
Christian campaigners have
welcomed government plans to
boost free speech at universities.

Tougher legal measures to
strengthen free speech and
academic freedom at universities
in England were announced by
the Education Secretary on
Tuesday, to stamp out unlawful
‘silencing’oncampuses.Following
an increasing number of cases of
individuals being silenced, the
Education Secretary has warned
of a ‘chilling effect’where students
and staff feel they cannot express
themselves freely.

The proposed measures
include a new free speech
condition placed on higher
education providers in order to be
registered in England and access
public funding. The regulator, the
Office for Students, would have
the power to impose sanctions,
including financial penalties, for
breaches of the condition. Simon
Calvert, Deputy Director for
Public Affairs at The Christian
Institute, said today: “For too
long universities have been at the
heart of the kind of stultifying
‘group think’ that banishes
Christian ideas, and those who
think them, to themargins.

“The ‘cancel culture’ we see
eating its way through our

national life started out on
university campuses. Instead of
promoting free speech,
universities and student unions
have spent years attacking it. We
allknowcasesofChristianUnions
being disaffiliated from the
Student Union - usually for
holding orthodox beliefs about
sexual ethics. We’ve all heard
stories of Christian groups having
their event bookings cancelled, or
pro-life groups being effectively
voted off campus.

“And many Christian students
and academic staff can testify to
the difficulty they face trying to
advance any ideas that don’t fit
with the narrow, secularist,
socially liberal ideology that
dominates university campuses,”
added Calvert.

The strengthened legal duties
would also extend to Students
Unions, which for the first time
wouldhave to take steps to ensure
that lawful free speech is secured
for their members and others,

including visiting speakers.
In addition, a new legal

measurewouldenable individuals
to seek compensation through
the courts if they suffer loss as a
result of breach of the free speech
duties – such as being expelled,
dismissed or demoted.

Education Secretary, Gavin
Williamson, said he is “deeply
worried about the chilling effect
on campuses of unacceptable
silencing and censoring”.

Dr Timothy Bradshaw,
Regent’s Senior Tutor and
Tutorial Fellow in Christian
Doctrine atRegent’s Park College,
Oxford, told The Church of
England Newspaper that ‘it is
astonishing that such legislation
is necessary’, but that ‘it certainly
is’.

“All universities will have in
their statutes a commitment to
freedom of speech and thought.
But the implementation of such
commitments is getting thinner
and thinner,” said Bradshaw.

“A free speech champion is a
specious trick.We are in a culture
war, the ‘Woke’ side is winning so
is happy with the balance of
power, but others are being
cancelled and shunned, even
dismissed from their jobs for
dissenting from the Woke

agenda,“ he added.
Under theplans, theEducation

Secretary would appoint a new
Free Speech and Academic
FreedomChampionto investigate
potential infringements, such as
no-platforming speakers or
dismissal of academics, and
higher education providerswould
be legally required to actively
promote free speech.

The new Champion would be
appointed to the board of the
Office for Students and would be
able to investigate potential
infringements of the new
registration conditionon freedom
of speech and academic freedom
in higher education. The
registration condition would
work alongside strengthened
legal duties on free speech and
academic freedom and the
Champion would also be able to
recommend that the Office for
Students imposes fines.

“Modern legislation has been
grinding away against freedom of
speech. A chill factor has
descended and the university
administrators, in the words of
one critic, have been
pusillanimous in upholding the
key right to freedom of reasoned,
non criminal, speech,” said Dr
Bradshaw.
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Anglican Communion
Director for Gender

Justice,MandyMarshall,
described BishopEllinah
as “an excellent advocate

for women.”
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The Bishop of Swaziland, the Rt Rev
Ellinah Wamukoya, has died after
contracting Covid-19. Her death
announced by Archbishop Thabo
Makgoba of Cape Town, Primate of the
Anglican Church of Southern Africa.
Bishop Ellinah, was well-known around
the world for her advocacy on
environmental issues. The 69-year-old
was admitted to hospital late last week
and put on oxygen therapy after
contracting Covid-19.

Bishop Ellinah Ntfombi Wamukoya
was electedBishop of Swaziland in 2012,
becoming the first female bishop in the
Anglican Church in Africa.

In her Diocese, the Province of
Southern Africa and throughout the
wider Anglican Communion, Bishop
Ellinah was widely known for her
advocacy of the integrity of creation. She
was the liaison bishop for the
environment in the Province of Southern
Africa.

First Africanwoman bishop dies

Secretary of State, Gavin
Williamson (left). Conservative

politician JacobRees-Mogg
confronted by protestors at

campus talk
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Suffolk bishops have launched
their 2021 Lent Appeal
supporting key workers in
Kagera, Tanzania. The Bishop of
St Edmundsbury and Ipswich,
Martin Seeley, and the Bishop of
Dunwish, Mike Harrison, have
aimed their appeal at the task of
supporting some of the key roles
and responsibilities in Kagera
focused on encouraging self-
sufficiency.

Bishop Harrison said: “These
are testing times for many of us
and it is easy to become self-
absorbed, preoccupied with our
own anxieties and difficulties and
pretty insulated from others. But
asChristiansweare called to raise
our sights upward and to look
outwards, in service, generosity
and prayer for those around us.”

The Covid-19 pandemic is
hitting our linkDiocese ofKagera
hard. The Tanzanian government
has not released figures about
infection rates or deaths since last
May, but reports from
neighbouring countries make it
clear that the disease is rife in the
region. And the economic impact
is severe in Kagera, where the

majority of people are subsistence
farmers.

Churches are doing their best
to support their people and
encourage precautions such as
handwashing and reducing
physical contacts. But churches
themselves are struggling with
much reduced incomes from
their parishioners.

The theme of the appeal is
supportingkeyworkers inKagera
is concentrating on:
Subsistence farmers, who make
up the majority of the population
of Kagera, and those who are
helping themdevelop better ways
of making the most of their
land so that they can continue to
help their local communities and
encourage self-sufficiency.
Doctorsat the Diocesan hospital,
undertaking specialist training to
reduce patients’ need to travel
many hours to find specialist
treatment. Priests leading their
communities, helping with
training and transport for
example £850 will buy a
motorbike so a priest can spend
less time walking and more time
working.

Diocese ofChelmsford
The Diocese of Chelmsford has
launched the 2021 Bishop’s
AnnualAppeal.

This year’s appeal will be
partnering with the Anglican
Communion’s microfinance
charity Five Talents to raise funds
for their work in the Diocese of
Chelmsford’s link diocese of
Marsabit in Kenya - building on
the work that began last year but
was stalled because of the
pandemic.

Over the next year, the appeal
will be empowering women in
Marsabit as they continue to
challenge the prevailing gender
norms by training and equipping
local people in savings schemes,
literacy, numeracy and business
skills to enable them to live more
abundant lives.

Bishop of Marsabit, Daniel

Qampicha, joined the webinar to
speak about the ministry in
Marasabit diocese which covers
an area in northern Kenya the
sizeofEngland,withapopulation
half the size of Essex.

Funds raised will enable Five
Talents to set train twelve groups
across Marsabit in literacy,
numeracy and basic business
skills. This will enable groups,
predominantly of women, to
create savings and loans
cooperatives, which will help
them to become more financially
independent, develop businesses
and ensure that their children can
access education for themselves.
Find out more about the 2021
appeal and donate at www.
chelmsford.anglican.org/bishops-
appeal. Find out more about Five
Talents UK at www.fivetalents.
org.uk

Diocese ofGloucester
St Andrew’s CofE (VA) Primary
School in Chedworth is set to
become one of the first net-zero
carbon schools in the country.

It has been awarded a
£120,000 as part of the
Government’s Public Sector
Decarbonisation Scheme. The
money is being used to convert all
lighting to LED units, install
motion sensors, insulation for
ceilings, floors and walls, and
double-glazing for the windows.

The school also plans to add
solar panels on the roof and
replace an old oil-fired boilerwith
an air source heat pump (ASHP).

Headteacher, Mrs Nikita
Smith, said she had been inspired
by the steps taken by the school.
“Here at St Andrew’s Church of
England school we show children
that all can contribute towards
change – and that change can
happen on their doorstep,” she
said.

“A lot of our curriculum
content covers the climate crisis
and the damage to our
environment in the world, but
our school’s effort makes these
topics accessible to every pupil. It
is vital that we teach children that
what they do matters, whether
this be in their actions towards
our planet, or actions towards
each other,” she added.

“We recycle everything from
glue sticks to clothes and this
larger scale project will help
children understand how
renewable energy works.

“Already, the preliminary work
has created a lot of excitement
among key worker children and
led to lots of questions.”

Diocese ofWinchester
Local charity Alabaré is calling
on local people in Hampshire to
take part in their Big Sleep at
Home event on 5 March. The
charity says that the ongoing
pandemic, and the economic and
mental health repercussions, are
putting thousandsmore people at
risk of homelessness. The charity
support ex-Armed Forces
personnel at their Hampshire
Homes for Veterans in Gosport,
and homeless young people in
their homes in Andover.

All the funds raised from the
sponsoredevent,will helpprovide
accommodation and support for
those who find themselves in
crisis and without a home. Big
Sleepers will give up their bed for
one night, and sleep in an
uncomfortable place in their
home, garden or other venue
(permitted by the Covid
restrictions).

Throughout the evening
Alabaré are being joined by

celebrities and other figures as
the event is streamed online. Big
Sleepers will be able to listen in to
a bedtime story from renowned
award-winning author Barney
Norris, take part in den building
with ex-SAS Major Ken Hames,
join in anonline quiz, aswell hear
from Alabaré CEO Andrew Lord
and from some of the many
people who have been supported
by Alabaré and who know first-
hand the difference events like
the Big Sleepmake.

Laura Knight, Community
Engagement Officer at Alabaré
said: “We are thrilled that people

are responding so positively to
the idea of doing the Big Sleep at
Home. Thanks to all those
signing up on-line, we can still
hold this vital, community event,
making a massive difference for
thosewhoare strugglingor facing
crisis during this devasting
pandemic.”

Staff at Alabaré homes have
been working on the frontline
throughout the crisis, making
sure those who have lost their
home have safety, warmth, food,
and support to begin rebuilding
their lives oncemore.
Visit www.alabare.co.uk

Diocese ofWorcester
Tomark St Valentine’s Day two churches inWorcester covered part of
the city in hundreds of knittedhearts.

Members of St John the Baptist Church in Claines and St George’s
Church created around 500 hearts which were hung along the
Droitwich andOmbersleyRoad, aroundCornmeadowand outside the
churches and shops overnight on 13 February.

The Rev Jo Musson, said: “I’ve been inundated with hearts of all
different colours and styles so there will be lots to look out for next
Sunday! There have been a number of different displays in our area of
Worcester – from the rainbows in windows to Christmas elves. People
have really enjoyedbeingpart of this and sowe thoughtwe’d encourage
hearts for Valentine’s Day as away to show our love for our community
and each other! There will be hearts in windows and along the roads
and some people will be giving individual hearts to their neighbours.”

The ‘heart-bombing’ initiative originated from Muddy Church.
They can be knitted, crocheted ormade out of felt.

Diocese of Suffolk



There are no plans to dismantle the
parish network, according to the
Archbishops after a flurry of
speculation that the purpose of their
planned ‘Vision and Strategy’
workstreamwas designed to displace
the parish system.

The comment written by the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York
in an article in conservative weekly,
The Spectatorwas intended to ‘set the
record straight’ after media reports
suggested the Church of England was
disbanding its clergy.

In an earlier article for the
magazine, the Rev Marcus Walker,
Rector of the Priory Church of St
Bartholomew the Great, London,
sighted a prior report leak to
TheSundayTimes, inwhichhequotes
“A number of dioceses are assessing…
whether subsidised parishes should
continue to receive such support.”

He commented: “Subsidised

parishes is code for ‘poor’. And rather
than this being a matter of great
distress to the episcopacy, it appears
that the horrors of Covid-19 have
presented them with an opportunity:
‘Many diocesan leaders believe that
thefinancial challenges being exposed
by the pandemic mean this is the
moment toembarkonradical changes
to reshape existing resource patterns
andministry structures.’

“Nobody can deny that we face an
uphill struggle to survive as a church
— 50 years of failed reforms, public
feuds and drab appointments have
made sure of that. What’s certain is
that an episcopacy that gives an
impression that it does not like the
Church of England will guarantee its
death.”

The Archbishop of York, defended
The Church of England against
concern that the church ‘is about to
abandon its network of parish

churches, leading towhatTheSunday
Times called “the sale of many
vicarages, the departure of priests and
the end of an era when churches were
rooted in communities”.’

Setting ‘the record straight’,
ArchbishopCottrell said the first draft
of thedocument leakedtoTheSunday
Times was “designed to stimulate
creative discussion”.

“To put it simply - clergy are not
being pushed out but the preference
seems to be that as some retire and
move on, some posts are not being
filled. Even without Covid, we have
known for some years that there
would be a big bulge of clergy
retirements. We also know that in
some dioceses, particularly in the
north some posts have been hard to
fill. We therefore still need clergy,” he
said.

“But the real message is this. Let
me repeat it. We need clergy. We are
working hard to make sure that those
whom the church calls for ordination
have pathways into fruitful,
sustainable ministry. There are no
central plans to cut clergy numbers.
Decisions about deployment are
made in dioceses and we continue to
gather information and perspectives
on this and its implications for the
whole church. We seek to work
together for the common good,
remembering our common vocation
to be the Church for all of England.”

In their joint Spectator article, the
Archbishops write that suggestions
‘that all we do is cut back clergy
numbers’ is ‘not only untrue and
unhelpful it creates unnecessary
anxiety’. They write that where
dioceses are saving posts, it is usually
through retirements.

@churchnewspaperchurchnewspaper.com facebook.com/churchnewspapercen@churchnewspaper.com

Friday 19 February, 2021 3

The Church Investors Group (CIG or
the Group) has said to leaders of
FTSE 350 companies that it will not
support the re-electionofnomination
committee chairs where there is no
ethnicminority representationon the
board.

CIG, which represents 60
members, haswritten to the leaders of
FTSE 350 companies saying that it
will be using its votes to push large
companies to increase board diversity
during the upcoming AGM season.

The Church Investors Group has
revised its voting policy andmembers
will now be voting against the
nomination committee chair at
FTSE350 companies where less than
40 per cent of the board is female.

Members will also consider voting
against the entire nomination
committee where women make up
less than 30 per cent of FTSE100
board and less than 20 percent of
FTSE250 boards.

The Revd Canon Edward Carter,
Chair of the Church Investors Group,
said: “Church investors have led the
way in using their votes at company
AGMs to support increased board
level gender diversity. Now is time to
raise the bar even further and
challenge companies to appoint
boardswhich are truly reflective of the
society in which we live, simply being
satisfied that 30% of the board is
female is no longer good enough”.

He added: “It’s important to

recognise that broader gender
diversity at all levels of a company is
critical to its success.Wewill continue
to push companies to increase both
executive committee and director
reporter gender diversity as this is
where the boards of tomorrow will be
drawn from”

Bess Joffe head of responsible
investment at the Church
Commissioners for England said:
“Ethnic diversity has not been a
priority in any realway for companies.
They have to play their part in
improving the lives of people who
have been disenfranchised and left
behind and who are going to suffer
disproportionately as a result of
Covid.”

C of E invests in equal representation

Public ‘want’ vaccines
shared equally

with poor countries
A majority of respondents
to a Christian Aid survey
want countries to work to-
gether to create a global
COVID-19 vaccine pro-
gramme that will not pri-
oritisedevelopedcountries
over developing countries.

The Savanta ComRes
poll also showed that 66
per cent of those asked felt
the UK Government
should call on pharmaceu-
tical companies to share
their COVID-19 vaccine
formula so it can be rolled
out faster tomore people.

Concern about inequali-
ties in access to healthcare
and vaccines has prompted
a pilot partnership be-
tween Christian Aid and
the Diocese of Gloucester.
The Give Thanks cam-
paign enables vaccinated
people to showtheir thanks
and desire for others to be
protected by giving to
Christian Aid’s Coronavi-
rus Appeal. The scheme is
now being rolled out na-
tionally.

To fund effective vacci-
nation programmes, coun-
tries in the global south are
having to make cuts in ex-
isting budgets and take on
new debt to buy vaccines
for their populations put-
ting a further burden on
systems already pushed to
breaking point.

Christian Aid’s Head of
Global Advocacy and Poli-
cy Fionna Smyth said:
“ChristianAid believes that
access to vaccinesmust not
become a global postcode
lottery and these poll re-
sults send a clear message

that many people across
the UK share our belief
that this global pandemic
requires an equitable glob-
al response.

“While international ef-
forts to fund vaccines in the
World Health Organisa-
tion’s COVAX programme
have been helpful, the CO-
VAX vaccines are delayed
and are not expected to
reach adequate vaccine
coverage in the countries
where they are issued.

“Our best chance of all

staying safe from COV-
ID-19 is to have vaccines,
tests and treatments that
are available for all.

“Not only is it morally
unacceptable to let the
world’s most vulnerable
people continue to suffer,
it’s also in the interests of
everyone to have the vac-
cine as quickly as possible.

“No-one is safe until
everyone is safe. This crisis
needs governments and
the big pharmaceutical
companies to urgently to
raise their sights, to be im-
aginative and generous,
and to act for the global
good and deliver tangible
results fast.”

Archbishops pledge
to keep parısh clergy
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Peter Rouch has been appointed Chief Executive Officer
of Church Army. the Archbishop of York who chairs the
charity welcomed him: "Peter has been a long-time
supporter of ChurchArmy, having been involvedwith the
Southampton Centre of Mission during his time as
Archdeacon of Bournemouth.



Friday 19 February, 20214

Ethnic minority candidates have
withdrawn from ordination,
according to the Church of
England’s Anti-Racism task
force, after a controversy over a
tweet by a London curate about
CaptainSir TomMoore.

The Bishop of London
admitted that the initial response
by the diocese following tweets by
the Rev Jarel Robinson-Brown,
had ‘affected’ those called to
ministry from black and ethnic
minority communities.

The tweet by Mr Robinson-
Brown,whichwas rapidly deleted
and for which he apologised,
suggested that the ‘cult of Sir Tom
Moore’ was ‘white nationalist’.

But the Bishop of London,
Dame SarahMullaly, condemned
the reaction to the tweet stating
that “racism, homophobia and
threatening behaviour cannot be
tolerated.”

She said: “I believe it is right

that the original matter is
reviewed properly and swiftly by
the Archdeacon of London, to
enable us all to reflect and learn,

and that work is taking place. I
also believe, and have made clear
to Jarel, that there is no excuse for
anyone to be sent the shocking

messages he has been receiving.
Jarel did of course quickly
acknowledge that his tweet was
ill-timed and pastorally-
insensitive.

“I sincerely hope that those
perpetuating it will desist and
consider thehurt theyarecausing.
We must all work to ensure the
digital world becomes a more
loving and generous place,” she
added.

AheadofRacial JusticeSunday
which was marked on Monday,
The Church of England Anti-
Racism Taskforce, said in a
statement:

“We believe that no tweet,
whatever its contents and by
whomever it is sent, should result
in the subsequent level of abuse
and threat that Jarel has received
in both mainstream media and
on social media. The level of
abuse has been staggering as has
been the racist and homophobic

nature of some of that abuse.”
“The description of his

treatment as a “social media
lynching” held deep resonance for
many of us.”

The taskforce said it noted the
original response from the
Diocese of London and shared
with others, concern over its
content and tone.

“The original response
announced a review of Jarel’s
actions. We would urge the
Diocese to broaden that review to
include its own initial statement.
Whilst awaiting the outcome of
that review the Diocese should
give serious consideration to
removing the original statement
from its website.”

The taskforce also urged all
diocesanbishops topayparticular
attention to the wellbeing of their
UKME clergy and ordinands at
this time and to seek out their
responses.

Lockdown has benefits
formarriage, says study
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BishopshavewrittentotheHome
OfficecriticisingtheuseofNapier
Barracks in Folkestone to house
asylumseekers.

Over 30 church leaders from
across denominations have
written an open-letter to the
Home Secretary concerned about
the welfare of asylum seekers
housed across Ministry of
Defence sites.

The Bishops write that “it is
simply insensitive tohousepeople
in such environments”. They also
say that in a global pandemic “it is
nothing short of irresponsible
and risks the lives of residents and
staff alike”.

The bishopswrite that “even as

a temporarymeasure, ex-military
barracks are unfit for purpose
and entirely inappropriate”.

However, Immigration
compliance minister, Chris Philp,
disagreed: “These sites have
previously accommodated army
personnel and it is wrong to say
they are not adequate for asylum
seekers. We provide safe, warm,
secure accommodation with
three nutritious meals served a
day, all paid for by the taxpayer.

“Asylum seekers are screened
before being placed in asylum ac-
commodation for vulnerabilities
and safeguarding issues and if
necessary and appropriate, will
be placed in alternative accom-

modation,” he added.
However the bishops say that

requiringmembers fromdifferent
households to use and live in
shared facilities “greatly increases
the risk of infection”.

They are calling for an imme-
diate end to the use of military
barracks as accommodation.

“It is not a fair or justified
response to your legal duty to
house asylum seekers who would
otherwise become destitute. We
understand it is theGovernment’s
intention to move all individuals
in contingency accommodation
into suitable dispersed
accommodation as soon as
reasonably practical,” they stated
in their letter.

They also ask the Home Office
to confirm that will not expand
the use of military barracks for
contingency accommodation,
and askwhether theGovernment
will set out a timeline for their
closure. The bishops write: “We
do appreciate the unprecedented
pressures the Government is
facing to provide accommodation
to those who are awaiting a
determination of their status,
following the welcome decision
not to evict people from asylum
accommodation through aperiod
of the pandemic.”

“However, a long term
sustainable action plan has to be
put in place to secure suitable,
dignified dispersal accomm-
odation. Steps to speed up
accurate processing of asylum
applications will also reduce
pressure on the system.”
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The number of couples
considering divorce dropped by
two-thirds compared to before
the pandemic according to a new
study. The study, from the
Marriage Foundation, looked at
3,005parentswho completed the
UK Household Longitudinal
Coronavirus survey from the
ONS. Justonepercentofmarried
dads and 0.7 per cent of married
mums said they were considering
divorce. This compared to 0.6 per
cent and 1.1 per cent in June.
Both these figures were lower
when compared to pre-COVID
times. Asked the same question
between 2017-19, an average of
2.5 per cent of married dads and
5.6 per cent of married mums
said they were considering
divorce.

Harry Benson, the Marriage
Foundation’s Research Director
commented: “This data busts the
myth that there is going to be a
divorce boomanytime soon. Both
this study and the previous one,
published last year suggests the
opposite, that spending more
timewith your husband or wife is
beneficial for many of the UK’s
12.8millionmarried couples.

According to the study, those
considering divorce ‘all of the
time’ or ‘most of the time’ are
down 59 per cent amongmarried
fathers and 87 per cent among
married mothers compared to
normal pre-COVID levels.

It says: “Government-

mandated confinement of
couples to their homes from the
middle of March onwards has
undoubtedly added an additional
constraint tocouplerelationships.

“For couples whose levels of
dedication were relatively low or
the state of the relationship was
ambiguous, that extra constraint
will have added to the negative
sense of being trapped and
possibly push some couples to the
brink of divorce.

“However, for other couples,
the additional constraint will
reinforce pre-existing high levels
of dedication, in much the way
the act of marriage signals and
reinforces the clear and
unambiguous decision to be a
couple with a permanent future.

“It is therefore reasonable to
expect some relationships to have
thrived in lockdown and others to
have suffered – above and beyond
what might otherwise have been
the case without a prolonged
period of lockdown.”

Racist backlash after Captain Tom tweet
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TheBishop of London
(right) condemned
racist backlash against
Jarel Robinson-Brown

Immigration
complianceminister,
Chris Philp (pictured),
argued that army
barracks had previously
accommodated soldiers
and it is wrong to say
they are not adequate
for asylum seekers.



COVID AWARE - HERE TO HELP

Priory Automotive have unwittingly been Covid aware since
opening their business many years ago. These trusted
suppliers of quality used cars to clergy and churchmembers
have always delivered anywhere in the UK, it is now just
contactless. Working within the correct guidelines, they
can assist in you in changing your car and as they supply
just about everything, with prices from only £3995 there is
something for everyone.

All Priory cars are fully history checked and prepared to the
highest standard. Each one is re-sanitised prior to leaving
and contactless delivery to your door is free of charge,
by their protected in house drivers. When looking for a
car, avoid the risky ‘Click & Collect’ options and choose
Priory’s at home ‘Chat & Delivery’ service, you will not
be disappointed, part exchange of your old car is also
welcome. Have a look at many readers reviews on the
Trustpilot website and see why they are rated as 5 Stars.
Their friendly team are only a quick call away and will show
you how they can assist you too, no pressure, no hassle.

Tel: 0114 2559696 www.prioryautomotive.com
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The religious freedom charity,
Open Doors, has called for
prayers to mark the third
anniversary this month of the
abduction of Leah Sharibu. The
story of the captured girl from
Nigeria has resounded
throughout the world.

Leah as a 15-year-old was one
of over 100 girls abducted by the
extremist terror group, Boko

Haram. One girl died in captivity
and the other 98 were released
after a month. Leah refused to
deny her faith and has spent her
subsequent birthdays in captivity.

“I think it is safe to say that
Leah is alive. But the silence from
her captors and from the federal
government is absolutely not
good,” says Rev. Gideon Para
Mallam, a friend of the Sharibu

family, according to Open Doors.
“Indeed, no official news has
come out about Leah this past
year,neither fromherkidnappers,
nor from theFederalGovernment
of Nigeria.

The silence is troubling. Her
parents deserve to be briefed by
the government, at least covertly.
But we are not getting any of
that.”

Two young Christians could face
a death sentence on allegations of
distributing Christian literature
in Lahore Pakistan.

The two young men, Haroon
AyubMasihandSalamatMansha
Masih were accused of giving out
copies of a Christian booklet
‘Water of Life’. Their accuser said
that the two preached about
Christianity and stated that the
Muslim prophet Muhammad
had “strayed on the path of
religion”.

They were also accused of
stating that the Qu’ran was not a
true book.

Salamat Mansha was arrested
while Haroon Ayub escaped and
has gone into hiding with his
family.

Nasir Saeed of the advocacy
group, CLAAS-UK said that the
constitution of Pakistan imposed
no restriction on anyone
preaching or propagating their
faith. He said that in spite of
attempts to convert Pakistan into
a theocratic state, Pakistan had
signed international conventions
on religious freedom.
“Unfortunately,” he said, the
country had been “torn apart by
intolerance and violence, a far cry

from the original ideal of a
tolerant country.”

He added: “Religious
minorities are increasingly the

targets of bigotry, which is often
instigated by extremist forces,
Islamic political parties and their
leadership.”

Call for prayer for Leah

Two youngChristians arrested for evangelism

Three Iranian Christians lost
their appeal last month on
charges of “propaganda
against state”, according to
persecuted church relief
agency, Barnabas Fund.

Two brothers, Sam and
Sasan Khosravi together with
Habib Heydari lost their
appeal against a one-year
prison sentence on27 January.
The Judge Hedeyat Rahavi
ruled that the three men were
“guilty of organisation of
housechurchesandpromotion
of Christianity, which are clear
examples of propaganda
against the state”.

The three Christians espect
to be summoned to prison to
begin their sentences and may

face repercussions and a ban
onemploymentwhenreleased.
In the meantime Sam
Khosravi and his wife
Maryam are fighting for
custody of their daughter
Lydia, adopted from an
orphanage as a three-month-
old baby in February 2019.
Lydia has chronic health
issues but was returned to the
orphanage after the courts
removed her from their care
because they are Christians.

The court argued that
although Lydia’s parentage
and therefore her parents’
religion is now known, she is
considered a Muslim and
should be cared for byMuslim
parents.

Iranian Christians lose appeal

AR
TI
CL
E
18

MaryamFalahi and
SamKhosravi are

continuing to battle
for custody for their

daughter Lydia,
whowas returned
to an orphanage by

the courts
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LEADER COMMENT

The poor old Church of England
remains under criticism and in-
deed sarcastic humour. The Dai-
lyMail’s Amanda Platell declared
that she was quitting the church
because of its tide of ‘lefty’ clerics
and neglect of the basics of Chris-
tianity. Her lament was triggered
by the rejection of the celebration
of Captain Tom as a cult of white
British nationalism, by a London
curate Platell commented ‘The
Church specialises nowadays in
sermons seen through the prism
of the sanctimonious Left’.

She was joined in her criticism
by Janet Street Porter who
wanted the church to encourage
people to take Covid vaccines.
She expressed her concern about
theBAMEcommunitywhichhas
a higher than usual percentage of
folk who are suspicious of the
vaccine, and she says they need
encouragement from role models
such as Marcus Rashford. She
pointed out that the BAME
community has a more strongly
Christian background than most
and that therefore the Church of
England had a duty to engage in
that rather than help foment

identity politics and division.
A rather different critic, from

the satirical wing of journalism
has also weighed in against the C
of E, Rod Liddle. He is a former
editor of BBC Radio 4 Today
Programme, and now writes
regularly in the mainline press.
Liddle’s column in the Sunday
Times contained this paragraph:
“What was the percentage of
Church of England vicars who
voted Conservative in the last
general election? The answer is
six. A magnificent 40 per cent of
the clergy, guided by the wisdom
ofOurLord JesusChrist, thought
Jeremy Corbyn would make the
best prime minister.’ The acerbic
Liddle, having revealed the
political taste of the clergy then
draws some conclusions: ‘Six per
cent is almost as low as you’d find
in the BBC, I reckon another very
liberal organisation that seems to
despise those who pay for it.
Which explains two things. First,
the precipitous decline in support
for the Church of England (and
the BBC). And second, why the
Tories keep on winning.
Incidentally, in the UK’s fastest-

growing churches, the
Pentecostalists, support among
clergy for the Conservatives was
almost 50 per cent.”

Liddle argues that clerics of
the Church of England are mired
in left-wingwokery. This does not
resonate with the mainline views
of the general public.

This is not a new situation.The
Faith in the City Report, 1985,
was a call by the Church for more
help to be given to the inner cities
ofEnglandwithall theirproblems
of poverty, education,
unemploymentandsocialunease.
The report was regarded by some
Conservatives as left-wing and a
dig at Margaret Thatcher’s
administration. Archbishop
Runcie’s Falklands Sermon was
also seen as just that, a criticism
of nationalism in the retaking of
the Falklands. Rod Liddle’s
criticism of the Church of
England therefore has a place in
the recent history of Church and
state friction. We might point
also to the current bench of
bishops’ dislike of Brexit and
preference for membership of the
EU, again in apparent contrast to

the referendum result and then
the landslide vote for Boris
Johnson. There is probably a
disconnect between the clergy
and ordinary ‘Red Wall’ voters
who voted for Brexit and gave the
PMabreakthrough in theLabour
Party’s heartlands. If we
takeFaith in the Cityas a type of
Liberation Theology, we might
cite DavidMartin’s description of
the disagreement, ‘The church
has opted for the poor, but the
poor have their own options’. Or a
Roman Catholic equivalent: ‘The

Church has opted for the poor,
but the poor have opted for the
Pentecostals’, in Latin America.

This brings us back to Liddle
and his point about the growth of
the Pentecostal Churches in the
UK, and especially strong in the
BAME communities. Is the role
of the Church to be a kind of goad
to government to change policies
in favourof thepoor andminority
causes? Or is it to focus on the
living reality of God, Jesus and
the Spirit, so as to change lives
and renew people fromwithin?

C of E under fire for ‘wokery’
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A couple of weeks ago I changed
rooms to be closer to some direct
heat. The creeping cold has got
me as I sit for long periods in
front of my computer. My
husband has kindly moved the
bird table so I can see the activity
there from the window. It
provides some gentlemoments as
I steal glances in between zoom
meetings, refreshing my eyes and
reminding me of the outside
world.

There is a family of Blue tits
vying with the larger and bolder
Great tits, an occasional Lesser
Spotted Woodpecker there today
busilyfillingupwiththedelicacies
out for them. They are a sheer joy
to watch and a reminder that
nature does not have to be
spectacular to be a source of
wonder. God is in the small and
the everyday asmuch, if notmore
than the dramatic. This year I
am approaching Lent with two

themes in mind, both connected
with the name: Lent. First of all,
Lent means Spring. As the days
are getting lighter so my spirit
lifts. The darkness of winter is

very real, but it has a symbolic
significance as well. The latest
lockdown coming in winter with
the accompanying cold and short
dark days has been especially

hard for so many. The coming of
the light is a sign of hope and
assures us that Spring is coming.
So much about this season
resonateswith theChristianhope
of new life. The green shoots of
growth come in the soul and
among communities of faith with
future promise of abundant life.

The secondmeaning of Lent is
slow. Lent is a time to slow down.
This will not be good news to all
whohave foundthedaysdragging
during the pandemic, but the
principle of going through life
more slowly is one that we all
need to take seriously. I was very
convicted by the realisation of
how hurry contributes to climate
change and injustice. Claire
Foster, Chief Executive of the
Ethics Academy and Senior
Adviser at the St Paul’s Institute
for 21st Century Ethics has
pointed out how we wear
ourselves, and the land, out by

constantly rushing. We seem
always to be in a hurry and it
affects every aspect of modern
life.We are in toomuchof a hurry
to ponder shopping choices. Too
much of a hurry to walk rather
than drive. Too much of a hurry
to cook for ourselves. Toomuch of
ahurry to grow food.Toomuchof
a hurry to sleep properly and give
the world a rest fromwhat Foster
calls ‘our self-important
busyness.’

Post lockdown, will we change
our habits and slow down? Lent
challenges us to make ‘slow’ a
positive virtue that spreads its
blessings to neighbour, the earth
and our own souls. Christians
must show the way to live
differently. Jesus was never in a
hurry. Even when he set his eyes
towards Jerusalem, he chose not
to rush to fulfil his destiny. Let
him be our inspiration and guide
this Lent.

Slow down in Lent lockdown
BY THE REV DR LIZ HOARE

The SpiritualDirectorLiz Hoare
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Jesus was never in a hurry even when
he set his eyes towards Jerusalem
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Still waiting for change
THE FIRST IN OUR NEW SERIES EXPLORING RACIAL EQUALITY IN THE CHURCH

ByBishopJohnPerumbalath

The Church of England’s website
says, “Racism is sin; as such we
oppose racism in all its forms.”
At theGeneral Synod inFebruary
2020, the Archbishop of
Canterbury said the Church was
“still deeply institutionally racist.”
What should we do when we
realise that we are institutionally
sinful? Biblical understanding of
repentance cannot be contained
in synodical discussions and
affirmations; it demands a
change of mind, direction and
behaviour.

It would anyway be sinful if
the Church did not notice that
her complexion has changed and
she continued behaving as if she
was a mono-cultural body. A
survey in 2014 established that 6
per cent of the core adult
congregation in the Church of
England belonged to Black,
Asian and Minority Ethnic
(BAME) communities. In the
core adult congregation under
the age of 35, BAME proportion
was 15per cent at that time.What
does it tell a church that wants to
grow younger?

Yet a survey of clergy ethnicity
around that time recorded
BAME clergy at 2.8 per cent. The
senior leadership in most of the
dioceses where the BAME
population is significant has no
resemblance to themakeupof the
congregations and the
communities they serve.
Nationally, the BAME senior
clergy can be counted on one’s
fingers: four Suffragan/Area
bishops (one of them now a
diocesan designate), one dean
and four archdeacons. When Dr
Karowei Dorgue was appointed
the Bishop of Woolwich in 2016,
hebecame thefirstBAMEbishop
in20years since theappointment
of Dr John Sentamu.

The interesting observation is
that we do not realise how all this
relates to our own strategies and
priorities. We have a focus on
investing in and for growth. Yet
we haven’t done anything
significant in this natural growth
area.

Between 2001 and 2011, the
number of Christians in England
who self-describe as white
(English, Scottish, Welsh)
decreased by 17 per cent.
Contrasted to this decline, other
ethnic categories showed
increases: white (other)
Christians including European

migrants, increased by 50 per
cent; black Christians by 58 per
cent andAsian Christians by 390
per cent. These are all not
Anglicans but the broader
narrative of growth is not very
different for the Church of
England. What is clear is that we
are not investing in this obvious
growth area.

Since the publication of Faith
in the City in 1985, there have
been numerous reports and tools
considered in the Church of
England. Among them are How
We Stand (1990), Racial Justice
Pack (1995), Good Practice Paper
for the Dioceses (2001), Called to
Act Justly (2003), Present and
Participating (2006), Talent and
Calling (2007), Unfinished
Business (2011) and I too amCoE
(2015). We now await the
recommendations from the Anti-
Racism Taskforce established
last year. Anyone who goes

through the documents listed
above will realize that what we
are lacking are not
recommendations but
willingness and intent.

The Committee for Minority
Ethnic Anglican Concerns
(CMEAC) has been making
relentless noise about these
concerns and as a former chair of
CMEAC, I still cannot
understandwhywe are so under-
resourced. We obviously have
money for various other growth
andmission initiatives.

There have been some good
initiatives following the 2011
report, Unfinished Business.
Among them are the House of
Bishops’ initiative named
Turning Up the Volume (TUTV)
to increase the number of BAME
clergy in senior appointments.
The Development and
Appointments Group of the
House of Bishops andTUTValso

launched a “positive action”
development programme in 2016
aimed at helping BAME clergy
who have potential for senior
leadership to discern and explore
their future ministry. The
Ministry Division and CMEAC
began towork in a partnership to
develop, plan and carry out
actions that will increase the
number of BAME Anglicans
seeking vocation to ordained
ministry. All these amount to too
little and too late but I am
thankful for all the little things I
come across.

What we really need is a fresh
self-understanding as a
denomination that is realistic
and biblical, leading us to a
culture change. We need to start
with the understanding of the
‘others’ who we call minorities.
They are in fact ‘global majority’
communities and the Church in
this country has already become
global in its makeup. There are
no ‘others’ in the body of Christ.
Biblically, the church was
established and called to be an
intercultural body. The Pentecost
experience and Cornelius
episode, supported by explicit
teaching from Paul in his letters
about the nature of the Church,
leave us with this challenge. A
multi-cultural approach
celebrates racial and cultural
differences. We are happy to
stand alongside each other but
not deliberately influencing or
being influenced by one another.
But when we are intercultural,
we come together to learn from
one another, giving equal value
and power to each other.

There are some fundamental
shifts that we need to consciously
embrace. The first shift is from
secular to spiritual. We can talk
about social theories or concern
for social justice that would
support us. But as Christians, we
need to see this as a spiritual
matter. So the Bible and theology
are important – we must be able
to read and reflect as sojourners
not as settled inhabitants of our
cultural space. We should
confront our sinful prejudices
and behaviour, repent and turn
to the Lord who created human
beings in his own image.

Secondly, we must move from
tweaking to transformation. We
are good in making some
minimal changes when we are
pushed so much. Those changes
are peripheral and often short-
lived.Itmight involvenominating

someone to a committee to make
it diverse or appointing someone
to a job for the same reason. In a
culture where the small minority
can be silenced, these changes do
not make any lasting impact on
the way we live or make our
decisions. Also, we often take the
credit for somethingthathappens
accidentally. We can’t be happy
with the accidental; what we
need is alignment.

Thirdly, we must move from
the position of hosts and settlers
to the position of sojourners and
pilgrims. People of faith in the
dominant culture normally act as
hosts and settled ones while
looking at people of faith from
other cultures as travellers.
Spiritual arrogance or superiority
complex are the hallmarks of this
approach. In fact we all are
sojourners. We should remind
ourselves, “awanderingAramean
was my father” (Deut 26.5). In
both the Old andNewTestament
traditions, believers are
sojourners, pilgrims and exiles.
Unless we understand this and
behave accordingly, we will
remain in control and others at
our mercy. When we accept we
are also travellers and strangers
in this world, we will welcome
everyoneelse, findcommoncause
and shared journeys, grow
together as onepeople, and create
a new culture, a counter-culture.

But we are often tied up in our
conviction of white and English
superiority. In a conversation
with one incumbent whose
parish effectively had two
congregations, one using English
and the other a foreign language,
I asked whether they thought
about coming together
occasionally and giving space for
prayers in both languages. The
response was quick: “I want my
church to be replicating heaven,
speaking in one language and
everyone understanding each
other.” I said, “You have made a
huge assumption that the
language in heaven is English.”

When we believe that our
culture, language or tradition is
normative and superior, we stand
on the way of the Spirit’s
redeeming work in our world of
divisions and conflict.

Come, Holy Spirit, and renew
our hearts, enabling us to see the
reality of racism and bigotry,
breaking down the barriers,and
freeingus tochallengeanduproot
it from among us. Amen.

Bishop of Bradwell

We are often tied up in our
conviction of white and English
superiority
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How not to be stuck in themud
JOHN PROCKTER ON YOUTH MINISTRY IN OUR SERIES ON RURAL CHURCH

In the corner of my little garden
sits a bench Imade around three
years ago. In the time my bench
has existed, it’s fallen into
disrepair a couple of times. First,
it simply needed a repaint, but
recently it required a complete
overhaul after it got so weak, it
collapsed.

Perhaps the most interesting
thing about my bench is that
it began life as a king-size bed.
The first bed for my wife and I.
I remember well that I couldn’t
bear to part with it the day we
replaced it. The wood sat in our
garage for a good few months;
there was just too much love &
meaning in those planks of wood
to throw them away. Eventually,
I had the bench idea and set to
work.

My bench has prompted
several theological reflections. I
can’t find a better personal
metaphor forcreation, restoration
or love. I wrote about the nature
of creation and the process God
seems to have gone through.
First, establish a purpose, then a
rhythm for the activity, reflect on
theprogress, and thenfinally, and
importantly, the point:
Experience delight.

Next, I wrote a piece
concerning the need for
restoration. Whether by God’s
plan or the fall, it seems theworld
is in a constant state of decay and
recreation, and as humans, we
depend on a process of renewal,
thriving when we’re experiencing
peace. What’s interesting is that
when Jesus is teaching about rest
inMatthew 11, he’s not preaching
a high-octane sermon, he’s
expressing sadness that so many
aremissing out.

In the passage, Jesus is talking
about the people of Korazin,
BethsaidaandCapernaum.These
people are hardened, busy and
closed-minded. It isn’t a stretch to
consider them as like us. We’ve
been there, done it, seen it, tried
it, and if we haven’t, you can bet
people in our communities have.
Even we who know God, look at

Jesus but find more peace on the
sofa in front of a good drama. If I,
who’ve seen the power of God,
and felt His presence could ever
ignore him, how much more
couldmy next-door neighbour?

My first book, Stuck in the
Mud: Stories of hope for when
you’re stuck, couldn’t have come
out at a more desperate moment.
We’re three lockdowns in, but
we’re no more able to see the end
than we were a year ago, let alone
have any idea of how to cope with
the future fallout.

Stuck in the Mud is framed
around twelve stories from my
life. In it, I deal with family, kids,
bereavement, redundancy, gifting
and work. The book’s central
message is that Jesus brings
freedom, peace, hope, and the joy
we all need to live free from
getting stuck. I talk about it a bit
in the book. I was born just
outside of Lincoln and grew up in

the city centre, but when I turned
eighteen, I joined Youth For
Christ’s gap year programme and
moved to Devon. Fourteen years
later, I moved to Shropshire with
my little family, which is even
more rural if you can believe it.

Starting in Christian Youth
Ministry in Devon set me up very
well. It was 1997, mobile phones
weren’t all that common yet, and
my team and I spent a
considerable amount of time on
the road together. We went from
secondary schools on one side of
mid-Devon to others on the very
furthest other side.We spent days
and nights serving small groups
from very different farming
communities; there was no other
way tonavigate it all. Ifwe located
ourselves in a central point and
invited people in, we’d not have
managed to impact anyone. I
vividly remember one night when
I spent a couple of hours
transporting the young people
back to their farms. It might
sound like an extreme example,
but twenty years later, I played
out a very similar scenario with
young people from Shropshire
villages. To make a difference
with them, it was my
responsibility to go to them,
gather them, and transport them
back.

If you know rural ministry,
you’ll know that not much has
changed in the past twenty-four
years. Sure, the internet has
moved us on leaps and bounds,
but strategies for effectiveness
haven’t changed that much, and
neither have the challenges.

Small communities close
geographically, are often poles
apart culturally. Access to good
transport and services is difficult,
and crucially, no one in a rural
community wants someone from
outside to tell them what to do or
how to be better. Interestingly, in
this locked-downworld, there are
things we can take from rural
ministry strategies. Let’s take a
look at three examples.

Connectmore frequently with
smaller groups: It can be easy to
use technology to consolidate
groups of people together online.
The difficultywith this is that like
rural communities, a lot of the
people we minister to don’t relate
well with others outside their
circle. You could call that small-
mindedness, but I would argue
this isn’t the time to stretch
people’s capacity for change.

Seek to meet real needs: No
matter where you live, consider
for a moment that your
community is lacking in services.
During lockdowns, this is
undoubtedly true. In rural
communities, the personal touch
makes all the difference, and time
spent with an individual always
wins the day. Once you’ve entered
someoneelse’sworldonapersonal
level, you will find surprising new
ways you canmeet needs.

Release leaders to support
others: One of the most
frustrating things to be told by a
leader is that you’re going to be
doing something they didn’t
consult you about. Enthusiasm
about a vision is one thing, but if
I’ve experienced one thing
repeatedly throughout this
pandemic is that buy-in is
dropping fast. Online church
services are passive, Zoom calls
with hordes of people aremissing

the mark, and more of us are
switching off altogether.

Recently I saw a social media
post fromAuthor andPastor Pete
Greig. In it he said this:

“Churches which flourish on
the other side of this pandemic
won’t necessarily be the ones that
created the best content during
the crisis, but rather those that
engendered a sense of belonging
throughout the isolation of this
season.”

My purpose in writing Stuck
in the Mud is to encourage the
brokenhearted to embrace the
peace which Jesus has on offer.
It’s also to implore those of us
who lead to value restoration at
the same level that Jesus does,
giving ourselves to others.

At the beginning, I wrote
about my bench and what I
discovered about creation when I
transformed and restored it. For
me, there’s something deeply
challenging about it. The bench
itself is a thing, but the meaning
runs so much deeper. Of course,
therewas a systemand rhythm to
God’s purposes in creation, but
I’m convinced there must have
been a strong connection of love
as well. I think our generation
needs to understand the purpose
of these rhythms, maybe more
than ever before. In a crisis, we’re
clinging to new and innovative
processes, but the rhythm of
God’s creativity and love is
different. It comes from His
heartbeat, and our job is to sense
it, to be in step with it, to invite
people to come and experience it,
and to pass it around like it is the
best news imaginable.

John Prockter is a youth
worker in theWest Midlands.

We’re clinging
to new
processes but
the rhythm of
God’s love is
different
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improvement in recent years, we
wholeheartedly regret that in
some areas, most importantly
support for victims and
survivors, progress has been too
slow, they said.

“The motion unanimously
passed at the February sessions
of the General Synod shows our
commitment to a more fully vic-
tim and survivor centred ap-

proach including arrangements
for redress, which are already
underway.

“We thank the Inquiry for its
in-depth work over the past five
years and we note that there will
be further proposals on the
important areas of mandatory
reporting and the Seal of the
Confessional.” They added.

A full response is due to be
released in the coming weeks.

Professor Alexis Jay, Chair of
the Inquiry said that ‘over many
decades, the Church of England
failed to protect children and
young people from sexual
abusers, instead facilitating a
culture where perpetrators could
hide and victims faced barriers
to disclosure that many could
not overcome’.

“Within the Church in Wales,
there were simply not enough
safeguarding officers to carry out
the volume of work required of
them. Record-keeping was
found to be almost non-existent
and of little use in trying to
understand past safeguarding
issues.

“To ensure the right action is
taken in future, it’s essential that
the importance of protecting
children from abhorrent sexual
abuse is continuously reinforced.

“If real and lasting changes
are to be made, it’s vital that the
Church improves the way it
responds to allegations from
victims and survivors, and
provides proper support for
those victims over time.

“The panel and I hope that
this report and its
recommendations
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Government restrictions on
religion around the world
reached new high in 2018,
according to anewreport.

The record rise in the global
median on government restric-
tions on religion since 2007, was
found in the 11th annual report
by PewResearch Center.

The year-over-year increase
from 2017 to 2018 was relatively
modest, but it contributed to a
substantial rise in government
restrictions on religion over more
than a decade.

The report says that the in-
crease in government restrictions
reflects a wide variety of events
around theworld, including a rise
from2017 to 2018 in the number
of governments using force – such
as detentions and physical abuse
– to coerce religious groups.

In recent years Christian
charities have highlighted
persecution of Christians by
various state in many parts of the
world including blasphemy laws
in Pakistan; surveillance of
Christians and closure of
churches in China, as well as
incidents of violence against
Christian minorities in the
Middle East, and parts of Africa.

According to the Pew report,
out of the five regions examined
in the study, the Middle East and
North Africa continued to have
the highest median level of
government restrictions in 2018.
However, Asia and the Pacific
had the largest increase in its

median government restrictions
score which was concentrated
mostly in the category of “low
levels” of government use of force.

The region also saw several
instances of widespread use of
government force against
religious groups, in particular the
Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar.
In addition, fighting between the
Burmese military and armed
ethnic organizations in the states
of Kachin and Shan led to the
displacement of other religious
minorities, mostly Christians.

According to the report, some
countries in the Asia-Pacific
region saw all-time highs in their
overall government restrictions

scores. This includes China,
which continued to have the
highest score on the Government
Restrictions Index.

The Chinese government
restricts religion in a variety of
ways, including banning entire
religious groups (such as the
Falun Gong movement and
several Christian groups),
prohibiting certain religious
practices, raiding places of
worship and detaining and
torturing individuals.

India reached a newpeak in its
GRI score in 2018, scoring 5.9
out of 10 on the index, while
Thailand also experienced an all-
time high (5.4).

In India, anti-conversion laws
affected minority religious
groups. For example, in the state
of Uttar Pradesh in September,
police charged 271 Christians
withattempting to convertpeople
by drugging them and “spreading
lies aboutHinduism.”

According to the report,
throughout the year, politicians
made comments targeting
religious minorities.

As inpreviousyears,Christians
and Muslims experienced
harassment in more countries
than any other religious groups in
2018. This pattern has remained
consistent since the study began
in 2007.
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Religious persecution
reaches record levels
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Church pledge
to reform

safeguarding

TheVeryRevMartyn Percy

FR
ON

TI
ER
EM

YA
NM

AR
.N
ET

Clergy who
challenged the
government on
the decisions it
has made, ‘may
be right’.

The Church of England has
pledged to follow through on a
new safeguarding structure
independent from the Bishops
with the first steps being taken at
next week’s virtual General
Synod.

Earlier this month a
safeguarding complaint against
the Archbishop of Canterbury
was dismissed by a core group.
The complaint was made by
‘Graham’ an anonymous victim of
John Smyth QC and concerned
mainly Archbishop Welby’s
alleged failure to ensure that
when he learned of the abuse in
2013 that the authorities in South
Africa, where Smyth lived, were
properly informed.

‘Graham’ criticised the way his
complaint had beenhandled after
five months and without the
appointment of an investigator.

In the meantime, Christ
Church Dean, Martyn Percy, has
been forced to stand aside from
his role a second time after the
Church’s safeguarding body
launched another investigation.
According to a statement from
Christ Church, whose Dons have
been in a four-year-battle with
the modernising Dean, he had
“withdrawn with immediate
effect from all duties and pastoral
responsibilities”.

In private, sources close to
Martyn Percy said that the
allegations against the Dean were
not ‘grave’ andblamedasustained
witchhunt within the college.

The Church of England said
there was a particular focus on
independent safeguarding and
redress for survivors.

At least 4,500
Rohingya were

stuck in a border
area known as

“no-man’s land”
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Archbishop of
nster, Cardinal Vincent
has this week called for
ernment to justify the
n of public communal

letter, he wrote: “Whilst

we understand the many difficult
decisions facing the Government,
we have not yet seen any evidence
whatsoever that would make the
banning of communal worship,
with all its human costs, a
productive part of combatting the
virus. We ask the Government to
produce this evidence that
justifies the cessation of acts of
public worship.

“The Government has a
profound responsibility to show
why it has taken particular
decisions. Not doing so risks
eroding the unity we need as we
enter a most difficult period for
our country.”

Cardinal Nichols called for
questions to be raisedwith elected
MembersofParliament regarding
the cessation of public common
worship, explaining that they are
in a position to require the
Government to publish the data
that drives the decision to cease
public worship under these

restrictions.
The Rt Rev Martin Seeley,

Bishop of the Diocese of St
Edmundsbury and Ipswich,
commented:

“I deeply regret that the
Government is proposing to close
churches and other places of
worship for public worship, at a
time when we need public prayer
for this crisis.

“Churches are there for this, to
be places of prayer at challenging
times such as this, and we have
shown and proved we can hold
worship safely.”

Christian Institute Director,
Colin Hart, said: “This is not like
the lockdown in March where
everyone was in the same boat.
There are now glaring inconsist-
encies in the way churches are
being treated compared to other
sectors of society.

“Where is the evidence to
justify this restriction on the
fundamental right to worship?”

@churchnewspaperfacebook.com/churchnewspapercen@churchnewspaper.com
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Veteran comic and entertainer
Bobby Ball died last week at 76
after testing positive for
coronavirus. He was best
known for his comedy
partnership with Tommy
Cannon – Cannon and Ball. He
was also a committed Christian
who was comfortable speaking
about his faith to others.

Steve Goddard, Managing
Director of Christian Resources
Exhibition, expressed his
sadness: “I worked with him on
a number of projects, including
a gag-filled book signing
session in the mid-90s. He was
always great fun with a
poignant testimony of God’s
grace at the height of his fame.
Rock on in peace, Bobby.”

Rock on in
peace, Bobby

Bobby Ball andDonMaclean at the
ChristianResources Exhibition.
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TheChurchofEnglandwill work
alongside parliamentarians to
identify andchallengebarriers to
freedom of religion or belief
(FoRB)

Aspart of theFreedomofReli-
gion or Belief Leadership Net-
work (FoRBLN) the Church will
work alongside 10 other partners
supporting parliamentarians and
belief leaders in eight countries
across Africa andAsia to respond
to FoRB challenges in their
countries and the wider regions.

The £5.6 million project will
run until autumn 2023. The
announcement of the initiative on
the United Nations Day of
Human Rights (December 10)
recognises that the right to
freedom of religion or belief is
enshrined in Article 18 of the UN
Declaration of Human Rights

The project is being co-
ordinated by the Centre for Social
Cohesion (CSSC) at Oxford
University, which will lead on the
research component, while the
Church of England will lead on
day-to-day operational delivery of
the project.

Dr Charles Reed, the Church

ofEngland’s InternationalAffairs
Adviser, who will be operations
director for the project said: “At a
time when freedom of religion is
increasingly contested as a
human right, and when the
human rights system itself is
under strain, we shouldn’t forget
that everyone, everywhere has
this right by virtue of being

human.”
“Over the next three years, we

will work with parliamentarians
and belief leaders from eight
countries in strengthening their
commitment to freedom of
religion or belief as ahuman right
- one that is on par with other
rights and one squarely rooted
within the broader human rights

system.”
“Parliamentarians and belief

leaders have considerable
untapped potential to make a
positive impact on the human
rights landscape whether by
reforming discriminatory
legislation or by using their
influence over the hearts and
minds of millions of people.”

Funding for the project comes
fromtheForeign,Commonwealth
and Development’ Office’s UK
Aid Connect Fund which brings
together organisations to create
innovative solutions to complex
development challenges that
deliver real change to the lives of
people living in poverty.

The Bishop of Leeds, Nick
Baines, the Church of England’s
lead bishop for international
affairs, said: “According to a study
published by the Pew Forum in
June 2018 around 83 per cent of
the world’s population live in
countries with high or very high
levels of restrictions on religion or
belief.

“Sadly, this situation has
worsened in recent months as a
result of the global health
pandemic.

“I’m encouraged that the
Church of England is responding
to this challenge by working with
others to resource and equip
parliamentarians and faith and
belief leaders to defend such a
basic human right – a right that
touches on the very essence of
what it means to be human.”
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Parliament to step up religious
freedomprotections
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Premier league footballer,
Olivier Giroud, has spoken out
about the plight of persecuted
Christians around the world at
anonline charitygala inLondon.

The Chelsea forward kicked
off at charity auction The Goal,
held partly in aid of Christians in
northern Cameroon, Mali and
Mauritania.

“It is unimaginable to see so
many persecuted Christians in
the world today,” said Olivier,
who also plays for the French

national team.
“This is incredible to have

numbers like that. We have to
talk about it.”

The auction saw collector
jerseys worn and signed by
Olivier, Aurélien Colin, Major
League Soccer champion in the
United States (MLS), Astride
N’Gouan, French Handball
champion and others go under
the hammer.

Olivier was among other elite
French sports stars who attended

The Goal event which raised
upwards of £12,000 to support
Christian persecution watchdog
Open Doors France and Holistic
Sports France. Emma Worrall,
Innovation lead at Open Doors
UK and Ireland, said: “Today
more than300millionChristians
worldwide are persecuted thanks
to their faith.

“They are victims of violence,
rape and murder but also face
harassment and abuse in their
communities. The Goal was

organised by French Connect
London, a French-speaking
church in London in partnership
with Plus Que Sportifs.

83%
of the world’s
population
faces restriction
on belief
Bishop of Leeds,
Nick Baines
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Adam full of water gives
Florence hope as the climate
crisis rages on

Join us inworship this
ChristianAidWeek so
others can hope too.

From prayer sheets to
sermon notes, we’ve
got something for you.

Together we stop this
climate crisis.

Download your worship
resources at caweek org

Christian Aid is a key member of ACT Alliance. Eng and Wales charity no. 1105851 Scot charity no. SC039150 Compan
5171525 Christian Aid Ireland: NI charity no. NIC101631 Company no. NI059154 and ROI charity no. 20014162 Comp
426928 Th Ch i ti Aid d l t d k f Ch i ti Aid © Ch i ti Aid J 2021 Ph t Ch

resources at caweek.org

ChristianAidWeek 10-16May 2021
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Reaching out to an ageing society

(FromMessy
Vintage: 52

sessions to share
Christ-centred fun

and fellowship
with the older
generationby
Katie Norman
andJillPhipps (BRF, 2021).

For further details and to order
visit brfonline.org.uk)

By Jilly Phipps

Weare living in an ageing society.
Though we are living longer, we
are not necessarily living
healthier. Creaking joints,
difficulties with vision and
hearing, , make getting ready for
church on a Sunday a military
operation. Lack of transport,
whether public or private, can
result in making it impossible to
get to services on time, and church
buildings are not always fully
accessible for mobility scooters or
wheeled walkers. Gradually older
people disappear from the pews
andmay be forgotten.

Whether we have faith or no
faith, each of us is still a spiritual
being and opportunities to be
nurtured and listened to are
important. Older age can be rich
and fruitful; a time to remember,
reflect, put things right, encourage
and affirmothers, and pass on the
wisdom of experience and long
years lived. Long life is a gift,
though it may not feel like it some
days!

So how dowe nurture and care
forouroldergeneration?Howcan
we include them in aworshipping
community now that they can’t
get to church regularly? How
might we support and encourage
them in their daily life and enable
them to pass on their wisdom to
us?

Messy Vintage is amuch loved,
inter-active way of ‘being church’
designed predominately for older
people, though embracing all
ages. It started in the island of
Jersey in a rural church where
numbers of Sunday worshippers
were rapidly declining whilst, on

the other hand, mid-week Messy
Churchwas bursting at the seams,
This got the team thinking ‘was
there a Christ-centred, messy way
in which they could reach out to
older folk?’

Talks and prayers went on for
some considerable time, until one
day a vision came to one of them
and Messy Vintage was born and
soongrew,notonly in their church
setting but in local care homes

and dementia centres too. And it
wasn’t to stop there, soon it
hopped across the water to the
UK where others, eager to serve
their communities, captured the
vision, and started up their own
Messy Vintage.

Messy Vintage is based on the
same principles as Messy Church
– Christ-centred worship,
creativity, celebration and
generous hospitality. The format
will differ according to the venue
but thekey ingredients areawarm
welcome, music, singing and
prayers, a Bible reading and a
theme -based craft. The message
of God’s love for each of us is built
around the craft, and while
working together on it,memories,
stories, heart aches and loss canbe
expressed and listened to. Tea,
cake and more chat round off the
session.

Adesire to serve older people in
the community and lots of prayer
is the starting point. Sharing the
vision with local church leaders
can bring welcome ecumenical
support and potential financial
assistance with buying materials
or ingredients for the tea.

A venue is the next step,
suitably risk assessed and taking
into account accessibility, heating,
lighting, comfortable seating,
kitchenfacilities, toiletsandpublic
transport links.

More prayer is needed to ask
God to bring forward other folk
with a heart for older people and
ears to listen, to form a team of
about five or six is a good number
though things may start with less.
Thevalueofhavinganecumenical
team brings with it a rich tapestry
of life experiences as does
including men in the team,

ensuring everyone feels at ease
andwelcome.

The Messy Vintage book offers
ideas for 52 sessions, although the
usual pattern would be for
monthly, not weekly, gatherings.

The sessions draw on Bible
verses and stories from both Old
andNew Testaments, and there is
also a list of ideas for festivals
throughout the church year,
starting with Advent. The crafts
vary in complexity to include folk
with less manual dexterity and
those who feel they have no
creative skills at all, and can be
used as written or taken as a
‘jumping off point’ for another
craft. The crafts are not intended
to be childish and demeaning, but
rather to enable enjoyment while
working together. We are not
aiming for perfection either, but
simply to have fun. Some crafts
are done on an individual basis,
such as painting a sunset, or
making a rainbow or sewing a
bookmark, while others, such as
theEaster gardenor theEpiphany
mobile, involve everyone making
something to contribute to the
finished article.

Jill Phipps. jill.phipps@
annachaplaincy.org.uk or

Katie Norman.
katie.mcvintage@gmail.com

Memories,
stories, heart
aches and loss
can be
expressed and
listened to

God’s Rainbow Promise
Bible Passage:Genesis 9:8-17

Focus verse: God said, This is
the sign of the covenant I have
established between me and all
life on earth. Genesis 9:17 (NIV)

Aim: To bring hope and comfort
to people.

Messy team conversations:
Talk about your experience of
seeing rainbows. How do
rainbowsmakeyoufeel?Have fun
trying to recall the words to the
song ‘I can sing a rainbow.’

Activity You will need: a copy of
the rainbow template for each
person, printed on blue card;
seven small balls of wool in, as
near as possible, the colours of the
rainbow; glue sticks or PVA glue
and spreaders; green crepe paper,
crinkled paper or similar; cotton
wool balls; scissors. In advance:
cut the wool into strands of
around 25-40cm, or cut all the
strands to 40cm so people can
choose their own sequence of
colours. On the day: stick
sufficient strands of wool to cover
each sector of the rainbow (on
average 4 strands works best).
Cut offany excesswool and secure
a band of green crepe paper to
cover the raw edges and form the
grass. Stick cotton wool clouds in
thesky.Notethat this isabeautiful
but quite fiddly craft, so make
sureyouhaveenoughreadyhands
available, especially if you are on a
tight schedule.

Celebration Talk about the
storyofNoahandtheflood,giving
opportunity for people to
participate in the telling of it.
Read the Bible passage. A
covenant is a binding relationship
rooted in commitment and
faithfulness between all parties.
God sent his covenant promise of
hope throughNoahas a symbol of
peace and harmony. Use the craft
pictures topromptpeopletoshare
ways in which they feel God’s
promise gives them hope and
comfort, and consider our
spiritual response to God’s
promise and our covenant with
him.

Prayer Faithful and everlasting
God, we thank you for the beauty
of rainbows reminding us of your
promise to us and all life on earth,
bringing us not only joy and
delight,butalsocomfortandhope
for ourselves and your hurting
world. Amen

(BRF 2021)
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Andrew Carey Editor’s Notebook

Revelations of sexual abuse against the well-known
Christian apologist, the late Ravi Zacharias, will
cause great pain and damage to those who were
closely associated with his ministry. The allegations
started to emerge a few years ago and the first brave
complainant Lori Anne Thompson was ignored,
ostracised and persecuted by Zacharias and his
associates. The truth has only emerged since
Zacharias’ death from cancer in May 2020. There
will bemuchwritten about this and especially rightly
seeking ways of holding leaders to account. Ian Paul,
points to the fact that Ravi Zacharias had not been a
member of a local church congregation for many
years. “That sort of basic rootedness in a real, local
Christian community seems to me to be an essential

counterbalance to the ‘celebrity’ that comes with an
international ministry (psephizo.com).”

I’msure this is truebut it isnopanacea.Narcissists
of this kind will find a way of thriving in a local
church as much as an international ministry. We are
already used to rigorous safeguarding policies and
whistle-blowing procedures but wemust also ensure
that there is some truly independent accountability
in any ministry. This will often be uncomfortable
and difficult, but we have found time and again that
church leaders also have feet of clay and can abuse
their authority. And this is why independent
safeguarding in the church is a necessity. We have
independent auditors for our finances, so why not
regular visits from safeguarding auditors?

Last week the Archbishops
penned a defence of the Church
of England in The Spectator
which inrecentdayshas fronteda
campaign aimed at preventing
wholesale cuts to the frontline
ministry. And indeed, many
clergy are extremely suspicious
that financial cuts will be made
first to parish clergy and only

then to bureaucracy. The greater
needistogetridofthetechnocrats,
they argue. The Archbishops
point out that they have no plans
to dismantle the parish network
and in any case no power to do so.
Any posts which are lost, they
promise soothingly, will be lost to
retirement. But why is there a
future vision and strategy,

including a ‘mixed ecology’ if
there are no plans to change
anything? The Archbishops,
criticise ‘rascally voices around
who want to undermine the
church’, but this is the wrong
target. The rascals they talk about
are fearful and anxious about the
future of the church. They need
reassurance not defensiveness.

Government action to impose a
free speech obligation on higher
education providers as a
condition of public funding, is a
welcome move. There has long
been a problem with free speech
in Universities. In the 1980s,
when I was at University,
Christian groups were already
beginning to experience
problems with Student Unions.
Christian Unions have a long
history going back decades of
being disaffiliated from SU’s and
prevented from renting rooms
formeetings.

In my day it was mostly
Conservative politicians who
were ‘no platformed’ and had
eggs thrown at them if they came
near a campus. These days it is no
longer a matter of politics but of
culture. If you have taken the
wrong side over the ‘rights’ of
transexuals then you can be
‘cancelled’ and this includes
feminist icons like Germaine

Greer and has even included gay
campaigners such as Peter
Tatchell (although the latter has
come back into line in recent
times).

So as the list of banned
speakers has grown the necessity
for intervention to allow free
speech on campuses has become
more urgent. But the immature
culture of ‘banning’ or ‘cancelling’
has spilled over into other parts
of society. In the Church of
England for example there are
groups and individuals who are
attempting to suggest that
socially and theologically
conservative views on
homosexuality are a
‘safeguarding’ risk. This is an
attempt to ban or outlaw
Christian ways of talking about
marriage and sexuality. It is
worrying that those who cannot
win the argument should just
seek to abolish the opposition
instead.
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HAVE YOUR SAY
Wewelcome your views

What should church leaders be saying during a
pandemic? Should churches be reopening?What
will 21st century church look like post-Covid-19?

On these and other topics contact:
editor@churchnewspaper.com
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Appointments

The Rev Katrina Mary Dykes, BA,
Priest-in-Charge at Abbots Ann,
Upper Clatford and Goodworth
Clatford (Winchester) to Rector of
Carlford (St Edmundsbury and
Ipswich)

The Rev Joanne Dyer, BA, Interim
Minister at Whitwick, Thringstone
and Swannington (Leicester) to the
Rectory of All Souls, North
Warwickshire in the County of
Warwickshire (Birmingham)

Rev Heike Prentice, Assistant Curate,
St Peter’s Church, Hammersmith
(London) to Vicar of Coggeshall,
Marks Hall, Cressing, Stisted,
Bradwell-juxta- Coggeshall and
Pattiswick; Coggeshall w Marks Hall
(St Peter-ad-Vincula, St Nicholas’;
Chapel) (19.05); Cressing All Saints
(19.05a); Stisted All Saints wBradwell
juxta Coggeshall and Pattiswick
(Chelmsford)

The Rev Kevin Michael Billson,
Rector, Blofield (Benefice) has been
appointed to a new (additional)
position of Assistant Priest, Broadside
(Benefice)(Norwich)

The Rev Darleen Joy Plattin, Rector,
GreatandLittlePlumstead,Rackheath
with Salhouse and Witton (Benefice)
has been appointed to a new
(additional) position of Assistant
Priest,Broadside (Benefice) (Norwich)

The Rev Barry Rodney Hobson, PTO
(Chelsmsford)

The Rev Jean Douglas Halliday, PTO
(Chelmsford)

TheRev Jeffrey EdwardBurditt,PTO
(Chelmsford)

MrsPamelaDianaDraycott,PTO as a
Reader (Chelmsford)

The Rev Claire Robson, Diocesan
Director of Ordinands and Associate
Priest (SSM)inHexhamAndAssistant

Area Dean in Bellingham Deanery
Benefice (Newcastle) to Diocesan
Director of Ordinands and Associate
Priest (SSM) at Humshaugh And
Assistant Area Dean in Bellingham
Deanery (Newcastle)

The Rev Philip Jonathan Lockley,
Assistant Curate, St Clement’s Church
(Oxford) to be Priest in Charge,
WashingtonHoly Trinity (Durham)

The Rev Diane Therese Hazel Ryan,
Assistant Curate, Parish of Great
Snaith (Sheffield) to be Priest-in-
Charge, High Spen St Patrick and
RowlandsGill St Barnabas andPriest-
in-Charge, Blaydon St Cuthbert
(Durham)

The Rev Katherine Elizabeth Jamie,
Vicar, Heworth St Mary (Durham) to
be Chaplain, HMP Deerbolt (Leeds)
andHMPKirklevington (York)

The Rev Colin Malcolm Fairweather,
Assistant Curate: Braintree St Paul
(Chelmsford) to be Priest in Charge:

Stansted Mountfitchet St John
(23.23); Birchanger St Mary the
Virgin (23.23a); FarnhamStMary the
Virgin (23.23b); Takeley Holy Trinity
with Little Canfield All Saints (23.22)
(Chelmsford)

TheRev Becky Elliott, Curate at West
Worcestershire Rural Teamto Vicar of
Malvern Holy Trinity & St James
(Worcester)

TheRev Sarah Dangerfield, Curate in
Charge of Parish of Bishampton with
Throckmorton; Associate Priest: of
the Parish of Abberton, the Parish of
The Flyfords, the Parish of Naunton
Beauchamp in the Benefice of
Abberton, The Flyfords, Naunton
Beauchamp and Bishampton with
Throckmorton; Associate Priest of
Peopleton and White Ladies Aston
with Churchill and Spetchley and
Upton Snodsbury and Broughton
Hackett andAssociatePriest: Parish of
Stoulton with Drakes Broughton and
the Parish of Pirton in the Benefice of
Stoulton with Drakes Broughton and

Pirton and Norton
(Worcester) became Priest in Charge:
Fladbury Hill and Moor Wyre Piddle,
Cropthorne and Charlton (Worcester)

Retirements

The Ven David Newman, Warden of
Launde Abbey and Priest in Charge of
Loddington with Launde Abbey
(Leicester) with effect from 16th
August 2021.

The Rev Canon Helen Newman,
Chaplain at Launde Abbey (Leicester)
with effect from 16th August 2021.

Deaths

The Rev Jane Margaret Holmes
(Norwich)

TheRevEustace Smith (Leicester)

TheRevGillian(Gill)Green(Norwich)

MissLizSalmon, aReader and former
AreaWarden of Readers (Stepney)

In a recent national newspaper article Bishop Graham Tomlin noted
that “You won’t get briefings from Number 10 on how to die” (The
Times, Credo, Saturday February 6th)

This topic is vital for all to consider since, for many in our society,
future options are being closed down by COVID, whether in terms of
education, employment or lengthof life; fear of death is also affecting
our current experience of life. As those who have experienced the
sudden death of a loved one, or accompanied the slow but inevitable
decline of others under palliative care, we have seen how the presence
of faith in a life after death has made the journey muchmore bearable
for all concerned and leaves those left behindwithout toomanyregrets.
For Christians the ‘sure and certain hope’ of life beyond the grave
transforms grief and fear into joy and hope.

Expoundingwhat this faith is based on is surely what the Church of
England leadership at every level should be focusing on now,

• Dr Philip Giddings, former chair of the House of Laity of the
Church of England General Synod

• Rev Martin Down, retired parish clergyman and co-author of
Talking about Dying

• Dr Elaine Sugden, retired cancer consultant, Oxford
• Dr Gareth Tuckwell, Former Chairman Sanctuary Care, CEO

BurrswoodHospital & Clinical Director at Hospice in theWeald.

Church leaders should be focused on ‘sure and
certainhope’

Dr Kenneth Hylson-Smith died
at the beginning of this month. I
will leave it for his friends to tell
his full story in an obituary in the
next issue, but his insights on the
history of evangelicalism and also
its future are worth taking note
of. One of my most thumbed
history books is his ‘Evangelicals
in the Church of England 1734-
1984’ (T & T Clark). It is an
invaluable summary of an
extremely complex, noisy and
fissiparous tribe in the Church of
England. It alsohas some insights
for the future.

He writes in his epilogue ‘The
other side of 1984’: “It would
probably be widely accepted
amongEvangelicals that there is a
need for a ‘genuinely missionary
encounter between a scriptural
faith and modern culture.
Evangelicals are both peculiarly
well suited tomeet suchademand
and yet, in certain respects,
frustratingly ill-equipped or
prepared to do so.” He quotes
John King in warning that
although evangelicals prize the
Bible more than any other
contemporary evangelicalism is
‘light-weight, even flimsy
compared with its antecedents’.
He advises modern-day
evangelicals to avoid unhealthy
and introverted pietism. He also
urges them not to lose their

distinctives and be absorbed into
the Church of England. He
writes: “The life of Evangelicals
within a comprehensive church
has beenmademore complicated
and painful because some
ordained Church of England
leaders openly deny the supreme
authority of the Bible and claim
‘unlimited freedom to reconceive

the Christian fundamentals’.”
Evangelicals in the Church of

England, have their own identity
problem and there are wide
differences of emphasis especially
after theadventof the charismatic
movement. “Some rest content
with their parochial
commitments,” he writes, “while
others earnestly seek for national
and indeed international,
evangelical influence. Some stress
the need for personal evangelism
and personal pastoral care while
others search for a more effective
Christian penetration of secular
society.”

But he concludes that the
vocation of evangelicals is needed
as never before in the Church of
England. Evangelicals have
indeedalwayshad to grapplewith
“intricate and sometimes
seemingly insoluble problems”
but they have a found a way
through.

He declares: “Evangelicalism
has two distinctive hallmarks:
humble submission to the
authority of scripture and
acceptance of the Lordship of
Christ, with all that flows from
belief in him as pre-eminent. In
an age of relativism, pluralism
and syncretism, Evangelicals still
have their essential part to play in
the life of the church and of the
world.”

CLERGY MOVES
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DrKenneth
Hylson-Smith

In an age of
relativism,
pluralism and
syncretism,
Evangelicals
still have an
essential part
to play
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Lent 1
Sunday 21st February

Genesis 9:8-17; 1 Peter 3:18-22;Mark 1:9-15

A rainbow is a symbol of hope which inspires people, especially in times of crisis.No
wonder we have seen somany pictures of rainbows over the last year. In the Bible, the
rainbow is a sign of hopebasedonGod’s promises.

After the flood, in Genesis 9:11, God promised, “Never again will all life be destroyed
bythewatersofaflood;neveragainwilltherebeafloodtodestroytheearth.”Accompanying
this promise was the sign of a rainbow, verse 12. God’s judgment on sin, poured out in
40 days of floodwaters, has since been reserved. It would still fall, but instead it would
fall on his eternal son in his substitutionary sacrifice, as 1 Peter 3:18 so elegantly
summarises. “ForChrist also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the body butmade alive in the Spirit.”

Perhaps that is why Peter recounts Jesus bearing witness to the flood generation in 1
Peter 3:19-20. It is as if he is testifying how the rest of humanity can escape the
judgement they faced in the flood. Rather than the flood waters washing away life, the
waters of baptismwash away sin and bring new life, through the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ introduction to the world as the Son of God is through being
submerged in water. When he came up after his baptism by John, God announced,
“You aremy Son, whom I love; with you I amwell pleased,”Mark 1:11.

He endured 40 days temptation in the desert, to testify tohis perfect humanity and
ability to bear all sin under the flood of God’s judgment. He is the ark of righteousness,
and calls people to cling to him in faith, verse 15, “The kingdom of God is near. Repent
and believe the good news!” When you next see a rainbow, think about that.

Question:What perspective does Christian hope give in a crisis?

Lent 2
Sunday 28th February

Genesis 17:1-7, 15, 16; Romans 4:13-25;Mark 8:31-38

Whenasked about the benefit of faith, somepeoplewould speak of comfort and others
would speakof conviction. Somewould speak of spirituality and others would speak of
belonging.But there are also challenges. Somewouldmake light and cast doubt onblind
faith. Some would be wary and express fear of extremism.

In Romans 4, Paul methodically grinds out themechanics of the Christian gospel to
show the benefit of Christian faith. As the original receiver ofGod’s promise to bless the
world, Abraham also set the pattern for future receivers to inherit it. Paul is at pains to
point out to his Jewish audience that it was not through the law, verse 13, but through
faith that the promise comes.

We become Abraham’s offspring by having the faith of Abraham, verse 16. His faith
was credited to him as righteousness, and it is the same for all “thosewho believe in him
whoraisedJesusourLordfromthedead,”verse24.Godcreditsthisfaithasrighteousness,
because Jesus was “delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our
justification,”verse 25. And this is guaranteed because it is by God’s grace, verse 16.

Looking back to Genesis 17:1-7, when God changed Abram’s name to Abraham to
denote him a father of many nations, we now see how that comes true by faith. We see
howGod’s everlasting covenant is fulfilled.

Jesus is the object of our faith, specifically his death and resurrection. When he
rebukedPeter fornot accepting this inMark8,he raised this great challengeofChristian
faith; it is cross-shaped. By faith we must “deny ourselves” to die and rise with Christ,
verse 34.

Question:What are the benefits and challenges of faith for you?

The Rev George Crowder is Vicar of St John, Over (Diocese of Chester) and Regional Director of Church Society (North &Midlands).
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Atwhatpointdowegiveuphope?
“Never,” you say. Let me re-
phrase the question. At what
point do we give up hope in our
own abilities and resources? We
can come to a moment of grim
recognition, a fateful dawning of
realisation that we do not possess
the means to get out of a bad
situation, be that medical,
relational,financial,ecclesiastical,
or otherwise.

Recently, I have often found
myself reflecting on Ezekiel’s
vision of the valley of dry bones
(Ezekiel 37). As Ezekiel surveyed
the desolate scene God set before
him, I wonder what he thought.
There were so many bones which
were so very dry. Whowere these
people and what happened to
them? Accompanying this
arresting tableau, the Lord offers

one outrageous question, a
question which frames its
purpose, verse 3; “Son of man,
can these bones live?”Not only
are these people dead, but their
bodies have also rotted away. Not
only have they been reduced to
bones, but their bones are very
dry. One step away from finally
returning to dust, these human
remains couldn’t be further away
from life.

Ezekiel’s first response is
instructive, “O Sovereign Lord,
you alone know.”He looks beyond
the capacity and ingenuity of
human beings to the knowledge
and will of God. He has no hope
in what might be humanly
possible, but he is unshaken inhis
faith in the Lord. It’s not that he
gives up hope and does nothing,
but rather he only has hope in the

Lord’s ways.
It is this attitude of mind that

makes him willingly obedient to
God’s command. He preaches to
the dry bones, telling them that
breath will enter them and bring
them to life, and thatGodwill re-
constitute their muscles and re-
invigorate their organs.It is with
this same attitude of mind that
we must faithfully preach the
word of the Lord in every
situation, nomatter how desolate
the scene.

As he prophesies, flesh and
skin cover the bones – a miracle
in itself – but still there is no
breath in them.God’s next
instruction is pivotal, verse 9,
“Prophesy to the breath.” The
connection is obvious, but God
confirms in verse 14 that the
breath is theHoly Spirit.

Word and Spirit go together.
We can preach with all vigour
and verbal alacrity and yet
nothing but dead air remains
unless the Spirit of God carries
his word to the hearts of the
people who are listening.
Preaching is a double act of faith:
faith first in the supernatural
transforming power of God’s
word,andsecondintheattendant
quickening of theHoly Spirit.

Not so obvious is the identity
of the bones, which the Lord
reveals in verse 11. We might
expect these to be the spiritually
dead dry bones of the pagan
nations, but they are not. They
are the bones of the whole house
of Israel who say, “Our bones are
dried up and our hope is gone;we
are cut off.” These are the
desperate words of the destitute

people of God. The vision given
to Ezekiel is a vision of hope for
thosewhohave lost spiritual sight
and hearing; in fact, all sense and
feeling.

In response, let us renew our
commitment to preach God’s
word to the church, and let us
pray for the Holy Spirit to bring
life. We may find people who
have run out of hope in theworld,
but they are not without hope of
new life. Christians do not speak
of hope in ourselves and call
people to be masters of their own
destiny; we have repented of that
vain hope. Neither do we hold up
our hands in impuissant
despondency. We hope in the
Lord and we speak his word. We
trust that his truth is what all
people need most and depend on
his Spirit to bring life.

By faith we see the hand of God, Come Praise and glorify, God is a holy God
(children’s), The God of Abraham praise,When I survey the wondrous cross.

Blessed assurance, Cornerstone, Glory to Jesus (children’s), I come by the blood,
My hope is built on nothing less.
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Joe Biden andCatholicism
in theUnited States,

Massimo Faggioli Bayard
Kindle£10.19

Joe Biden: American
Dreamer

EvanOsnos
Continuum,£18.99,

Kindle£10.19

What impact will the election of
Joe Biden have on the Catholic
Church in the US? He is only the
second Catholic to be elected
president.Thefirst, JackKennedy,
was described by his biographer,
Frederik Logevall, as an agnostic
who carried on the outward
practice of his faith without
actually believing. Biden, whose
life has been marked by personal
tragedy and who carries in his
pocket the rosary of his deceased
son, Beau, is a believerwho likes to
quote Kierkegaard: ‘faith sees best
in the dark’.

Kennedy’s election sparked
fears amongAmericanProtestants

but ironically it is Catholics who
appear to be more concerned
about a Biden presidency. His
election has turned the spotlight
on deep divisions in the US
Catholic Church. Only hours after
Biden had attended mass in
Washington before his
inauguration the President of the
US Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Archbishop José Gomez
ofLosAngeles, putouta statement
saying the ‘our new President has
pledged to pursue certain policies
that would advance moral evils
and threaten human life and
dignity’.

Gomez referred to abortion,
contraception, marriage and
gender as matters of concern but
his statement was denounced as
‘ill-considered’ by Cardinal Blaise
Cupich of Chicago, a leader of the
liberalwingof theCatholicChurch
in America. The National Catholic
Reporter has called for Rome to
investigate the Bishops’
Conference.

To understand the background
to this public disagreement among
American Catholics Massimo
Faggioli’s book is essential reading.
Foggioli, an Italian theologian
with a doctorate from Tübingen
whomoved to theUS in 2008, has
become a leading commentator on
Pope Francis and on the direction
he is trying to take the Catholic
Church.

While there are plenty of people
in Rome who are unhappy with
the Pope, the strongest opposition
is coming from the US. Faggioli
goes so far as to refer to a ‘soft
schism’. Another writer, Michael
Sean Winters, has spoken of a
‘functional schism’.

The election of someone
Faggioli calls ‘a dialogue-seeking’
Catholic who stands firmly in the
tradition of Vatican II and has
made clear his admiration for
Pope Francis has alarmed
traditionalists in the American
Catholic Church. They probably
will not have read an editorial in
The Guardian calling Biden’s
election ‘the best news liberal
Christians have had for a long
time’ but they fear precisely what
that newspaper hailed as a sign of
hope.

Conservative Catholicism allied
to the Republican Party, is amajor
force in the US. There is a large
group of Catholic Supreme Court

judges, politicians, and public
figures like William Barr, Trump’s
Attorney General, who are
committed to the conservative
agenda. Most of the bishops
appointed under John Paul II and
Benedict XVI are of this way of
thinking. The conservativeEternal
Word television network, which
also controls an array of radio
stations, newspapers and
publishing houses, exercises a
great deal of influence over lay
Catholics.

Conservatives who under John
Paul IIwerenot slow to tell liberals
to respect the teaching of the
magisterium have not hesitated to
criticise Pope Francis’ teaching on
the environment, social justice or
the rights of immigrants. As
Faggioli points out, Biden and the
Pope are not perfectly aligned.
Therewill be differences onhow to
handle China and Russia and
probably on Middle East policy,
but the President’s support for the
Popewill send a powerfulmessage
toCatholics in theUS andpossibly
open their eyes to how far their
Churchhasmoved to the right and
away from the Rome.

But Faggioli does not
underestimate the problems that
lie ahead forwhatmightbe termed

‘mainstream Catholicism’. He
describes conciliar Catholicism as
being ‘in noman’s land’ and points
to the way radical Catholicism is
largely articulated in post-
theological, post-Catholic
language leaving a void for
conservatives to fill.

Evan Osnos, a writer for the
New Yorker who came to know
Biden because of his coverage of
foreign affairs, has written a short
portrait that brings the new
President to life. Biden has
certainly made mistakes and like
all of us there are flaws in his
character but he could well be the
healer America needs and he will
restore moral leadership to the
presidency.

Osnos does not saymuch about
Biden’s faith but he makes clear
that it has been tested by intense
suffering. After his first wife and
daughter died in a car accident he
admitted ‘no words, no prayer, no
sermon gaveme ease’.

Only a few years’ ago he had to
watch his son, Beau, die of cancer.
Despite all the pain he has gone
through, he continues to pray, to
go tomass, to quote the bible inhis
speeches and to try to shape his
policies by the gospels.

Paul Richardson
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Biden has certainly mademistakes
and like all of us there are flaws
in his character but he could well
be the healer America needs
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Leaving Church
What canwe learn
from thosewho are
donewith Church?
Robin Stockitt,
S JohnDawson
Grove Books, £3.95

This fascinating booklet is
based on a study done by the
authors of a ‘representative’
group of people who were
once very involved in church
life but have ceased to attend
without abandoning their
faith.

The authors find that for
these people the road to non-
attendance is not a single
moment, but a gradual
process. “People seem to ‘drift
away’ as C.S Lewis described
it. Just as spirituality is a
process, disillusionment with
the church (or the faith) is a
process too,” theywrite. In the
interviews, the authors
discover that leaving church
attendance was remarkably
easy. In fact, with one
exception, the church made
no attempt to get in touch
with them after they left.
Factors in leaving can be a
weariness with the internal
politics of churches; abuses of
power; the lack of relevance
to daily issues of life; the gap
between what is proclaimed
and what is practised in
church life; too much
teaching with one basic
message that ‘you’ must do
better; constant requirement
to commit time, money and
effort; living in a performance
culture; anti-intellectual
culture of churches;
questionable use of finances
and lack of accountability;
becoming bored with the
ritual and routine.

Having diagnosed the
problem the authors advocate
empathyon thepartof church
leaders. They call for
reciprocal relationships
‘servingChrist, servingothers,
inwhich there are elements of
kindness and hospitality’.

Those who are ‘done-with’
the Church are longing for an
adventure, the authors argue
and a new journey. Surely the
church canprovide themwith
this – an authentic and
spiritual journey.

An extremely useful book
for all clerical and lay leaders.

Andrew Carey
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Priest-in-Charge for thebeneficeof AshburnhamwithPenhurst
and Rural Officer for East Sussex
As priest-in-charge, the postholder will have principal pastoral responsibility for the
worshipping community at St Peter’s Ashburnham (there is an Associate Vicar in post
who takes responsibility for Penhurst). As Rural Officer, the person appointed will serve
the rural community within the diocese and beyond, offer a rural voice within the
diocese, and resource parishes and senior staff in the diocese on rural issues.

This is a single, full-time post, part sponsored by the AshburnhamThanksgiving Trust.

We are looking for a person who will be:
• A good leader and effective communicator who will bring a positive and energetic
approach to both aspects of the role.

• Confident in presenting a personal faith in Jesus, in the evangelical tradition
of the benefice; comfortable with both formal and informal worship

• Knowledgeable and experienced in rural life and issues, willing and able
to encourage and resource others serving in rural areas.

A delightful four-bedroom house has been made available on the Ashburnham Estate,
by the sponsoring body the Ashburnham Thanksgiving Trust.

For application pack: Marc Sacher, PA to the Archdeacon of Hastings
marc.sacher@chichester.anglican.org

Informal enquiries may be made to the Archdeacon of Hastings,
The Ven Dr Edward Dowler archhastings@chichester.anglican.org.

Enhanced CRB disclosure required. Closing date for applications: 1st March Interview date: 22nd March

Will you support us in sending this
paper to prison chaplains?

Each week we send copies of this newspaper to Prison Chaplains,
who greatly appreciate having suitable literature to hand out,
because prisoners have to spend so much time in their cells. We
have always been glad to do this, but the postage costs have
escalated over the years, and we need help to continue and

hopefully expand this service. For example, it now costs £1.83 to
post six copies. We would be most grateful for donations towards

the cost of distribution, which may be sent to:

The Editor, The Church of England Newspaper,
14 Great College Street, London SW1P 3RX

(Cheques payable to Polititical & Religious Intelligence Ltd).

Reach out to over 8000 regular readers.
To advertise in future issues contact the CEN

advertising team at ads@churchnewspaper.com

Extraterrestrial: The First
Sign of Intelligent Life

BeyondEarth
Avi Loeb

JohnMurray Press, £20.00

Don’t let the title of this book put
you off. It is written by a tenured
Professor of astrophysics at
Harvard. Loeb sets up the debate
about the origins of ‘Oumuamua’.
From 19 October to 29 October
2017, the Panoramic Survey
Telescope and Rapid Response
System (Pan-STARRS), a
network of telescopes and high
definition cameras in an
observatory on top of a dormant
volcano in Hawaii, picked up
data, that was best interpreted
subsequently as coming from an

object, passing through our solar
system, that had been made by
intelligent non-human life. The
object, later named ‘Oumuamua
was first thought to be a comet,
then an asteroid and finally an
interstellar object. This remains
the one thing upon which every
scientist agrees.

Loeb looks at the ‘Oumuamua
phenomenon within his wider
life story. Loeb tells of his idyllic
childhood growing up on a farm
in Israel and how, because of his
aptitude at school, during the
compulsory military service, he
was selected for the Talpiot
project, where he undertook
defence related academic
research alongside his military
service. After his PhD, he studied
at the Institute of Advanced
Study at Princeton, then moved
to Harvard where later he was
offered tenure as an
Astrophysicist.

On October 26th 2017, the
Institute for Astronomy at the
University of Hawaii announced
‘Oumuamua’s discovery. All the
technological apparatus that was
capable of being focused on
‘Oumuamua was looking at
nothing else.

At the time, it was the first
object that hadoriginatedoutside
our solar system that, while
passing through, had been
detected by scientific equipment.

The data that was picked up in

those eleven days has been the
focus of intense study since, with
the vast majority of the scientific
community coming to the

unsurprising conclusion that
‘Oumuamua is an unusual but
entirely natural phenomenon.
However, as the book’s title

suggests, in a calm, simple and
engaging fashion, Loeb tells the
story of how he, in the face of
most of the rest of the scientific
community’s incredulity, came to
think that ‘Oumuamua is a
constructed rather than a natural
phenomenon.

Something led Loeb to
conclude that the only rational
explanation for all the recorded
data is that ‘Oumuamua was
constructedbyanextra-terrestrial
civilisation.

The point at issue was a
dramatic deviation in
‘Oumuamua’s trajectory and
momentum. Two years later on
August 30 2019, a second object
originating outside our solar
system was spotted by General
Borisov, a Russian engineer and
amateur astronomer, using a
telescope he had built himself.

This object, also, like
‘Oumuamua was moving too fast
to be gravitationally bound to the
sun and like ‘Oumuamua
deviatedand left our solar system,
but, unlike, ‘Oumuamua, the tail
and gas trail it left behind was
clear. It was obviously a comet.

This is a fascinating book and
very accessible. There is an
excellent index and footnotes give
information on papers he has
referenced in the book both for
and against his case. It is certainly
very well worth a read.

Jo Penberthy

Something led Loeb to
conclude that the only rational
explanation for all the recorded
data is that ‘Oumuamua was
constructed by an extra-
terrestrial civilisation’.

OL
IV
IA

FA
LC
IG
NO



Friday 19 February, 202116

@churchnewspaperchurchnewspaper.com facebook.com/churchnewspapercen@churchnewspaper.com

© MMXXI, The Church of England Newspaper. Registered as a newspaper by Royal Mail. ISSN: 0964-816X. Published by Political and Religious Intelligence Ltd, 14 Great College Street,
Westminster, London, SW1P 3RX, Tel: 020 7222 2018. Creative Direction by Pongo andMatelot 07955.877195 e: info@pongoandmatelot.co.uk. Printed byMortonsMedia Group Ltd, NewspaperHouse,

Morton Way, Horncastle, Lincs, LN9 6JR. Tel: 01507 523456. Newstrade distribution: Mortons Media Group Ltd, Tel: 01507 529535.

Influence of Christianmystic fiction
By Maggie Shaw

Storytelling has been used since
the early days of language, to
explain cultural truths in ways
that both entertain and educate
those listening. The parables
describe in easily understood
ways, the nature of the Kingdom
of God, who our neighbours are,
andtheimportanceofforgiveness.
Many of the images used, such as
the camel going through the eye
of a needle, and going the extra
mile, are known even to those
with other faiths or none.
Christian mystic and visionary
fiction continues that great
storytelling tradition and brings
it into the twenty-first century.

The genre ‘Visionary Fiction’
has a relatively short history, first
being used in the 1980s, although
the term can be traced back to the
psychologist Carl Jung, who
spoke about the visionary nature
of great art and fiction in his
lecture Psychology and Literature
given in 1929. He cited epic
poems such as Beowulf and The
Iliad,whichhelpedhimconstruct
the theory of personality
archetypes.

Stories are often set in fictional
worlds, and may use
reincarnation, dreams, visions,
and other metaphysical plot
devices in their structure.

Christian mystic fiction has
also been around for a long time,
though again the name of the
genre has only been coined
relatively recently. The Pilgrim’s
Progress by John Bunyan
published in 1678 is a famous
early example, explaining by
allegorythetrialsandtemptations
of being a follower of Jesus
through the story of the hero
Christian.

The late 15th century morality
play The Somonyng of Everyman
is another early example of the
genre.This allegory exploreswhat
Christians must do to attain
salvation, examining the deeds of
the character Everyman who
findswhenhe facesGod that he is
essentially alone, with only his
good deeds in life to save him.

I first became interested in
Christian mystic fiction when I
came across Charles Williams
books: Descent into Hell (1937)
and All Hallows Eve (1945). T S
Elliot described Williams’ novels
as supernatural thrillers because

they explore the sacramental
intersection of the physical with
the spiritual while also examining
the ways in which power, even
spiritual power, can corrupt as
well as sanctify. I loved the way
Williams’ books explored the

mysticism within a story
framework to engage as well as
inform.

Charles Williams was one of
the Inklings, the group of writers
which met regularly at the Eagle
and Child pub in Oxford for
mutual criticism and support
from the 1920s until it died off in
1949.

The group’smembers included
the famous authors JRRTolkien
andCSLewis. Tolkien’s epicLord
of the Rings, published between
1954-55, is a stirring mythic
fantasy which has gained an
almost cultic following and easily
fits into the visionary fiction
genre. Lewis’s seven much loved
books for children comprising
The Chronicles of Narnia
published between 1950-1956, fit
clearly into the Christian mystic
genre of fiction. Christian motifs

abound, for
instance, in the
description of the
death of Aslan for
the sins of
Edmund in The Lion, TheWitch
and The Wardrobe and the False
Prophet in The Last Battle.

My own novels combine
visionary fiction and Christian
mysticism in different measures.
The first to be published by
Eregendal, The Vision and
Beyond (2018) explores a young
Christianwoman’s search for true
identity against the backdrop of
the aftermath of a war fought
withneutronbombs. It includes a
powerful description of how an
autisticpersontriestounderstand
a strange world which
neurotypical people find normal,
and condemn those who use war
and violence to secure their goals.

The other,
The Eagle and
The Butterfly
(2020) uses a
t r a d i t i o n a l
allegory format

to explore the Christian themes
of forgiveness, redemption and
the Final Battle by following the
quest of the butterfly person
Eregendal. This story reimagines
many mythic and Christian
motifs, including The Tree of
Knowledge, death, judgement
and resurrection, and includes a
representation of the Eucharistic
Host as the zana flower.

Places to explore these genres
include the websites of Visionary
Fiction Alliance website and the
Association of Christian Writers,
as well as book searches through
Goodreads and Amazon.
Maggie Shaw is the founder of

Erengdal eregendal.com

Tolkien’s epic is
a stirring
mythic fantasy
which has
gained an
almost cultic
following and
easily fits into
the visionary
fiction genre
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