and dispatch’. The
BSA survey had no category for the spiritual but Nazir-Ali
suspects many would have opted for this. The days of an
established Church may be numbered although the desire to
have traditional religious ceremonies on national occasions will
persist. But if the church preaches, teaches and worships
effectively and is ready to reach out and serve human needs
and identify with people in their spiritual quest

congregations will continue to gather and even grow.

Growing Church
One church that is definitely growing is Saddleback. It has just
launched the Daring Faith Campaign, the largest and most ambitious

expansion in its history. Rick Warren’s aim is to raise a total of $71
million and already he has received $7 million in cash donations.
The aim is to have 40,000 weekend worshippers by 2020, its 40th
anniversary. At present Saddleback includes 10 Southern
California campuses with 27,000 weekly worshippers and 7,500

people meeting for home groups. International campuses
have sprung up in Berlin, Buenos Aires, Hong Kong and
Manila. There is a plan to open 10 more centres in
Southern California. Saddleback’s mission plans come at

a time when there is talk of decline in American
Christianity and a growth in people who say they are not
attached to any faith (‘nones’) but veteran sociologist of

religion, Rodney Stark has urged caution. He claims in
a new book he is writing, The Global Religious

Awakening, that there is more religious activity in the
world than ever before. He also claims that more
Americans are evangelical than seven years ago. Stark

argues the total is 35 per cent of Americans and includes
many in the Catholic and mainstream churches.

Christians in Politics
After disastrous interviews on TV and in Pink News, Tim Farron
continues to be criticised by fellow evangelicals for changing his views on
gay marriage in order to get elected Lib Dem leader and by gay activists
unimpressed by his attempts to disguise his record. In contrast to Farron
the Tory leader in Scotland, Ruth Davidson, impresses even journalists on
the left. She told The Guardian’s Decca Aitkenhead that she and her Irish
girlfriend have not decided whether to marry yet because they have only
been together a year but she also came out as a practising Christian.
Research reveals she is a member of the Church of Scotland and supports
faith schools (believing the Kirk should open its own). Davidson, who has
taken plenty of abuse from the Nationalists, grew up in a working class
area of Glasgow and can look after herself but for many people it’s
probably easier to be a Christian in politics in the background than on the
front line. One priest who is politically active emerged from the shadows
when Zac Goldsmith announced he was spending £60,000 of his own
money to poll his constituents to see if they want him to stand as Mayor of
London. Returning Officer for the ballot is Fr Martin Hislop, Vicar of St
Luke’s, Kingston, and Chairman of the Richmond Park Conservative
Association. Fr Hislop, who hails from Australia, is well-known in Forward
in Faith and serves on the Bishop of Fulham’s Council of Priests (steering
clear of Southwark Diocesan and Deanery Synods). There is little doubt
that Zac will get the overwhelming endorsement of his constituents. He
increased his majority from 4,000 to 21,000 in the last election.
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Return to Faith
In the late 1980s AN Wilson came out as an atheist and published a pamphlet
entitled Against Religion. He followed this up with books on Jesus and Paul and
declared that writing a life of CS Lewis and reading Lewis’ books had made him a
non-believer. Speaking in St Mary-le-Bow, he quoted Michael Ramsey telling a
young priest who had lost his faith not to worry but to carry on praying and
receiving the sacraments and said he preferred that approach to the muscular
apologetic offered by Lewis. “But that priest was me!” exclaimed Fr Victor Stock,
the vicar of St Mary’s. In 2009 Wilson announced he had regained his faith and he
has now published a new book, The Book of the People, about how he thinks the
Bible should be read. He claims he is really finishing a book started by a friend
now dead he describes as ‘L’ but he also admits this is a composite figure. Other
characters make appearances, identified by single initials and it is likely that two
of them are Gore Vidal and Christopher Hitchens. Wilson, who read theology at
Oxford and studied as an ordinand at St Stephen’s House, has no time for
fundamentalism and places his main emphasis on the Bible’s ability to appeal to
our imagination and transform our lives but he is impressed by Richard
Bauckham’s work on eye-witness testimony. A key experience was when he heard
an American gospel choir singing ‘The Blood Done Signed Thy Name’: “Lead me,
dear Master to my home above… The Blood will never lose its power’.

It’s OFFICIAL – Chocolate is good for you!

Before you reach for
the chocolate box, they
do make it clear that this
was an observational
study so no definitive
conclusions about cause
and effect can be drawn.
Here’s my take on it - I’d
wager that people ‘treat-
ing’ themselves to choco-
late are aware of the
importance of self-care
and happiness. I can only
acquiesce that the study

was conducted around conventional chocolate – ie
‘confectionary’ — which contains high levels of sugar
and fillers and so I wonder if these figures would have
been even more impressive if done on people regular-
ly eating ‘real’ chocolate – ie high percentage Cacao
with minimal additives and fillers.

Excellent news all round though! Opt for the best
quality you can find, check out the brand new arrival
from Barcelona: Blanxart chocolate from Planet
Organic and the organic artisan chocolate from ‘Seed
and Bean’.

And if you fancy becoming a bit of a chocolatier,
check out the raw chocolate making kit from
Chochick.

And don’t forget… as chocolate is technically a
bean… it’s one of your Five a Day!

In fact according to the latest research ‘eating up to 100g
of chocolate daily is linked to lowered heart disease and
stroke risk’.

A study published in the journal ‘Heart’ says there
doesn’t seem to be any evidence for cutting out choco-
late to lower the risk of cardiovascular disease.

They base their findings on almost 21,000 adults tak-
ing part in the EPIC-Norfolk study, which is tracking the
impact of diet on the long-term health of 25,000 men and
women in Norfolk, England, using food frequency and
lifestyle questionnaires.

The researchers also carried out a systematic review
of the available international published evidence on the
links between chocolate and cardiovascular disease,

involving almost 158,000 people — including the EPIC
study participants.

The results seem incredible. The calculations showed
that, compared with those who ate no chocolate, higher
intake was linked to an 11 per cent lower risk of cardio-
vascular disease and a 25 per cent lower risk of associat-
ed death.

Among the 16,000 people whose inflammatory protein
(CRP) level had been measured, those eating the most
chocolate seemed to have an 18 per cent lower risk than
those who ate the least. The highest chocolate intake
was similarly associated with a 23 per cent lower risk of
stroke, even after taking account of other potential risk
factors.
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ANDREW

CAREY
Earlier in the year I heard a Radio 4 Analysis
programme that made the claim that Britain was
no longer divided between left and right but
between a London-centric liberal cosmopolitanism
and the rest (‘Two Nation Britain’, Radio 4, 23
March 2015).

The presenter of the programme, Jeremy Cliffe,
didn’t quite use the term ‘red-neck’ to describe the
‘rest’ yet this was in the sub-text of the programme.
His claim is of a sort of culture war of those who
are politically correct, in love with the EU,
immigration, gay marriage and multi-culturalism
and those who are less comfortable with this vision
of modernity. I think there is something to this
analysis but such programmes all seem to suggest
that the traffic is all one-way to a future of ever
more liberal and anti-traditional British Social
Attitudes surveys.

In fact, the ‘culture war’ is yet to be won, and in
fact will probably never be finally finished. It may
be more helpful to view modernity in a different
way.

I don’t buy the image of cultural warfare in which
there is bound to be an eventual winner. I think it is
far more accurate to think in terms of a tidal
analogy in which the waves come and go on a
regular basis with the occasional exceptional high
tide.

In other words, social attitudes may be liberal at
the moment, but if those attitudes prove to be
harmful to families, or children, then there may be
some correction. Permissive parents who could
never say ‘no’ to their children have been
succeeded by parents who want some discipline
back in family life. The tide has turned against an
education system in which ‘all must have prizes’ to
an emphasis on competition and rigour.

It was once viewed as close to racism to call for
tighter immigration controls whereas now it is
rightly seen as a matter of common sense. I have
no doubt that the legislative provision for same-sex
marriage is here to stay but it is highly likely that
public opinion will see-saw between a view of
marriage that focuses on the romantic fulfilment of
adults and sameness, and a view that emphasises
children and complementarity.

So homophobia rightly goes, but strong
differences of opinion remain about morality and
purpose. To take another example, racism is
correctly viewed as beyond the pale, but now it is
again possible to criticise cultural values that are
damaging, like female genital mutilation and the
wearing of the burqa.

Free speech
My view is that traditional, non-cosmopolitan, anti-liberal and even authoritarian views will continue to flourish. But
this depends on our society’s commitment to free speech. We’ve seen in recent years a worrying tendency to limit
fundamental freedoms, whether in the face of terrorism or for the sake of so-called political correctness.

There is a great deal of sympathy for Nobel Prize-winning Sir Tim Hunt over his indiscreet and jocular remarks
about the tendency of women scientists to burst into tears, yet his forced resignation was truly a victory for the
callous, unthinking, box-ticking bureaucrats of University College London. Though they themselves had done
nothing significant to advance science, they announced that the ‘outcome’ of his resignation ‘fulfilled’ their
‘commitment’ to ‘equality’. The phrasing brings to mind the language of means and ends – it doesn’t matter who
you stuff, as long as you can tick that equality box.

The point about free speech is that it is sometimes offensive. The young, for example, must sometimes resist
having a tantrum when their elders use an injudicious and ignorant turn of phrase. In the past, one’s grandparents
were often ‘racist’ in their language. I still know people today who wince at the term ‘black’, thinking it must be
insulting and believe ‘coloured’ is a much kinder word. Benedict Cumberbatch found out recently that to use the
term ‘coloured’ is to risk global opprobrium.

We must be more tolerant about differences in language while at all times striving to be polite.
There will always be notorious contrarians like David Starkey and Katie Hopkins but it does not do to have a

tantrum every time you hear an extreme view. An important aspect of free speech is that unpleasant views are
brought into the open, challenged and confronted. In fact, joining a Twitter mob to signal your moral virtue when
an offensive view is expressed is not the only way to engage. It is, in fact, far more effective to ignore the offending
remark rather than drawing attention to it.

Ideas that do not spread and do not gain attention are more likely to die.

By the Rev Dr Liz Hoare

tthheessppiirriittuuaallddiirreeccttoorr
LIZHOARE

Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not
been told you from the beginning? Have you not under-
stood from the foundations of the earth? Isaiah 40:21

Here we have a series of questions following rapidly
one after the other. There is a sense of frustration on
the part of the questioner as if the person being
addressed should have known, should have heard and
understood but has not done so. Have you ever felt like
this concerning someone whom you have patiently
tried to explain the Gospel to, perhaps over a lengthy
period and they just don’t seem to get it? What else can
you say? How else can you put it?

Or is it that the people are so weary that they cannot
hear and the questioner is trying to remind them of
what deep down they do know already but have lost
sight of and maybe forgotten? Or perhaps these ques-
tions are designed to urge people to look around them
aanndd sseeee.

Here is an idol, says the prophet, it may look exotic,
cast as it is in gold but underneath it is simply wood that
rots (vv18-20). Now look up and see what is written into
creation. The God I am talking about is the one who sits
above the circle of the earth, who stretches out the
heavens like a curtain, who makes all earthly rulers
pale into nothing (vv22-23).

The questions come in the midst of a poetic chapter of
Isaiah that talks about the majesty of God and the
fragility of human life. Chapter 40 contains images of
God’s might (v10), but also his gentleness (v11), his
power (v12) but also the way he notices the frail and
weak (v29).

The questions come from the one describing this
amazing God and it is as if he is trying to show that God
is so much greater than anything we can imagine. He is
speaking to people whose vision has faded and who
need to lift their eyes and be inspired to hope again.
They have been through so much, they have experi-

enced God’s judgement and now he comes to them with
words of comfort and restoration. ‘Comfort, o comfort
my people’ are the first words and they are full of ten-
derness and compassion (v1).

They provide the right kind of context in which to
contemplate the transience of human life that follows.
The phrases in vv6-8 echo Psalm 103 and are tradition-
ally read by the graveside at funeral services. “All peo-
ple are as grass, their constancy is like the flower of the
field,” (40:6). They are followed: “But the word of our
God will stand forever” (v8) and the rest of the chapter
puts them and every human life into eternal perspec-
tive.

The right kind of question at the right time can
unlock our vision and help us to see reality from God’s
point of view. The response here is to take us from the
heights of the heavens to the smallest part of creation,
the young who are faint and weary and to God himself
who has regard for it all in every detail.
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St. Mark’s, Versailles
Chaplain

ICS seeks an experienced, adventurous, evangelical priest to lead
this diverse and renewal-influenced international Anglican
Church and daughter congregation (currently led by a non-
stipendiary priest) situated to the south-west of Paris.

He/she needs well-developed pastoral and teaching skills
with a heart for France, who can enable them to fulfil their
purpose:

‘To see individuals grow in their knowledge of, and relationship
with, Jesus Christ, learning to share His Life with the world. We
seek to be moulded, strengthened and equipped, through the power
of God’s Spirit such that God’s love may flow through us and draw
others to Jesus.’

A proficiency in French is desirable. For more information
www.stmarksversailles.org

The package includes a full stipend, a four bedroom house
adjacent to the new church building, pension contributions
and usual expenses. Versailles is situated south-west of Paris
with excellent transport links and an English section in a
nearby French school.

For an information pack contact: Jeannette Skuse on
024 – 7646 3940 or ajskuse@ics-uk.org

Closing date for applications: Monday 10 August 2015
Interview: Wednesday 2 September 2015 in London

Enhanced Disclosure required.

Informal enquiries welcome.
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Day 171 – Nehemiah 7-9, Psalm 139, I Corinthians
14
Day 172 – Nehemiah 10-12, Psalm 140, I
Corinthians 15
Day 173 – Nehemiah 13, Psalm 141, I Corinthians
16
Day 174 – Esther 1-3, Psalm 142, II Corinthians 1
Day 176 – Esther 4-6, Psalm 143, II Corinthians 2
Day 177 – Esther 7-8, Psalm 144, II Corinthians 3

New Bishop of Crediton
The Rev Canon Sarah Elisabeth Mullally,
Canon Residentiary and Canon Treasurer of
Salisbury Cathedral, to be Suffragan Bishop of
Crediton (Exeter).

The Rev Maureen Allchin,
To br Priest in Charge of Seend, Bulkington and
Poulshot, (Salisbury).
The Rev Adrian Arnold
currently Incumbent of St Gabriel, Middleton
Junction (Manchester) has been appointed Team

Vicar of the Staveley and Barrow Hill Team Ministry
Derby).

The Rev Brigid Barrett,
Assistant Curate, Parkstone St Peter and St Osmund
with Branksea St Mary, (Salisbury), to be Associate
Priest, Wareham, (Salisbury).
The Rev Rowena Bass,
Priest in Charge of the High Framland Parishes
(Leicester), to be Rector of the Parish of St Andrew’s
Aylestone with St James (Leicester).
The Rev Sally Bedborough,
Chaplain Weldmar Hospice Trust Dorchester, to be
Associate Priest of Parkstone St Peter and St
Osmund with Branksea St Mary, (Salisbury).
The Rev Catherine Blundell,
Vicar of Winkfield with Cranbourne, (Oxford), to be
Team Rector, Chalke Valley, (Salisbury).
The Rev Beth Brown,
To be Associate Priest of Cannings and Redhorn,
(Salisbury).
The Rev Elizabeth Brown,
To be Team Vicar, Cannings and Redhorn,
(Salisbury).
The Rev Matthew Carlisle,
currently Incumbent of St John and St Luke,
Heywood (Manchester), is to be Incumbent of St
James, Gatley (Chester).
The Rev Patches Chabala,
Assistant Curate, to be Team Vicar of Hampreston,
(Salisbury).
The Rev Russell Chamberlain,
Rector of Okehampton, (Exeter), to be Chaplain,
Heytesbury. Chaplain at the Hospital of St John,
Heytesbury, (Salisbury).
The Rev Laurie Clow,
Team Vicar of Hampreston, (Salisbury), to be Rector
St Leonard’s Chesham Bois, (Oxford).
The Rev Alan Stuart Cornes,
Team Rector in the West Bolton team to be Salford
Mission Support Priest (Manchester).
The Rev Alastair Etheridge,
To be Pioneer Minister, Fisherton Anger,
(Salisbury).
The Rev Simon Faulks,
Assistant Curate, Warminster, (Salisbury), to be
Rector, Newton Longville, Mursley, Swanbourne,
Little Horwood, Drayton and Parslow, (Oxford).
The Rev Katherine Farrell,
Previously Chaplain to the Minster at Croydon
Minster (Southwark), to join the Great Grimsby
Team Ministry (Lincoln).
The Rev Samantha Foster,
Pioneer Mission Worker, has been appointed as
Leader of Eastfield Bishop’s Mission Order (York).
The Rev Diane Gingell,
Assistant Curate, Sturminster Newton, Hinton St
Mary and Lydlinch, (Salisbury), to be Associate
Priest Hazelbury Bryan and the Hillside Parishes,
(Salisbury).
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FULL-TIME DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
All Saints, Crowborough, East Sussex

Using music to bring biblical truth
to Crowborough and to Sussex

• A thriving evangelical Anglican Church of 600
members

• 28-strong Music Group
• 25-strong Choir
• £2.5m Church enlargement recently completed
• Joining a staff team of eleven
• Salary range: £22k-29k + Pension
• 3-bedroom house available for rent

Details from:

andrewds@allsaintscrowborough.org
www.allsaintscrowborough.org

MUSICIANSAPPOINTMENTS

Friday 19 June. Psalm 19, Jdg 16:23-31. Okrika -
(Niger Delta, Nigeria): The Rt Rev Tubokosemie
Atere
Saturday 20 June. Psalm 20, Mk 9:2-8. Oleh -
(Bendel, Nigeria): The Rt Rev John Usiwoma
Aruakpor
Sunday 21 June. Pentecost 4. Psalm 119:17-32,
Mk 9:9-13. Olympia - (VIII, The Episcopal Church):
The Rt Rev Gregory Rickel
Monday 22 June. Psalm 21:1-7,13, Mk 9:14-29.
Omu-Aran - (Kwara, Nigeria): The Rt Rev Philip
Adeyemo
Tuesday 23 June. Psalm 22:1-21, Mk 9:30-37. On
the Lake - (Owerri, Nigeria): The Rt Rev Chijioke
Oti
Wednesday 24 June. Psalm 22:22-31, Mk 9:38-50.
On the Niger - (Niger, Nigeria): The Rt Rev Owen
Chidozie Nwokolo
Thursday 25 June. Psalm 23, Jdg 17. Ondo -
(Ondo, Nigeria): The Rt Rev George Lasebikan;
Suffragan Bishop of Ondo - (Ondo, Nigeria): The Rt
Rev Christopher Tayo Omotunde

ANGLICAN CYCLE OFPRAYER

BBIIBBLLEECHALLENGE

APPOINTMENTS

PRAYER GUIDE EDITOR
Salary Negotiable

We are seeking to appoint an Editor associated with our new
initiative ‘Supporting Parliament with Christian Values’. We wish to
update by email, on a weekly basis, all our Prayer Partners with
clear information on Parliamentary business for them to pray for
the bills being discussed. We also wish to prepare a Prayer Guide

on Parliamentary bills in the commons every quarter.

Hours of working are based partly in our offices in Ongar, Essex
and home working. The ideal candidate will have a keen interest in

Parliamentary issues and understand where Christian values are
needed to be strengthened and prayed over for the benefit of our

nation and for the future generations.

The Nationwide Christian Trust

Please send your CV and cover letter to Jan Maher on
jmaher@mulberry-house.com

www.nationwidechristiantrust.com

The advertisement deadline for next
week’s issue is 10am Monday

religiousjobsite.com
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4th Sunday after Trinity — Sunday 28 June
2015

Psalm 30
2 Corinthians 8:7-24

Mark 5:21-43

In the readings for this week, we rejoice in God’s
power over death, which he gives to those who
trust in him.

In Mark’s Gospel so far, we have seen Jesus’
power over sickness, over the demonic world, and
over the forces of nature. In the reading from
chapter 5, we now see his power over our last and
greatest enemy, death. The same trust in Jesus
that heals the woman who has suffered for 12
years, restores to Jairus his dead daughter. Many
people swarmed around Jesus that day, as they
still do today, but few had or have that living
connection to him by faith. We may not be able to
see who they are, but the Lord knows those who
are his, and their loving trust in Jesus is sufficient
to calm all fears. Jesus was aware in Mark 5:30
that “power had gone forth from him” — it was
costly to him to heal and restore others, and since
many troubled him (verse 35) it was not cheap
grace he dispensed.

The Corinthians are urged by Paul to imitate
the generosity of the Saviour. Though he was
rich, yet for our sake he left his Father’s throne
above (“so free, so infinite his love!” as Wesley
exclaims), and exchanged the sapphire-paved
courts of heaven for a stable floor (and the
overcrowded city full of needy people). In doing
so, he made us rich beyond the measure of our
deserving.

In the same way, says the apostle, let us show
the earnestness of our love for others by similar
acts of altruistic grace — not forgetting to finish
what we start and put into practice our initial
impulses or benevolent intentions. The
Corinthians had an example of this sort of self-
giving steadfastness in Titus and others, co-
workers sent by Paul to assist them at no
insubstantial cost to themselves in terms of travel
and time.

The Psalmist also praises God, who lifts us up
from poverty to profit. “I will exalt you, O Lord,
because you have raised me up,” he sings, “and
have not let my foes triumph over me.” He is
healed, and he is “brought up from the dead”
(verses 2-3), restored to life again after the
despair of “the Pit.”

It is said that suffering either makes you bitter
or makes you better: the Psalmist realises that a
temporary experience of God’s heavy hand upon
him (moving him from prosperity to dismay) will
eventually lift as “joy comes in the morning.”

There is no profit of praise in allowing him to
die — “Will the dust praise you or declare your
faithfulness?” But the Lord, our helper (the same
word as for Eve, in Genesis 2:18, 20) is gracious
and merciful, turning mourning into dancing. His
grace leads to gladness, for all who call out to
him.

And as we thank him for small victories in this
life, we can also look ahead to a future of eternal
song.
Dr Lee Gatiss is author of The Forgotten Cross
(Evangelical Press) and Director of Church Society
(www.churchsociety.org).

Lord, you were rich beyond all splendour
And can it be?

From the squalor of a borrowed stable
Blessèd be your name

Thou didst leave thy throne
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SUNDAYSERVICE

HYMN SELECTION

All books reviewed on these pages are available from www.churchnewspaper.com/shop. In case of difficulty please call 020 7222 2018

In Why Religions Matter (CUP, pb,
£19.99) one of the C of E’s most dis-
tinguished theologians clears up a
large number of myths that surround
religion in the modern age. John
Bowker looks at the supposed
warfare between religion and sci-
ence, problems of dogmatism
and doubt (in both science and
religion), the claims made by
Richard Dawkins for the ‘selfish
gene’ (Bowker prefers to speak
of ‘selfless genes’), genetic deter-
minism, and many other issues.
The range of learning is impres-
sive, the arguments usually con-
vincing and the style clear and
easy to follow. Highly recom-
mended.

Two new books from SCM should
appeal to all involved in ministry. In
Just Mission (pb, £19.99) Helen
Cameron looks at how local
churches can engage in social
action and work for justice as
an aspect of their missionary
outreach. A Vital Ministry
(pb, £19.99) looks at school
chaplaincy in a post-Christian
era. It is written by John Caper-
on who is head and chaplain of
a large C of E comprehensive.
It should be read alongside the
recent ‘Theos’ report on chap-
laincy.

BRF are to be congratulated
on producing a new series of short
booklets of Bible readings for special
times. Jean Watson provides read-
ings (and brief commentaries) for
bereavement and Wendy Bray does
the same for ill heath. Clergy should
find these useful to share with people
going through difficulties. Also from

BRF Alex Taylor has edited
Reaching Young People
(pb, £8.99) a collection of
essays on how to reach

young peo-
ple.

Natasha
and Anthony
O’Hear have
produced a
fascinating
book on how
the Apocalypse or the
Book of Revelation
has fig-
ured in
the Arts

for 2,000 years, Pictur-
ing the Apocalypse
(OUP, hb, £20). Natasha
is a theologian and
Anthony a well-known

philoso-
pher.
Their
book is
praised on
the cover
by AN Wil-
son, Christopher Row-
land, and Brian
Appleyard. References
to the Book of Revela-
tion abound in contem-
porary culture but few
know what is really
meant by the Four

Horsemen, the Seventh Seal or
Armageddon. Revelation has been
the happy hunting ground for numer-
ous sects but it has also inspired
great art.

The Royal School of Church Music
has published an excellent guide to

help people understand
and use Plainchant. The
RSCM Guide to Plain-
chant reprints Dr Mary
Berry’s Plainchant for
Everyone, originally pub-
lished in 2008, and also
includes a second section
edited and compiled by
John Rowlands-Pritchard,
which is an anthology of
chant that can be used in
church services and

workshops.

Disillusion, alienation and
cynicism are rife in our cul-
ture. Political parties, busi-
ness, the church and many
other institutions are viewed
with distrust. In A Wilder-
ness of Mirrors (Zondervan,
pb, £11.99) Mark Meynell
director of the Langham
Preaching arm of the Langham
Partnership looks at the prob-
lem and outlines gospel-based
reasons for hope.

In A Disrep-
utable Priest’
(Gilead) Ian Cor-
bett looks at
what it was like
to be a gay priest
when the culture
was not so
favourable
towards gay peo-
ple as it is today.
A major aspect of
his ministry has
been to support

people who were different - whether
in culture or ethnicity - from the cul-
ture around them.

f

Take out a new annual
subscription and with this form you
will receive three extra copies for no
extra cost!

Annual Subscription rates: UK £70,
Retired: £65 (UK only), Europe: £90,
Rest of World: £110, Online only:
£35

With an annual subscription you can
download free
back copies of the newspaper from
our website.

Simply fill in the form and send it to:
Subscriptions Department, Political
& Religious Intelligence Ltd,
14 Great College Street, London,
SW1P 3RX

Or email:
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Phone: 020 7222 2018
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Christian paperbacks



hoice: Whitesnake – The
e Album

Deep Purple Mk. II is
ally considered to be the

classic line-up, the next
ion, with vocalist David

dale, produced some equally
ing material – not least the
iary title track of its first
Burn, which leads off this

release by the singer’s current
band.

Coverdale remarks: “I thought it
would be cool to go out… the way I
came in to this music business.”
Whether that is a hint that he is
retiring soon or simply going out on
tour is unclear, but this is a quality
release, taking its entire tracklist
from the Mk. III and IV versions of
Purple, specifically the albums Burn
(six tracks), Come Taste the Band
(five tracks) and Stormbringer (four
tracks).

This is no half-hearted tribute,
playing comatose versions of songs
that they could, by now, play in their
sleep. Most are treated with
immense respect, but with some
surprises, such as “Sail Away”. The
intense and vibrant original, with its
splashes of Moog and funky
clavinet-like undercurrent gives way
here to an acoustic 12-string
alongside Coverdale’s more soulful
vocals. A discreet stringy wash,
rhythm section and harmony vocals
gradually fade in halfway through.

The first 30 seconds of “Might
Just Take Your Life” owe more to
acoustic Zeppelin than Purple, with
its dobro-based bluesy approach
(it’s business as usual straight
afterwards, though).

Despite many powerful tracks (an
energetic “You Fool No One”;
interesting sonics in “The Gypsy”
and the always-classic blues-rock
masterpiece “Mistreated”) there are
a few disappointments: as well as
some stereotype misogynistic lyrics
that you never take seriously
anyway (“Lay Down, Stay Down”),
“Lady Double Dealer” doesn’t have
enough power to hide the poor
lyrics and, at times, the age of
Coverdale’s voice.

Generally, the 21st century
compression levels and twin guitars
make the sound more crowded than
the originals and Coverdale’s voice
isn’t quite what it was; but as a
refresher of some great songs,
performed with a passion, this is
very welcome.

Derek Walker
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Jurassic World
(dir. Colin
Trevorrow, cert.
12A), released 22
years after
Jurassic Park, has
been 10 years “in
development” –
and it may be that
absence has made
the heart grow
fonder. It made
half a billion
dollars worldwide
last weekend, an
all-time opening
weekend record.

Is it worth it? It
is essentially the same plot – dinosaur
theme park faces a “containment
malfunction”, only this time there are
20,000 visitors on Isla Nublar, and
children are at risk.

They’re Zach Mitchell (Nick Robinson)
and younger brother Gray (Ty
Simpkins), being packed off by their
parents to stay on Isla Nublar with Aunt
Claire (Bryce Dallas Howard),
operations manager for the park. Gray
seems keen, but Zach is not interested,
and as Claire is too busy to look after
them, Zach seizes the opportunity for
him and Gray to escape the watchful eye

of Claire’s assistant Zara (Katie
McGrath).

What they don’t know is that in a very
secure area beyond the public park is the
latest product of the laboratory led by Dr
Henry Wu (BD Wong) – a designer
dinosaur, bigger than a T-Rex, christened
“Indominus Rex”. Unfortunately, thermal
sensors fail because they’ve incorporated
cold-blooded tree frog DNA in the
hybrid, along with a bit of cuttlefish so it
can camouflage itself.

Another sideline is a bizarre attempt at
velociraptor training, with Owen Grady
(Chris Pratt) the man with four raptors

under his control .
Head of security
Hoskins (Vincent
D’Onofrio) is even
trying to persuade
Owen that trained
raptors could have
a military
application.

The theme park
is owned by the
eighth richest man
in the world,
Simon Masrani
(Irrfan Khan),
torn between
wanting a return

on investment and holding to original
owner John Hammond’s dying wishes
including “forget profit” (the film’s been
so long coming that Richard
Attenborough was once down to make a
return appearance as Hammond). It
means an “asset out of containment” –
even a big one with lots of teeth and
claws – is treated with less public alarm
than it deserves.

The boys meanwhile are “off road” in a
gyroscopic bubble that always rights
itself – unless attacked by the biggest
beast in the world. Their peril draws
Owen and Claire into an unlikely rescue
pairing.

A bright idea of using the raptors to
attack the Indominus turns into a bad
idea when the new beast tries to
communicate with the raptors –
including a roar that sounds like dino-
speak for “Kill them!” Releasing the T-
Rex is the last resort, setting the scene
for a classic King Kong style battle
between two monsters.

There are plenty of novel ideas –
including an “Oceanworld” variation
where a mosasaur is fed a shark. Even if
“walking with dinosaurs” has lost that
first visual thrill, and hiding under cars is
old hat, there’s rarely a slack moment.

One caution: the body count is high
enough to merit a reminder that “Adults
planning to take a child under 12 to view
a 12A film should consider whether the
film is suitable for that child”. The CGI is
brilliant but it’s not only sharks who get
eaten.

Steve Parish
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By Bob Mayo

If someone offered us the chance to live
in a world designed to look and feel like
the real one, but is actually a tidier, more
ordered Truman Show facsimile, would
we take it? For many Christians today
the answer appears to be yes. We would
rather live in a world without
disagreement.

It is not unusual for people to grumble
against the vicar and it is not necessarily
wrong that they should do so. One could
easily assume that disagreements mean
that things are going wrong, but they
can just as easily mean that things are
going right. They are an indication that
people care about what is going on – the
greater people’s hope and the more that
they have invested in a situation, the
stronger will be their subsequent
disappointment if things don’t work out
as they had envisaged.

The grumbling to which James (5:9)
refers are grumbles behind someone’s
back when the relevant issues are not
addressed. Grumbles that give
opportunity for issues to be dealt with

constructively are different to such as
these.

The responsibility for a church leader
is to take on the role of a peacemaker
and educator. The issues need both to
be addressed and to be learnt from. The
golden rule of any disagreement is to let
the other person have their say. Turning
the other cheek when someone hits you
is not an attitude of meek submission
(Mt 5:39). It offers the other person the
chance to repeat what they have said or
done and so to bring the issues out into
the open.

Everyone should be quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become angry
(James 1:19). We are neither to hit back
(Romans 12:17) nor to judge other
people’s behaviour (Mt 7:1).

I had one occasion when, following
surgery, I had been away from the
parish for a number of months. Two
people asked to see me when I returned.
They began arguing with each other and
after half an hour’s heated exchange
looked to me for resolution. They had
delayed their argument until my return
feeling that with me there the issues
would be properly addressed.

The crucifixion is the ultimate story of
conflict resolution. It was the
intelligence of the victim that made
reconciliation possible. Salvation comes
from the weak to the strong. It was the
fact of him being put on the cross that
made Jesus realise how much would
need to change within Judaism with the
coming of the Holy Spirit.

Lesslie Newbigin (Foolishness to the
Greeks: The Gospel and Western Culture,
1986) wrote that “a person who wields

power cannot see truth; that is the
privilege of the powerless.” It is the
person wronged who is most able to see
what is needed. It allows for the issues
to be resolved because they can be seen
most clearly.

Jesus is clear about the inevitability of
conflict. Even in families a man will turn
against his father and a daughter against
her mother (Matthew 10:35). Jesus
challenged the Jewish authorities over
their use of the Temple.

When they asked him by what
authority he had cleared the Temple of
moneychangers he responded with a
question in return – John’s baptism –
was it from heaven or from human
origin? (Luke 20:24). The authorities
would not answer him and so neither
did he them. Shake the dust off your

feet (Matt 10:24), said earlier by Jesus to
the 72 that he sent out in his name, is a
mandate to end a conversation if the
other person has neither the sympathy
nor the interest to continue.

Jesus avoided the temptation to
vindicate himself and to justify what he
had done in the Temple. By allowing the
interchange to end in silence he was
pulling back from the argument that
would inevitably come (Matthew 21:23-
32).

Later Jesus tried to explain himself by
saying that he would destroy the Temple
and raise it up in three days. The Jews
did not realise that he was speaking of
his body as the Temple (Jn 2:21). By this
point events had begun to take their
inevitable course - misunderstanding
leads to confusion, confusion to
ignorance, ignorance to contempt and
for Jesus contempt to crucifixion. In a
contemporary context, ignorance would
be more likely to lead to indifference.

Collins-Mayo et al (The Faith of
Generation Y, 2010), 2 write that with
the trend towards religious privatisation
and an attitude of ‘benign indifference’
to [faith] as far as religious orientation is
concerned people in the main are happy
to see it as a case of ‘each to their own’.
Give me a healthy disagreement rather
than casual indifference any day of the
week. It means that a relationship is in
place, issues are being addressed and
resolution is possible.

Bob Mayo is vicar of St Stephen’s
Shepherds Bush with St Michael and St

George White City. He is the QPR club
chaplain

rule...' [Gal/NIV] (5)
19 Home to Mary,

Martha and Lazarus
[John] (7)

22 KJV letters (8)
25 False god introduced

to Ahab by Jezebel [1
Kgs] (4)

26 Significant OT peak,
in modern-day
Turkey (Bible); or
Iran (Quran) (6)

27 'Now, Lord, consider
their threats and ------
your servants to
speak your word with
great boldness'
[Acts/NIV] (6)

Down

1 Priest, a vicar's assis-
tant (6)

2 Adjective which
describes all the NT
Gospels except John
(8)

3 'They were ------ to trap
him in what he had
said there in public'

[Luke/NIV] (6)
4 Home city of Nabal [1

Sam] (4)
5 City where Samson

died [Judg] (4)
6 'Before them the land

is like the garden of
Eden, ------ them, a
desert waste...'
[Joel/NIV] (6)

11 OT hero who main-
tained his faith in God
in spite of afflictions
that tested him (3)

13 The descendants of 10
from Geba 'lived
in...Anathoth, --- and
Ananiah' [Neh/NIV]
(3)

15 Solomon's son under
whom the kingdom
divided [1 Kgs; 2 Chr]
(8)

17 'After he has arisen,
his ------ will be broken
up...' [Dan/NIV] (6)

18 '...having nothing, and
--- possessing every-
thing' [2 Cor/NIV] (3)

20 Oldest Christian feast

(6)
21 'The night is ------ over;

the day is almost here'
[Rom/NIV] (6)

23 '...cargoes of gold, sil-
ver,...every ---- of cit-
ron wood...'
[Rev/NIV] (4)

24 'By this time it was ----
in the day, so his disci-
ples came to him'
[Mark/NIV] (4)

Last week’s solutions:

Across: 3 Sacks, 5 Hosea, 8

Promised Land, 9 Vicarage, 11

Geba, 13 Mend, 14 Loses one,

15 The holy bible, 17 Extol, 18

Weeds.

Down: 1 Asks, 2 Thaddeus, 3

Service, 4 Commandment, 6 St

Augustine, 7 Add, 10 All Souls,

12 Bundles, 15 Tie, 16 YHWH.

25
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NNaammee

AAddddrreessss

PPoosstt CCooddee

Across

7 17th century Eng-
lish preacher and
author of the alle-
gorical novel, 'Pil-
grim's Progress'
(((666)))

8 Daviiid's nephew,

killed by Abner [2
Sam] (6)

9 Hagiological aura
featured in Chris-
tian art (4)

10 Youngest son of
Jacob (8)

12 Not acknowledg-
ing the God of

Christianity and
Judaism and Islam
(7)

14 'Your lips drop
sweetness as the
honeycomb, my -----
' [SoS/NIV] (5)

16 'Peace and ----- to all
who follow this
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