
The Archbishop of Canterbury
and Lambeth Palace have
come in for harsh criticism
over safeguarding failures, in
particular ignoring emails from
survivors, lack of staff training,
poor record keeping and the lack
of a comprehensive complaints
system.

The audit by the Social Care
Institute for Excellence, was
published this week and focussed
on Lambeth Palace and the
Archbishop of Canterbury’s role.
Auditors found that in his
national ledership role, the
Archbishop’s public statements
“were not always consistent nor
seen through”. It says that while
theremayhavebeengood reasons
given his “lack of managerial
authority… it can seem to reflect
ongoing denial by the Church
about what is needed to create a
safe Church and rebuild broken
lives of victims and survivors.”

SCIE carried out audits of all
dioceses, Cathedrals as well as
Lambeth and Bishopthorpe
Palaces. Archbishop Justin
Welby’s moral leadership in
acknowledging past failings were
notmatched by an ability “to turn
his expressed personal

commitment into visible action.”
The auditors say that he

“is constrained by the
constitutional reality of the
Church of England and leaves the
Archbishop open to accusations
of inconsistency regarding
safeguarding.”

The way Lambeth Palace
responds to victims and survivors
with some not receiving any

responseatall, isharshly criticised
in the report. Survivors said they
felt, “disregarded, fobbed off, not
believed or viewed as a nuisance.”

John Smyth victims who were
interviewed by the auditors said
that their experiences of the
responses fromindividualswithin
Lambeth Palace “were extremely
negative”. These victims have now
been waiting more than 1000

days for the delayedMakin report
on John Smyth.

Some survivors said that they
“had lost their faith as a result of
their experiences, and others had
retained their faith but lost
confidence in the Church of
England.”

Themajorityof survivorsasked
about how long it took for a
meaningful response to be

received from the church, said
they had never received such a
response. Paricipants said they
were “overwhelmingly
unsatisfied” with the church’s
response to them.

Anglican Futures, a
conservative body allied to groups
in the Anglican Communion as
well as GAFCON, said that the
SCIE audit of Lambeth judged
that “themost basic requirements
of good safeguarding are absent”.

They added: “That anyone,
absolutely anyone, could have
their home, workplace and a
decade of work described in the
way the report does would be a
disgrace. That this is the home,
workplace and work of a senior
global Christian leader should be
unbelievable.

The Archbishop of Canterbury
thanked the SCIE auditors and
stated: “Safeguarding must be
central to the life of the Church,
and we are committed to striving
for the highest possible standards
at Lambeth Palace. We welcome
the encouragement and, quite
rightly, the challenge from SCIE
to continue our ongoing learning
and improvementof safeguarding
practices.”

The next CENwill be published on 17Mar
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Audit slams Lambeth safeguarding failures
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A statement of solidarity
to mourn the loss of British
and New Zealand aid workers
in Ukraine was made by
the Archbishop of Canterbury

with the Primates of the
Anglican Church in Aotearoa,
NewZealandandPolynesia.

Christopher Parry from the
United Kingdom and Andrew

Bagshaw from New Zealand,
lost their lives seeking to bring to
safety a victim of the war in
Ukraine.

“There is nomoral justification

for Russia’s illegal invasion of
Ukraine,” said the Archbishop.

“Christopher and Andrew
believed that in the face of such
immoral aggression, with such
high cost to innocent lives,
they could not stand by, they had
to act. They gave their lives trying
to save the lives of others.
They took aid to the most
vulnerable in themost dangerous
situations.Wemake the following
statement in their memory and
out of deep respect for their
sacrifice,” he said.

In their statement the
Archbishops said they are
“united” in their shared beliefs of
the “rejection of hatred as
manifest in immoral and unjust
aggression and warfare.”

Primatesmourn loss of UK andNZ aidworkers inUkraine Church leaders have
been arrested, interrogated,
and tortured byRussian
military forces in occupied
areas ofUkraine. Page 5.

Sign up to ourweekly
newsletter email

subs@churchnewspaper.com

Failure of Lambeth
Survivors “had lost their
faith as a result of their
experiences.”

Victims felt “disregarded,
fobbed off, not believed or
viewed as a nuisance.”

John Smyth survivors said
that their experiences
of the responses from
Lambeth Palace were “…
extremely negative”.

“There are several staff
who have either completed
no safeguarding training
at all, not even at the most
basic level, and many for
whom their training is well
out of date.”

AndrewBagshaw Christopher Parry
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Diocese ofChelmsford
The Bishop of Chelmsford, Dr
Guli Francis-Dehqani, is
undertakingawalkingpilgrimage
across Chelmsford Diocese
during Lent. She isspending time
walking with people from more
than forty churches and
worshipping communities and
will also be visiting schools,
colleges and the Diocesan House
of Retreat at Pleshey. After being
commissioned at the Ash
Wednesday Eucharist at
Chelmsford Cathedral on 22
February, she planned her walk
through three Episcopal areas of
the diocese finishing at
Chelmsford on Maundy
Thursday.

Diocese ofEly
The Diocese is advocating
sustainable church flowers over
theuse of floral foam(a single-use
plastic). The diocese has said that
“a perfect replacement product
does not exist.” Instead they said
“Floristry without floral foam is
entirely possible,” requiring

churches to move away from the
more unnatural displays that
could be created using floral
foam, to embracing the natural
shape and form of each stem
being used.

Diocese ofGloucester
Church and community
organisations in
Minchinhampton are working
together to support local children,
families and young people to help
them get a better start in life.
When the local youth group
closed, Holy Trinity
Minchinhampton and
MinchinhamptonBaptistChurch
were concerned about the impact
its loss would have on the
community. They decided to take
on the group and start a volunteer
team to keep caring for the
children of the community.

Minchinhampton Rector,
Howard Gilbert said, “About 40
to 50 children come to the youth
group on a Wednesday night, so
it’s now very popular. We have
had concerns about challenging

behaviour, including the sharing
of pornography and concerns
about weapons. We believe that
the youth club provides an
important service for young
people and so we called on
support from community
organisations to allow it to
continue safely.”

They formed a volunteer team
from the community and local
churches to run the youth club,
and a committee to oversee the
team’s work. This allowed them
to receive guidance from the local
school about how to safely
support all their young people,
whatever their challenges.

Mr Gilbert said, “Our Police
Community Support Officer
(PCSO) started coming every
couple of weeks, meeting the
young people, getting to know
them and building trust that the
police are a helpful presence, not
a threat. A trained social worker
also offers her expertise and
experience, both as a volunteer
youth worker and as part of our
support network.

“Our young people are now
being offered different
enrichment experiences like
cricket coaching, graffiti art,
bicycle maintenance and Forest
School. The youth club works
with parents and young people to
promote positive relationships.”

Diocese of Leicester
Bishop Martyn Snow has been
hearing aboutwhat it’s like to find
yourself without a home during a
visit to The Hope Forum -
Leicester’s Homeless Lived
Experience Forum.The sessions
attended by people with their
own, first-hand stories of life on
the streets and without secure
accommodation, was also
supported by groups including
Dear Albert, Leicester’s
Professional Lived Experience
Recovery Organisation. It
included open and productive
conversations asking thing like:
“What do people experiencing
homelessness need most besides
shelter?”

Diocese ofNewcastle
The Bishop of Berwick will
rededicate a stolen crucifix after it
was returned and restored to its
former glory. It comes almost two
years after thieves stole the highly
significant sculpture from the
Garden of Remembrance at All
Saints Church during an
overnight raid in May 2021. The
theft of the Calvary Cross, which
contains a bronze sculpture of
Jesus, attracted international
media attention anda rewardwas
offered for information after

police launched an investigation
and public appeal. The crucifix
was quickly tracked down to a
scrapyard in Newcastle and
recovered. Damage had been
caused to the welding originally
carried out by sculptor Frank
Roper back in 1965.

The discovery sparked a

funding campaign to raise funds
which would enhance its
surrounding environment.

Last October, the Calvary
Cross was finally reinstated in the
Garden of Remembrance, where
ashes are interred. It has been
positioned on a new plinth with
enhanced security.

Diocese ofDerby
DerbyCathedral’sBakewellScreenhastakenthirdplaceinthenational
Cathedral Treasures campaign. Almost 4,500 people voted on their
favourite cathedral treasure from the top tenfinalists in theAssociation
of English Cathedrals campaign which showcased 50 treasures cared
for and preserved by cathedrals in England and the Church inWales.

The runner-up was The Nave Ceiling at Peterborough with the
winner being The Leaves of Southwell Cathedral. Together the 50
treasures span over 1,000 years of history with the earliest treasure,
Ripon Cathedral’s ancient crypt of St Wilfrid established in 672 AD,
the oldest building of any English cathedral still is use today, to the
newest, the Newport Cathedral Rood, a modern work of art by
Singaporean artist Tay Swee Siong that was installed in 2020.

Diocese ofChester
Chester Cathedral has installed solar panels on its ancient monastic
building. Roof-mounted solar panels have been installed on several of
the South Transept andNave roofs of the Grade I listed Cathedral over
the summerand startedproducingandconsuming their ownelectricity
last year. The 206 solar panels generate 22-25 per cent of the total
energy consumption of the building and contribute not only to the
Church of England’s aim to beNet Zero by 2030, but to the ever-rising
cost of energy required to operate large historic sites like Chester
Cathedral, which has increased by 40 per cent in the past two years.

Chester joins the cathedrals of Gloucester and Salisbury in installing
solar panels to reduce the amount of carbon generated on site.

The panels at Chester use a unique non-interventive design which
means they sit on the historic roofs rather than being fixed to them.

Diocese ofCoventry
St Peter’s, Hillfields, has been welcoming people into its church and
communities from different cultures. St Peter’s holds a weekly service
called the ‘OneFamilyService’ onSundayevenings.This serviceattracts
forty to fifty people a week from a range of different cultures. The
service started out as a small Bible study group led byMatt Robinson.
Matt had been working with refugees and migrants in Coventry for a
number of years and felt God call him to run a Bible study for the
people he worked with.

The study group startedmeeting weekly at St James, Styvechale but
soon grewbigger, andwhenTFC relocated themajority of their refugee
and migrant work to St Peter’s, Hillfields, St Peter’s became the ideal
home for theBible study tobecomea full service.Hillfields is theperfect
location to hold the service as many refugees and migrants live in the
area. The One Family Service aims to be an accessible service for non-
speakers of English where they can encounter God. Worship leader,
Matt Brazier, has learnt several worship songs in different languages so
members of the congregation canworship in their own language. Also,
the Bible verse for the day is translated intomany different languages.



TheNationalChurch Institutions
(NCI) are still not demonstrating
“urgency necessary” to tackle
racial discrimination, according
to the second biannual Racial
Justice report, led by Lord
Boateng.

The Archbishops’ Commission
for Racial Justices’ First Report
‘From Lament to Action’,
identified that at a minimum
£20 million would be needed to
deliver its recommendations and
ensure the Racial Justice Unit is
properly supported in the Church
of England.

It pointed out that while the
Archbishops’ Council has agreed
to allocate £20m for this work
over the coming years and the
Commission was reassured that
£4.3mwill bemade available as a
matter of priority subject to
inputs from theDirector ofRacial
Justice, it said that successive
reports ‘have highlighted the slow
pace of progress in establishing a
central focus for the work of the
Church in addressing Racial
Justice’.

The Commission also raised
concerns that the Archbishops’
Council’s strategy is to distribute
the resources through dioceses
alone. It pointed out that there is
a wide range of bodies in the
Church of England that can
deliver the changes needed,
expressing further concern that ‘a
top-down strategy through the
dioceses is unlikely to lead to the
money being spent most

effectively’.
The report pointed out that 70

per cent of dioceses do not have a
strategy in place and ‘until they
do so it is unlikely to be effective
to distribute funds through
dioceses.’

The Commission advised
distributing the funds directly to
networks within the Church
(such as the AMEN network), to
Theological Education
Institutions, to the Commission
and some parishes.

The Commission called for
renewed focus on supportingGuy
Hewitt, the director of the Racial
Justice Unit. Lord Boateng
expressed disappointment at the
time it had taken to establish.

He said: “This has inevitably
impacted negatively upon our
own work and on the progress
made across the Church of
England in delivering on the
recommendations of From
Lament to Action”.

Recent discussions between

the Commission and the
members of the Culture and
Liturgy workstream havemet the
National Liturgical Adviser
include identifying the extent to
which the prayers and liturgies of
other Anglican provinces could
and should be deployed in the
Church of England.

The Liturgical Commission is
currently studying the Common
Worship Calendar “to name and
contextualise those who are
named in it who are of GMH
(Global Majority Heritage)”
including a suggested
commemoration of the life and
ministry of the late Archbishop
Desmond Tutu and marking the
contribution to the Allied war
effort of GMH people from the
home nations as well as from
elsewhere in the world. The
report also pointed out that while
‘some senior clergy have
recognised thegifts and capacities
of GMH clergy and have
furnishedthemwiththenecessary
training and development, other
senior leaders were limited in
terms of their imagination
regarding GMH clergy”.

From Lament to Action
highlighted the unfair systems of
recruitment and progression
within the clergy, adding that “the
constant rejection faced by some
experienced and qualified GMH
clergy leads to the conclusion that
racism and discrimination is a
factor in their inability toprogress
into different roles”.
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A review of the Instruments of
the Communion will be held
with the global Primates.

TheArchbishopofCanterbury
has asked the Secretary General
of the Anglican Communion to
arrange a Primates’ Meeting to
discuss theroleof theArchbishop
of Canterbury in the
Communion.

The Archbishop has also
asked that it is chaired by other
primates selected by them to
enable open discussion.

The Anglican Communion is
served by four “Instruments of
Communion”, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Lambeth
Conference, Primates’ Meetings
and the Anglican Consulative
Council.

Lambeth Palace confirmed
the review in response to the
recent statement by the Global
South Fellowship of Anglican
Churches (GSFA) expressing
concern over the Church of
England’s stance on same-sex
marriage.

Bishop introduced
to Lords

TheBishop of Lichfield,Michael
Ipgrave, was introduced to the
House of Lords and tookhis seat
on the Bishops Benches as a
LordSpiritual thisweek.

Archbishop
promises to

reviewAnglican
structures

LordBoateng criticises churches for
lack of urgency on tackling racism

The Bishop of Edmonton, Rob
Wickham, has been appointed
thenewGroupChiefExecutive of
Christian charity, Church Urban
Fund (CUF). Bishop Wickham,
who was appointed Bishop of
Edmonton in 2015 said, “God
never fails to surprise, and I am
now responding to a new calling.
The command of Jesus to ‘feed
my lambs’ has been instrumental
in my ministry as a parish priest
and as a Bishop and I am
delighted to be appointed as the
Group CEO of CUF.”

Bishop Martin Seeley criticised
“significant and vague
infringement on protections for
unions and workers,” in
Parliament thisweek.

The Bishop of Edmundsbury
and Ipswich has criticised a new
government bill introduced in
January. The Strikes (Minimum
Service Levels) Bill if passed,
would allow the Secretary of State
to make regulations setting out
the minimum service required in
certain sectors during strikes.
Unions and workers would have
to comply with these or face
losing protections against being
sued or dismissed.

Bishop Seeley points out that
“it was not that long ago, during
the pandemic, that we were
lauding those who now feel
abandoned. “

He added, “Wehave also heard
reference made to reports of
nurses left with no choice but to
use food banks, and others who
are leaving skilled jobs in public

service roles to take up less skilled
but better-paid jobs elsewhere.”

He cautioned “against the
characterisation of this argument
as one of left versus right.
I feel I am a bit in the crossfire
here.This is aboutdignity ofwork
and the common good, for the
flourishing of thewhole of society.
For the good functioning of
society, it is essential that all
workers have a legitimate and
peaceful means to seek redress
against pay and conditions that
leave them unable to make ends
meet.”

He said the bill was “skeletal in
its form”, “opening up multiple
ambiguities.”

He pointed out that it would
“significantly broaden Secretary
of State powers, which can be
exercised on very short notice.”

Church criticism of strike bill

CU
F

JustinWelby praises PM
The Archbishop of Canterbury this called the Windsor Framework a
“newchapter in theUKandEUrelations,” ina tweet afternegotiations
between EU and UK came to an end with a joint announcement at
Windsor byPrimeMinisterRishi SunakandEUPresidentUrsula von
derLeyen. Hecalled for prayers for the people ofNorthern Ireland and
praised Rishi Sunak: “May the political courage shown by the Prime
Minister and those involved be carried into the next stages.”

NewCUF
executive

RobWickham visits ‘Places of
Welcome’ at St Gabriel’s Church

LordBoateng

BishopMartin Seeley



An appeal for respect for
differences came at the Time
for Reflection which heralds
the beginning of business in the
Scottish Parliament, delivered
by the Rev Mike Gargrave
of Thornliebank church in
Glasgow.

His intervention follows
criticism of Kate Forbes one of
the candidates for the leadership
of the SNP whose socially
conservative faithhas comeunder
scrutiny.

Mr Gargrave told MSPs that
“the criticism received by MSPs,
who are there to serve, can be
“appalling”.”

He said, “Perhaps we could do
with remembering that there is
always more that unites us then
divides us. While we may have
different opinions of political
parties, football teams, religion
and questions relating to
other issues, we are all people
sharing our community together.”

He added, “Regardless of
how we react to the changing
values of our times, we can still
respect and accept one another.
Through accepting and
respecting the difference of
others, we learn and grow and
consequently become better
people.

Leadership candidate Kate
Forbes, a member of the Free
Presbyterian Church, known as
the ‘Wee Frees’ has been heavily
criticised for having an anti-gay
marriage stance.

She said: “Mypositionon these
matters is I will defend to the hilt
everybody’s right in a pluralistic
and tolerant society to live and to
love free of harassment and fear.

“And in the same way I hope
that others can be afforded
the rights of people of faith to
practice fairly mainstream
teaching. And that is the nuance
that we need to capture on equal
marriage.”

Church leader appeals for respect
after attacks on SNP’s Kate
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Global South
Primates reject
Canterbury

Ten global south Anglican
Primates declared after last
month’s Anglican Consultative
Council Meeting in Ghana, that
they no longer recognised the
ArchbishopofCanterburyasfirst
among equals in the Anglican
Communion.

Their rejection of the role is a
blow to the Archbishop of
Canterbury who in his
presidential address to the ACC
headed off threats of schism by
suggesting that the role of
Archbishop of Canterbury should
be examined for a post-colonial
situation but he said that this
could only be done with the
agreementofthefourinstruments
of unity and not by ‘blackmail’ or
‘coercion’ from outside forces.

The statement issued by
Global South Fellowship, chaired
by Archbishop Justin Badi, said
that as a result of backing
proposals to bless same sex
relationships the Church of
England General Synod had
“Departed from the historic faith
passed down from the Apostles”.
They said the Church of England
“has disqualified herself from
leading the Communion as the
historic ‘Mother’ Church.”

A statement from Lambeth
downplayed the differences as not
‘new’. The statement said: “It is a
fundamental principle of the
Anglican Communion that no
province can bind another
province.”

The Secretary General of the
Anglican Communion, Bishop
Anthony Poggo, said that the
Church of England had not
changed the doctrine ofmarriage.

The Faith and Order Body of
the Anglican Communion is now
looking at plans for ‘visible
differentiation’ in the worldwide
churches to avoid a complete
breakdown of relationships.

A school chaplain has lost an
unfair dismissal case after hewas
dismissed for telling students
that they didn’t have to accept
LGBT “ideas”.

BernardRandall delivered two
sermons titled ‘Competing
Ideologies’ in chapel services and
was reported to the extremism
watchdog, Prevent, as a result.
His claim of unfair dismissal
was quashed but he has said he
will appeal.

“Wesawandheardnoevidence
that came anywhere close to
supporting the claimant’s view
that E&C would indoctrinate
pupils in such away,” said the case
judge who rejected Mr Randall’s
claim that Educate and Celebrate
(E&C) a programme adopted by
the school with a remit of

“providing LGBT+ inclusion
training for all schools” was
“Marxist and atheist”, as he
claimed.

Mr Randall said that the
judgement was a personal blow,
“but more importantly, it is a
blow for all those who believe in
freedom of speech, in freedom of
religion, and in an educational
system which opens the minds of
young people rather than
narrowing them or imposing an
ideology that many or most in
our society find troubling.

“It is a foundational principle
of a truly democratic society that
the free exchange of ideas is good
for everyone,” he said.

A Trent College spokesperson
said they welcomed the
judgement.

School chaplain loses tribunal
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BernardRandall

The Church of England
Evangelical Council is calling on
Anglican evangelicals to register
their ‘dismay’ with bishops over
the bishops’ proposed ‘Prayers
of Love and Faith’ and to “take
appropriate actions in your
context in response to this
development”.

The leading conservative
parish, St Helen’s Bishopsgate
released a video on 26 February
restating its ‘broken partnership’
with the C of EHouse of Bishops,
butVicarWilliamTaylor said that
the parish was further
differentiating themselves from
the Bishops and aligning
themselves with global south
Anglican bodies.

In a video,WilliamTaylor said:
“The bishops of the Church of

England have walked away from
the true church of God.” He also
said that they had “trampled
imperialistically in white western
boots over the biblical convictions
of the vast majority of Anglicans
worldwide.” But he said it was not
too late for the House of Bishops
to withdraw their proposals.

The Church of England
Evangelical Council has advanced
plans for ‘visible differentiation’ in
the C of E if the bishops pursue
their proposals. John Dunnett,
CEEC director of Strategy,
released a briefing document in
which he called for various forms
of differentiation ranging from
alternative oversight or ‘flying
bishops’ to a new province. He
said that the problem with
alternative oversight was that
“parishes will still have to choose
to opt into orthodoxy and the
actual making of this decision
may cause significant damage
and split with evangelical
churches.”

The most secure future, he
argued, laywith a “rearrangement
of episcopal oversight, dioceses

and provinces. As such this would
be an enormous exercise.
However, it would thereby
provide the level of security that is
needed for orthodoxy to flourish
permanently within the church of
England. And if this was done
through the provision of a new
province in which change could
be pursued (a so-called ‘third
province for liberals’) then the
vast majority of the Anglican
Communion would be able to
remain in fellowship with
Canterbury.”

He said other models could
include allowing the two existing
provinces – Canterbury and York
– hold varying positions around
sexual ethicswith clergy/churches
choosing which province to
belong to.

Evangelicals protest bishops’ ‘imperialistic’ proposals

JohnDunnett

Archbishop Justin Badi

Kate Forbes
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Church leaders have been
arrested, interrogated, and
tortured by Russian military
forces in occupied areas of
Ukraine, according to human
rights sources.

Church buildings have been
confiscated and Christians have
been singled out for harsher
treatment at Russian military
checkpoints, according toRelease
International, a persecuted
church charity.

Human Rights watchdog,
Forum 18, reported that Russian
forces broke into a Baptist
worship meeting in occupied
Berdyanks in Zaporizhzhia.
After checking the identity of
worshippers they sealed the
church. The next day they seized
another Baptist Church. They
have also seized a priest of the
Orothodox Church of Ukraine in
occupied Kherson.

Release International said that
a Pastor and his wife, Ivan and
Viktoria (not their real names to
protect identity) stayed behind
when their town in the Kharkiv
region was occupied. Russian
forces arrested Pastor Ivan,
tortured him and accused him of
being a US spy.

Pastor Ivan described how he
was beaten twice for attempting
to talk about God with his
captors. He was so badly injured
that the Russians sent him to
hospital according to his account.
Release International CEO Paul
Robinson said, “Pastor Ivan is
again leading a congregation of
more than 300 people, many of
whom are new to church. God
is using him and others like
him to share the gospel and to
help people in practical ways
in the liberated areas of eastern
Ukraine.”

CanonMaggie Swinson succeeds
former Archbishop of Hong
Kong,PaulKwong,aschairof the
Anglican Consultative Council
after anunopposed election.

Mrs Swinson, a lay canon
of Liverpool Cathedral, has
been vice chair since 2016. The
new vice-chair of the ACC, Dr
Hosam Naoum, Archbishop
of Jerusalem, was also elected
unopposed.

Maggie Swinson said that
that the ‘key’ challenges ahead
lay in “taking forward the
mission of the Communion to
serve the kingdom; developing
a governance structure which
better reflects the instruments
whilst maintaining the key voices
of laity and non episcopal clergy”.

C of E lay canon
elected as ACC chairChurch leaders singled

out for torture in
occupiedUkraine

AC
C

Canon
Maggie
Swinson.
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Six Christians released in Libya

Christiansmust register inMyanmar

Egypt’s foreign ministry has reported that six Egyptian Christians
who were kidnapped and then illegally detained earlier last month in
Western Libya have been released. Themen, from the same extended
family, were abducted after travelling to Libya in search of work. It is
not known whether a ransom has been paid. Photo shows the men
after their release.

Christians in Chin State,
Myanmir must register their
names with the authorities before
attending church in seven of
the nine townships, according
to an announcement on
13 February. Barnabas Aid,

a relief charity working with
poor and persecuted Christians,
said that it was not known
whether believers will face
punishment for attending church
without giving their names in
advance.
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Wearenowdeep inLent andwill
haveasenseofhowitisprompting
us to re-orientate and reset our
patterns of discipleship. Perhaps
we have been reminded that key
to following Jesus is
acknowledging thatwe can’t do it
all by ourselves.

Nomatter howmuch effort we
put in, if it all depends on us, we
are simply setting ourselves up for
failure. Lent is a time for making
more effort, but also a time for
rediscovering grace, the key to
living for Christ in such a way
that we don’t feel perpetual
failures.

I have been reading Finding
the language of grace
(Bloomsbury, 2022) by

Christopher Jamieson, who
heads up the English Benedictine
congregation and who is a writer
and broadcaster. He has a gift for
communicating faith inways that
are accessible and in tune with
the culture around us.

That is just as well for grace is
not easy to define. Maybe you
learned that GRACE stands for
God’sRichesAtChrist’s Expense,
a great acronym, but what does
thatmeantosomeonewhoknows
nothing about the cross or who
Jesus is, or anything else about
Christianity from the inside?
Jamieson, who is himself a
linguist, sees language as a
pathway to grace. He wants to
revitalise the language of

transcendence for our present
times. The ultimate transcendent
reality experienced by Christians
is grace, the action of God in the
world.

Grace, of course, is not shut up
inside churches, only to be
experienced by Christians. It is
everywhere because God, by his
Spirit, is atwork in theworld. The
problem is that while Christians
still have the languagewithwhich
to speak of grace, it has got lost in
the world at large.

Through speaking, listening,
reading and writing, it is possible
to rediscover the language of
grace and the book goes on to
show how this happens using
stories and texts, some Christian,

some not, so that people can find
ways to express experiences of
grace and perhaps go on to find
the giver of grace. Grace is a
goodness that nourishes the
human soul.

God communicates with us
through moments of grace freely
bestowed. Itmaybe the soundof a
blackbird singing, a kindness
shown unexpectedly, or perhaps
something that transforms the
darkness of a bitter experience
and gives a glimpse of hope.

Grace, says the author, is not a
thing, we cannot possess it or
define it precisely. We know it
when it comes to us, however,
whether or not we have the words
to express it. How wonderful to

be able to speak of grace when it
comes.

Having the words may help us
noticegracemoreoften.Jamieson
suggests the practice of gratitude
as a way of increasing awareness
of our experiences of grace. This
has become almost secularised as
a practice, but it is deeply
Christian.

‘We give thanks to thee Lord,
for…….’ And here we name the
gift, the grace that has touched
us. Start by simply giving thanks
for being alive. Then name the
good things in our lives: people,
memories, future possibilities,
and so on. Take time to do this. A
great Lenten disciple that will
bring joy and thankful hearts.

Deep in Lent: howmaywe experienceGrace?
BY THE REV DR LIZ HOARE
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Christianity emerged and
developed in the context of the
Roman Empire, facing fierce
persecution from its earliest
years.Jesushimselfwasexecuted
brutally by the Roman
authorities, although he himself
never spoke or acted in a directly
political way against the Roman
Imperium.

The Roman cult of emperor
worship hit Christians badly, as
they refused to acknowledge the
emperors as divine even as a
formality, and were brutally
punished for refusing to go along
with this idolatry. In February
313 AD Constantine and
Galerius, emperors of Eastern
and Western halves of the
Empire, signed the Edict of
Milan, granting toleration of
religion and peace to the Church
for theirworship andpractice.No
longer were the Christians a
persecuted sect, but an accepted
faith in the Empire. That was a
decisive change in the relations of
Church and State, and the basis
of Medieval Christendom – for
good and ill. The Church became
‘established’ in theWest and East
and Christianity modified

peoples and nations and was
modified by them over the
centuries.

Kate Forbes, the MSP and a
contender to succeed Nicola
Sturgeon as leader of the SNP, is
currently illustrating the
difficulties of Church-State
relations and tensions. She is a
‘WeeFree’, acommittedChristian
and member of the Free Church,
a conservative Scottish
Presbyterian Church.

Kate Forbes’ refusal to bow the
knee to the SNP trans-sexual
agenda which required the
acceptance of a ‘trans woman’ as
a woman, resonates with the
early Christian refusal to accept
emperor worship, or to ‘bow the
knee to Baal’ in Old Testament
language. She also disagrees with
gay marriage and says she would
have voted against it in the
Scottish Parliament, but accepts
its democratic implementation.

As Fraser Nelson forensically
points out in his comment on the
attack launched on Forbes, she
has been very polite in explaining
her views and in respecting
democratic decisions with she
may disagree. Nelson cites

President JF Kennedy and his
speech denying that his Roman
Catholicism would influence
policy, it was a matter of his
personal faith. Since that speech,
the West has generally accepted
that a politician should not be
discriminated against by her
religion or lack of one.

The discrimination shown to
Kate Forbes however has rudely
‘woken’ us up to a growing
intolerance to Christianity and
the Protestant expressions of the
faith. We have a proud and
observantHindu PM, we have an
observantMuslimMayorLondon
wielding deep power over
millions, but it looking likely that
Christians need not apply. The
reason for this gross injustice is
Article 7 of the Equality Act,
giving legal protection to
minorities and protected
characteristics – but our judges
and lawyers have extended this
provision into an attack dog
chasing those without such
protected characteristics.

It is depressing that secularist
politicians arenot put to the same
kind of inquisition as Forbes, why
after all should secularists have a
presumption of being fair and
equitable in their judgements? In
another caseDr BernardRandall
has lost his case for constructive
dismissal having been sacked
from his job as Chaplain at Trent
College, an Anglican foundation,

for explaining in a chapel sermon
that the LGBT ideology is not
infallible, should be debated and
contradicts centuries of Anglican
doctrine and practice. His school
referred him to the Prevent
authorities as apossible terrorism
risk. Dr Randall has been
fighting for his principles, which
are officially those of the Church
of Englandwhich nowpersecutes
him for upholding its own
teaching on marriage, and he
faces months of grinding appeals
and costs.

The deep freeze is deepening
on faithful Christians in public
positions, with the Department
of Education, and indeed it seems
judges, being uncritically
controlled by the politics of
identity.

Paradoxically this issue of

ethics anddiscrimination isbeing
cited by President Putin in his
attack on theWest, he accuses the
Church of England of betraying
Christian ethics in its recent
General Vote on blessing gay
relationships.Itwillbeinteresting
to see how this plays in the next
round of Anglican – Orthodox
theologicaldialogue.TheRussian
Orthodox have long had a very
close relationship with the state
and the Patriarch of Moscow is
supporting Putin’s war attacking
Ukraine, for example. The irony
is that the UK is removing the
freedom of Christians to teach
their own children morality,
while in Russia the freedom to be
gay is suppressed. In both cases
government ideologies are being
aggressively imposed and any
debate crushed.

The chill factor descending onChristian politicians

It is depressing that secularist
politicians arenot put to the same
kindof inquisition asForbes



By Su McClellan

It’s a beautiful balmy evening.
The sun has gone down but it’s
still warm. There’s laughter, and
the sounds of young men playing
basketball and young women
playing football float on the air.
Younger children squeal in
delight as they whizz down the
slide or go higher and higher on
the swings. This could be any
outdoor play area in the
Mediterranean. Only it’s not.
This play area is in Gaza City and
it’s part of theGazaYMCA.

There are clues to this
playground’s location. The young
people are not dressed in the
latest fancy sports gear. The flood
lights over the sports pitches are
powered by solar panels on the
roof. There’s a sign by the
AstroTurf football pitch
acknowledging the generous
support of overseas donors.
There’s a gap in the street where
a building once stood, until it
was destroyed last year in a
missile blast.

Gaza is not an easy place to
visit. Permission must be sought
from both Israel and the Hamas
government within Gaza, with
forms to fill in that ask for your
grandparent’s names, your level
of education and your ‘position in
society’. The physical process of
crossing into the Strip takes time
and there’s seemingly endless
bureaucracy to go through.
Passports are scrutinized, more
questions are asked and the
experience of sitting in a transit
hall minus your passport is
unnerving.

It has been five years since my
last visit toGaza and Iwas keen to
discover what, if anything, had
changed. The first thing I noticed
was the number of Palestinian
men crossing over into Israel. On
my last visit the border was eerily
silent with only and handful
internationals making the
crossing. This time the car park
on the Israeli side was bustling
with activity as taxi drivers
hustled for the business of the
workers who’d made the passage
into Israel. I later discovered that
3000 people a day were, at the
time of my visit, allowed to cross
into Israel for work. I was,
however, acutely aware that this
situation can change at a

moment’s notice.
The drive from the border

crossing to the centre ofGazaCity
is not easy to describe. Aspiration
and deprivation sit side by side.
Cars share the roads with donkey
pulled carts. Palm trees grow
between dilapidated buildings
and street sellers try to scratch a
meagre living by selling coffee
and tissues to people who are as
poor as they are.

One thing that had not
changed was access to power. On
a good day the population gets 4
hours of electricity. Those that
can afford it have installed solar
panels, those that can’t go
without. At night it’s strange to
stare at apartment blocks where
so few of thewindows are lit. 78%
of pipedwater is undrinkable and
whilst a new sewage treatment
plant opened last year, much of
Gaza’s untreated sewage goes
straight into the sea.

The population of Gaza is now
2.17 million in a piece of land the
same size as the Isle of Wight.
62% of people require food
assistance. Unemployment is
running at 47% with that figure
rising to 62.5% in the under 29s.
Child malnutrition is rife, not
helped by the prevalence of
worms and parents feel the
desperation of not being able to
feed their children properly.

Living and working in the
midst of this blockaded territory
are 1050 Christians. They are an
extraordinary community who
between them run the Al Ahli
General Hospital, the YMCA,
vocational workshops for both
young men and women, mobile
health clinics and several schools.
Embrace the Middle East
currently supports work at Al
Ahli, the YMCA, Caritas and the

Near East Council of Churches.
These projects make a tangible
positive difference to the lives of
thousands of people, and it is
testament to the Christian
community’s tenacity that they
keep going in such challenging
circumstances.

The reasons for the blockade
have been well rehearsed
elsewhere, but what is often left
unsaid is its impact on the
ordinary civilian population.
These are people like you andme.
They want to live in peace, raise
their families and die of old age

peacefully in their beds. The
Christian population of Gaza are
as imprisoned as those they serve
and yet they strive to show the
love and compassion of Jesus to
all in need. They understand their
role as one of reconcilers and
peacemakers and yet without the
love and material support of the
Church outside Gaza they have
nothing to offer but their love,
compassion, and skill.

As the world’s attention has
understandably moved to focus
on Ukraine, the Christians in
Gaza are seeing a marked
reduction in donations from
international partners. This has
meant that they have had to
reduce the services they offer.
Watching medical staff having to
turn people away brokemy heart,
but there’s been no choice but to
reduce some services because
there isn’t enough money to keep
them going. That said, thanks to
the continuing generosity of
supporters from around the
world, the Al Ahli hospital has
been able to continue running its
breast clinics and its osteoporosis
prevention programme. These

schemes keep people healthier for
longer and save lives.

Prevention is better than cure
and so the sports pitches and the
youth programmes run by the
Gaza YMCA help to keep
vulnerable families healthy.
Giving through Christian
charities to support work like this
means that girls can now play
football in Gaza. This contributes
to their wellbeing, keeps them fit
and gives them a break from the
unrelentingchallengesofgrowing
up in Gaza.

Theone thing that is consistent
in Gaza is that Christian
community refuse to be victims.
They strive to love God and
neighbour and they are shining
examples of the compassion of
Christ. They are our sisters and
brothers, living in the land that is
the cradle of our faith. We with
them are part of the household of
God (Ephesians 2:19). They need
us to stand with them.

The Rev Su McClellan
is Senior Church Engagement

Manager, Embrace The
Middle East
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HowChristians are showing their love in Gaza
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Theone thing that is consistent inGaza is that
Christian community refuse to be victims.
They strive to loveGodandneighbour and they are
shining examples of the compassionofChrist

A youngGazan receives a check-
up at Caritas’MobileMedical

Clinic, November 2022.
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By Peter Vardy

Children ask the best questions.
Schools and parents do not
educate children into asking
questions: They educate them
into thinking within tramlines.
By the time theyget toadulthood,
the questions children ask are
often dismissed as foolish, but
they are nevertheless profound.
We all tend to be educated into
cultural and other frameworks.
Being willing to challenge these
frameworks is the path towisdom
–althoughmanyparents consider
that this is to be discouraged as
their own assumptions then have
to be challenged. Most profound
questions do not have simple
answers.

Christianity is declining in the
United Kingdom– the age profile
of those attendingmost Churches
is increasing and fewer and fewer
youngpeople showany interest in
religion. The numbers taking
Religious Studies at GCSE and at
A Level are declining. This is not
because young people have no
interest in religious issues – it is
because they find religious faith
incredible and hard to accept.
They cease to believe first in the
tooth fairy, then in Father
Christmas and then in God.

In the past, religious faith was
inculcated by a triad of home,
school and Church - each
mutually reinforcing the other.
Today few parents go to Church
and there is little or no interest in
religion in most homes. Even in
religious primary schools the
teachers are often poorly trained.

At Key Stage One they may well
familiarise children with some
Bible stories but that is where it
ends. My wife, Charlotte, and I
have two daughters - Petra and
Thora. They are presently 13 and
10 but since they were both very
young they have raised many
questions. I have kept a record of
the questions. I, as a philosopher
and theologian and former Vice-
Principal of Heythrop College,
then specialist philosophy and
theology College of the University
of London, have attempted to
answer each.

Some of the questionswere the
result of the girls being taught at
home during Covid lockdown.
The questions included exploring
something of the nature of
different dimensions through
watching films like ‘Flatland’ and
exploration of a little of the nature
of quantum reality and the
singularity. Petra and Thora
examined the basic nature of
DNA and the ethical challenges
our increased knowledge
represents. They also watched the
news regularly and discussed
matters that arose. The girls were
and are compassionate and
concerned about those who had
to choose between feeding their
children or heating their home as
well as the plight of refugees and
the homeless, whilst others were
concerned with new cars and
fashion labels. They constantly
came back to questions about the
point of existence and what it
meant to be human. They
recognised the reality of
relationship breakdowns and

suffering and all these gave rise to
more questions. What has
become clear in preparing this
book and communicating with
contributors and others is that
many other children have
remarkably similar questions.

Some of the questions were
challenging. A paraphrase of a
few examplesmight be helpful:

How can the Bible be true
since Dinosaurs existed long
before human beings?

What is love? So many
relationships fail so what does it
mean? When Jesus was on the
cross he asked God to forgive
thosewhowere crucifyingHimas
they did not knowwhat theywere
doing. How, then, can God send
anyone tohell asmost peoplewho
do wrong do not know what they
are doing?

How can it make sense for
Jesus to tell people not to worry
and be anxious when so many
people in this country cannot
afford food or heating or when in
other countries they are in the
middle of wars or epidemics?

If God is a god of love how can
so many people end up in hell?
Would you punish your children
like this if they did wrong?

Shouldwe genetically engineer
any future children so as to make
them healthier and happier? Is
Elon Musk’s attempt through
‘Neuralink’ to integrate future
human beings with Artificial
intelligence the future of
humanity?

Why do we spend so much
money on rockets and seeking to
go to space when it damages the

environment? And why do so
many Christians not care about
the environment and drive big
cars?

How can so many people
regard themselves as Christians
when they are comparatively
wealthy and yet seem to care very
little for those who are in need
around them?

Unless young people get
mature, sensible and intelligent
answers to questions such as
these, children will simply stop
asking questions and, implicitly
or explicitly, give up any interest
in religion. The same applies to
many adults as rarely do sermons
deal with difficult issues that
some many find uncomfortable.
More andmoreChurches seem to
be primarily concerned with
money and finance and this is
understandable given the need to
keep old buildings and Church
institutions going. There is,
however, a danger of the message
of the Christian gospel being
diluted. The girls, on their own
initiative, raised £1850 for the
Salvation Army as they were so
concernedwith the plight of those
whohadnothing atChristmas yet
when the appeal goes out for
donations to food banks the
donations often total a few tins of
baked beans, some biscuits and
tea. Of course, some are more
generous but there is a challenge
here for all of us which many
young people recognise and
identify with.

Christianity has the most
incredible intellectual richness.
At its best it brings together some

of the finest philosophy and
theology. It has the intellectual
resources to deal with immense
and complex issues such as the
problem of evil and innocent
suffering, the nature ofGod, ideas
of life after death and many
contemporary ethical issues. The
status of the Bible as ‘the word of
God’ is also complex and needs
debate in the light of
contemporary scholarship. Most
Churches, however, do not help
young people engage with such
problems. Instead, young people
and adults are treated as if deep
questions are irrelevant and
unimportant. In an increasingly
secular age dominated by
materialism, consumerism,
relativism and nihilism
Christianity seems irrelevant. It is
not - but people need to be shown
why this is the case and this
means being willing to tackle
deep questions.

Sometimes there are no easy
answers, but that does not render
significant questions any the less
important. Children are
concerned with all the issues that
religion raises – but their
questions need to be taken
seriously.

Dr Peter Vardy was awarded
an honorary doctorate in 2021

for services to religious
education and runs, with his
wife Charlotte, the largest

conferences for GCSE and A
level students of Religious

Studies in England. For further
details of his latest book go to
thephilosphersdaughters.com

Why are we ignoring the questions of children?

Small signs of a recovery of C of E worshippers
By Peter Brierley

The Church of England (C of E)
conducts a surveyof all its 15,000
churches every year, and, while
not all reply, the latest study for
2021 has three-quarters, 76 per
cent, replying which gives a very
trustworthy picture. Several
questions ask about a church’s
“Worshipping Community,”
(WorComm) which was
introducedasanewtopicin2012.

The WorComm of a church is
defined as anyone who attends
that church regularly, for example
at least once a month, or would
do so if not prevented by illness,
infirmity or temporary absence.

It includes fellowship groups
and other activities that have a
distinct act of worship or prayer,
and those who come to midweek

services, are part of a regular
“fresh expression” of church,
live in care or residential homes
and would consider themselves
tobe fullmembersof their church,
give regularly to the church or
lead worship such as the clergy.

Details of numbers are
requested in October each year,
and numbers joining (and why),
numbers leaving (and why), and
age are also asked, thus creating
a very helpful picture of church
life. The WorComm is not
the same as total attendance,
but is larger as not everyone is
necessarily able to attend each
week.

So in 2019, for instance, before
Covid restrictions interfered with
the numbers, the C of E
WorComm numbered 1,112,900
people (two per cent of the

population), while the Average
Sunday Attendance that year
was 707,000 (64 per cent) and
mid-week attendance a further
147,200 people (13 per cent),
that is, just over three-quarters of
theWorComm.

Size of Community
Worshipping Community
numbers of themselves have
been reducing slightly but have
not been greatly affected by Covid
restrictions as the first graph
indicates which also shows
Average Sunday Attendance
(Usual Sunday Attendance was
not requested in either 2020 or
2021).

Whynumbers are changing
This graph emphasises the
importance of the Worshipping

Community while the other
questions indicatereasons for the
trend. Between 2018 and 2019
the WorComm contracted by
11,000 people. At the same time
the report indicated 93,000
people joining, so one would
expect 104,000 to have left. (The
official report, however, only
mentions 65,000 leaving!).

That’s an eight per cent
increase in numbers against a 9%
decrease. The Church of England
may be declining but it is not
doing so quickly, and not all the
movement is in one direction.

Of those joining, two-fifths, 40
per cent, were coming to church
for the first time, and almost half
of these, 46 per cent, were
children. A third, 32per cent, had
moved into the area, 15 per cent
more moved from another

church, and the remaining 13 per
cent were returning to church,
though after how long was not
requested. Detailed research in
the 1990s found the average to be
10 years.

Of those leaving, and ignoring
those for whom no reason was
given, two-fifths, 39 per cent, had
died, a third, 31 per cent, had
moved away, 14 per cent had left
for another local church, and 16
per cent had given up church
altogether for the time being.

Those joining brought 29,000
children with them, while those
leaving took 13,000 children
away, suggesting the joiners were
younger than the leavers, and that
wanting to integrate their
children with the church was a
prime reason for joining their
local church, perhaps influenced



The more I prayed, the more I
was drawn into a sense agony in
God’s heart, the whisper of the
Spirit signalling: “We miss you,
please comehome”.

Manyothershavehada similar
vision, for example, JeanDarnell’s
vision of the British Isles in 1967
where she saw the British Isles
covered in fog then pinpricks of
light, growing into rivers of fire
which flowed over into the
Continent to bring life “to the
empty cradles of Europe – her
churches – holding a new
generation of Christian leaders”.

In every age and culture, there
areparticular imagesof thegospel
which resonate. Home is a very
important concept in our culture.
Ikea will sell us a happier life at
home, Rightmove will sell you
your “forever home”.

Scripture tells us that God is
not like who we think he is. One
of Jesus’s most memorable
parables, the Prodigal Son, he
paints God as the father whose
heart is breaking for his long-lost
son.Themomenthe spots himon
the horizon, he runs out to meet
him, no questions asked.

I write this as in Lancashire,
the headlines are unbearable for
Nicola Bulley. It’s beyond heart-
breaking for a loved one to go
missing. I would suggest that the
love of God for his missing sons
and daughters is so strong that it
is forcing its way into our
advertising, our films and our
culture.

Who can beat Tolkein’s Lord of
the Rings trilogy for an
imaginative narrative of the

Christian story? For example, I
love it that the real heroes are the
little people – the hobbits. Unlike
the power-hungry race of men,
the hobbits like nothing better
than to stay by the fire at home,
smoking their pipes. But it’s this
quiet humility that means they
are trusted with an adventure of
epic proportions that helps break
the power of evil inMiddle Earth.

I served all my parish ministry
in deprived urban areas of
Liverpool Diocese. My experience
is that kingdom of heaven has
never been closer in these
seemingly ‘forgotten’ places dear
tomy heart.

In short, until I moved to live
on a North Liverpool council
estate, aged 30, I’d never met
people who had survived with
such deep cavities of pain and
disappointment in their lives.
And yet these cavities became the
very channels for the grace ofGod
and for Jesus to draw near. It was
as if with surgical precision, Jesus
patiently navigated deep-root
dentistry to remove rotten roots&

heal abscesses. Then these gaping
holes allowed so much more
room for His love, faith and hope
fromHeaven. They were fluent in
repentance, that gateway to His
kingdom (see Chapter 4); it came
naturally - they were so conscious
of their brokenness.

I found myself like the self-
righteous Pharisee affronted by
Jesus’s behaviour. Telling him
under my breath that he was
totally out of order (“Does he
know what sort of woman she
is?”). Then confronted by Jesus
again and again: “Look at that
woman…Those who are forgiven

much, love much” (Luke 7.36-
50).

He introduced me to brothers
and sisters whose very egos had
been crushed and crucified. Over
again. When mine had been
lauded and applauded. Over
again. I noticed how much more
trusting, loving and open to God
they were than me. I didn’t need
to trust and love; I could manage
with my glorious CV, thank you
verymuch.

I began to realise why Jesus
spent his time with the “outcasts”
– the sex-workers and tax-
collectors – who were entering
the kingdomahead ofme. I heard
the Gospel according to Jeff, ex-
drug addict fromWidnes, king of
the one-liners: “Jesus delivered
what drugs never could”.

I love it that as Christians we
become part of a family – God’s
worldwide family. We also
become part of family which
stretches back through time. For
me the saints and especially the
mystics, are like giants of faith
who spurme on in faith.

CS Lewis once said: “Every age
has itsownoutlook. It is especially

good at seeing certain truths and
specially liable to make certain
mistakes. We all therefore, need
the books that will correct the
characteristic mistakes of our
own period. And that means the
old books”.

I find it interesting that in the
West we can have a tendency to
airbrush away suffering as an
insult to the power of ourmedical
and scientific advances. But
suffering is a fact of life, and it’s
woven deeply into the Christian
call.

I am especially grateful to
Teresa of Avila and Gertrude of
Helfta who have helped me
understand what it means to
share the sufferings of Christ. We
don’t usually think of suffering in
those terms today. But Scripture
is full of this challenging call to
follow Jesus to the Cross.

Bishop Jill Duff has released
a book, Lighting the Beacons,

SPCK, which can be used in
mid-week groups, book groups
in homes or pubs, starting the

beginning of March and ending
with Pentecost.
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How suffering brings our faith home
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bywanting their child/children to
be eligible for a place at the local C
of E Primary School, such usually
having a high reputation.

The age analysis shows that
the proportion of those 70 and
over has been slowly but steadily
increasing since 2012, and that
the numbers involved under the
age of 18 are getting slightly
smaller. The graph also shows

that the post-Covid attendance is
recovering and in 2021 was at 72
per cent of the 2019 pre-Covid
attendance. It is likely that the
2022 attendance will be better
still, showing that the live-
streaming component could be
reducing, though it is not likely to
contract to zero.

peter@brierleyres.com

P e don e to h p Syrian famili who liv
have b n dev t by e r qua .

www. brac e.o / gency-app l
or ca 01494 897 950

Giving through Embrace means your funds get
directly to those who need it most. Please help.

Our Christian partners are saving lives on the
ground in Northern Syria but they need your help.

EARTHQUAKEEARTHQUAKE
APPEAL

Our Christian partners are saving lives on the 
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By Andrew Ollerton

I wonder if there’s a city on your
bucket list? Some place you’ve
always wanted to visit? Forme, it
was always Rome… then finally I
got to visit the ‘eternal city’ last
year. It didnot disappoint.

In the first century, Rome was
definitely the city of choice. With
more than a million residents by
AD100 it dwarfed all other urban
centres.Infact,nootherEuropean
city reached the equivalent
population until London in the
eighteenth century. The emperor,
along with wealthy senators, lived
in palatial luxury on the famous
seven hills overlooking the city,
with heated swimming pools.
From AD 80 onwards, the
spectacular Colosseum, a fifty-
thousand-seat stadiumfor theatre
and blood sports, dominated the
skyline. Conquest and victory,
power and glory were in the air.
As historian Tom Holland put it,
“The Roman Empire put a
premium on vanity”.

So, everyone longed to visit
Rome. To admire the architecture
and pay homage to the gods and
celebrities. Everyone, that is,
except the Apostle Paul. While
most people dreamt of visiting
Rome as tourists, Paul planned to
go as an evangelist: “I am eager to
preach the gospel to you also who
are in Rome… I am not ashamed
of the gospel, for it is the power of
God for salvation to everyonewho
believes.” (Romans 1:15–16 ESV)

The fact that Paul felt the need
tosay ‘Iamnotashamed’ indicates
a certain amount of internal
conflict. Perhaps he knew what it
was to feel intimidated by a
culture that seemed to have it all.
What could a message about a
crucified Jewhave to offerRoman
citizens with hot tubs, slaves and
theatre tickets?

How confident are you that
your city, colleagues,
neighbourhood and friends need
Jesus? Being honest, I struggle to
see it sometimes. Unless a crisis
flares up, my non- Christian
friends seem pretty satisfied so
long as their kids are safe, they
holiday somewhere warm and
their team isn’t relegated.
Immersed in a culture with
Premier League football, Netflix
and Nando’s, it’s easier to live as
cultural tourists. Perhaps, you’ve
felt awkward when Christianity
comes up in conversation? How
confident are you in the gospel?

As I’ve immersed myself in
Paul’s argument in Romans, I’ve
become a bit bolder. Recently, I
went to thepubwith friends Iplay
football with. When they asked
me what I do for a living, instead
of side-stepping, I replied, “I help
people understand the Bible.”

Awkward silence. Then one of
them said he’d done Religious
Studies A’ Level and remembered
the Gospels.

“There’s four of them, right?”
“That’s right,” I replied, “and

that is enough to convinceme.”
“What do youmean?”
“Well, in the ancient world,

writing on parchments was
expensive. Even a great Roman
emperor would only deserve a
couple of short biographies.”

“So?”
“For a Jewish carpenter,

brutally crucified at a young age,
to get four detailed biographies…
something nuclear must have
happened!”

Thoughtful silence. The
conversation continues . . .

As I’ve spent time researching
and writing a book on Romans
my confidence to share my faith
has grown. I am not as ashamed.
Let me share a couple of reasons
why:

Thegospel is a rooted story

ThroughoutRomans,Paulquotes
from and alludes to the Old
Testament in numerous ways. I
find this deeply reassuring. The
gospel is not an abstract idea or a
new philosophy. It is a story
deeply rooted in history –
“promised beforehand through…
the Holy Scriptures” (1:2) and
now “revealed and made known”
(16:26). The plotline traces back
to Abraham (c.1800 BC). God
called him into a covenant
relationship in order that his
descendants (Israel)might restore
blessing to all creation. Where
Israel failed, the Messiah (“a
descendant of David” 1:3) has
succeeded. Rather like Russian
dolls, the “message . . . about
Jesus” (16:25) is therefore nestled
inside amuch larger story.

Why does this increase my
confidence? For the same reason
being roped to aboulder reassures
me when climbing a big
mountain. The tug of the rope
around my waist reassures me. I
am connected to something solid
and immovable. So, it is with the
gospel.We are united to Christ by
faith. Our fragile, vulnerable
storiesareconnectedtosomething
historic and certain. The gospel is
underwritten by the faithfulness
of God, who will not break his
promises even if that means
giving up his own Son. If this
“God is for us, who can be against
us?” (Rom. 8:31–2). Can you feel
the tug of the rope? As we face
life’s challenges,we are rooted and
established in a story that goes all
the way back to creation and all
the way forwards to a new
creation.

Beverly Goventra wrote: “The
vastness of what God has
accomplished is far larger than
the word ‘salvation’ usually

suggests… Paul’s understand
[of] the gospel encompasses the
cosmos, thewhole of creation – all
the way out and all the way down
in human life.”

Thegospel is a
relevant story

In Romans, Paul introduces “the
gospel of God” (1:1). Don’t miss
the scale of what he had in mind.
The gospel is not just a private
insurance policy for when I die.
While it includes forgiveness of
sins, a right standing before God,
the gospel is also good news on a
social and cosmic scale. Jesus was
crucified to reconcile enemies and
to break the curses over this old
creation. His resurrection was a
decisive victory for the entire
planet. As Romans 8 says, the
natural world is ‘groaning’ in
anticipation of the glory that’s to
come. Meanwhile, the Spirit is
gathering a new humanity from
every nation to inhabit this future
glory.

So, the message of Jesus is not
private belief but public truth. It
shouldnotbeconfinedtoreligious
studies lessons or sermons. In
ancient Rome and in our modern
culture, the gospel confronts the
‘big boys’ who want to control the
world and fix all the problems. In
Paul’s day, this meant Caesar and
the Empire. In our day it might
include expansionist states, Big
Tech and political ideologies.

The gospel announces that
Jesus is Lord of the world, not
Caesar or Google. The gospel is
therefore more relevant to every
sphere of life than we’ve dared to
imagine. Think about the topics
covered inRomans alone: human
sexuality (Rom. 1), the natural
environment (Rom 8), revenge
culture (Rom. 12), civil
authorities, taxes and finance

(Rom 13), race relations (Rom
14), global mission (Rom 15).
Nothing and no one is outside the
remit of the gospel.

Why might this increase our
confidence? Well, imagine
someone pulling on a piece of
rope only to discover it’s actually
an elephant’s tail (perhaps not on
a mountain this time). Suddenly,
the world’s most powerful
mammal is staring down at them.
We may imagine the gospel to be
a relatively small, isolated,
religious truth. But when you get
hold of it you suddenly sense the
‘power of God that brings
salvation’ (1:16). The gospel
announces the Lordship of Christ
over every sphere of life.

“The gospel is a spicy pepper
that outwardly seems to be cold…
but the person who crunches it
between the teeth experiences the
sensation of burning fire,”
according to Theodore, a fifth
century Syrian Bishop.

Paul wasn’t fazed by the power
and luxury of Rome. He knew
that human life will only flourish
under the Lordship of Christ. The
gospel is the only story rooted in
prophetic history and relevant to
every millimetre of society. In our
affluentandsophisticatedculture,
we have nothing to be ashamed
of. We are heralds of the one
message that will deliver on its
promises. No amount of
technology, science, education or
activism can fix what’s broken.
Only Jesus Christ can do that.

That’s why I’m not so shy
anymore. Instead, I plan to live it
out and to share it on. How about
you?

The Romans Course for small
groups with Bible Society is
based on Andrew Ollerton’s
book Romans: A letter that

makes sense of life (Hodder).

HowRomans challengedme to be bolder about my faith

CLERGY APPOINTMENTS

The Rev Dr Sandra Millar,
Interim Diocesan Director of
Mission andMinistry, has been
appointed Diocesan Director
of Mission and Ministry and
Residentiary Canon of
Gloucester Cathedral
(Gloucester).
The Rev Catherine Haydon,
Assistant Curate of Holy
Trinity, Poulton-le-Sands, with
St Laurence’s, Morecambe, has
been appointed Assistant
Curate (Associate Curate) of
Scotforth (Blackburn).
The Rev Alexander Summers,
Assistant Curate (Associate
Priest) of St Peter-in-the-
Forest,Walthamstow, has been
appointed Priest-in-Charge,
remaining Hon. Canon of

Chelmsford Cathedral
(Chelmsford).
The Rev Steven Medley,
Pioneer Minister of Urban
Hope, has been appointed
Assistant Curate of Exhall, of
Fillongley and Corley, and of
Ansley and Arley (Coventry).
The Rev Graham Adamson,
Assistant Curate of Camborne,
Tuckingmill and Penponds,
and of Crowan and Treslothan,
has been appointed Deanery
Missioner and also Assistant
Curate (Deanery Missioner) of
Redruth with Lanner and
Treleigh, of Illogan, and of the
Five Saints Benefice (Truro).
The Rev Heidi Huntley, Vicar
of Royston (St Albans), has
been appointed Rural Dean of

Kerrier (Truro).
TheRevAnneStevens,Vicar of
St Pancras with St James and
Christ Church, St Pancras
(London), has been appointed
Assistant Diocesan Director of
Formation (Southwark).
The Rev Darren Collins, Team
Rector in the Bishops Hatfield
Team Ministry, has been
appointed in addiotn Rural
Dean of Welwyn Hatfield (St
Albans).
TheRevMark Poole, Assistant
Curate of the Rural East York
Benefice, has been appointed
InterimPriest-in-Charge of the
BarmbyMoor Group (York).
The Rev Andrew Arnell, NS
Assistant Curate of Emmanuel
Church, West End,

Hampstead, has been
appointed NS Assistant Curate
of JohnKebleChurch,MillHill
(London).
TheRev SiobhanBridge, Vicar
of St Paul’s, Hamstead, has
been appointed in addition
Priest-in-Charge of St
Bernard’s, Hamstead
(Birmingham).
The Rev Benjamin Jarvis,
Assistant Curate of St Mary’s,
Monkseaton, and Chaplain of
King’s Priory, Tynemouth, has
been appointed Vicar of St
Bartholomew’s, Long Benton
(Newcastle).
TheRevTracy Swindells,Vicar
of Langho Billington, has been
appointed Vicar of Freckleton
andWarton (Blackburn).

TheRevSarahRichardson,NS
Assistant Curate of Barkway,
Barley, Reed and Buckland,
has been appointed Rector of
the Kingswood Benefice (St
Albans).
The Rev Rebekah Clark,
Assistant Curate (Associate
Vicar) of St Mary of Bethany,
Woking (Guildford), has been
appointed Rector of Elmdon,
and Vicar of Hobs Moat
(Birmingham).
The Rev Katherine Ward,
Assistant Curate of All Saints’,
and St Peter and St Paul,
Chingford, has been appointed
Assistant Curate (Associate
Priest) in the Holy Trinity
Team Ministry, East Ham
(Chelmsford).

The Rev Dr David Wilson,
formerly Chaplain of Radley
College (Oxford), has been
appointed Chaplain of
Chigwell School (Chelmsford).
The Rev Kathryn Alford,
Assistant Curate in the Bishops
Hatfield Team Ministry (St
Albans), has been appointed
Team Vicar of Birchwood and
Lemsford.
The Rev John Biddulph,
Assistant Curate of Bentley
Common,KelvedonHatch and
Navestock, and of
Doddinghurst (Chelmsford),
has been appointed Associate
Priest.
The Rev Anthony Smith,
Priest-in-Charge of Burghclere
withNewtownandEcchinswell

with Sydmonton (Winchester),
has been appointed Rector.
TheRevMariaJukes,Assistant
Curate in the Oadby Great
Glen Team Ministry
(Leicester), has been appointed
Vicar of Great Faringdon with
Little Coxwell (Oxford).
The Rev Benjamin Wells,
AssistantCurate of St Stephen’s
and St Wulstan’s, Selly Park
(Birmingham), has been
appointed Associate Vicar.
The Very Rev Lucinda Laird,
formerly Dean of the American
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity,
Paris (Episcopal Churches in
Europe), has been appointed
Chaplain of StGeorge’s, Venice,
with Christ Church, Trieste,
Italy (Europe).
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Will we feel the
mountain tremble?

The uncomfortable truth for
evangelicals when facing the
current ‘crisis’ over LLF is
disunity. Many regret that there
are so few leaders now– like John
Stott or perhapsMichael Green –
who can unite and gather the
divided tribes of evangelicals.

Nowadays, they are grouped
intonetworks–often surprisingly
successful in their various echo
chambers and leadership ismuch
more of a shared responsibility.
But seldom do the tribes – HTB,
New Wine, Church Society,
Proclamation Trust, Re:New,
CEEC meet together.

The emergence of these
networks I have always thought
posed more of a danger to the
institutional church than to the
integrity of evangelical
Anglicanism. Churches owed less
allegiance to the bishop and the
diocese and these networks of
loyalty were replacing traditional
ecclesial ties.

These networks could be a
strength for evangelical resistance
against the Church of England.
By coming together from such
disparate groups clergy and lay
leaders are demonstrating above
all to the bishops that they are
serious. There have now been a
number of meetings between
bishops and so-called ‘orthodox’
clergy.

The biggest took place in
London on 23 February and a
surprising show of unity was
demonstrated in opposition to
proposals brought to Synod by
the Bishop of London herself.

Richard Moy, National
Director of SOMA-UK,
commented on the London
meeting on his blog: “Last week
the Bishop of London brought
the streams together in one room.
From across the divides… over
180 clergy came to a meeting
billed by the bishop as for
those who were ‘compelled to
resist’ the revisionist proposals
from Synod.

They came to be counted and
dozens testified to their shared
and united Anglican evangelical
faith and their heritage and said
they were indeed ‘compelled to
resist’ the house of Bishops’
motion. (yournameislikehoney.
com)

In a brilliant commentary on
how the divides among the tribes
– especially conservative

evangelical and charismatic
evangelical came about, Richard
Moy, called upon them to work
together.

Heasked: “Whatcouldhappen
when ‘all the streams flow as one
river’ again? Perhapswe’ll feel the
mountains tremble.”

I have a feeling that we are
about to see the Church of
England shaken – at least a little.

Kate Forbes: can
Christian politicians
lead political parties?

Kathleen Stock, the philosopher
cancelled by the University of
East Sussex for her rejection of
identity politics (in the form of
trans-ideology) has added a
surprising voice of support for
Kate Forbes, the contender for
SNP leadership, currently being
attacked for her honesty over her
socially conservative views on
marriage.

Stock, a lesbian and feminist,
noted her admiration for Forbes’
bravery: “perhaps unaccustomed
to the sight of a principled act of
conscience from a Scottish
politician, our modern-day
Pharisees -- otherwise known as
newspaper columnists -- swung
into action to make sure it would
not happen again.

Stock analyses the reaction
and then comments: “Forbes’

words have been seized upon
because they help prop-up
adherence to a different sort of
modern dogma: the rainbow
religionpromulgated in the name
of the amorphous “LGBTQI+”
people.

Like Chrisitanity, this centres
on the figure of a sacred, innocent
outsider, beset on all sides by
hatred but turning the other
cheek, and freeing people from
their traditional ways of life by
lived example.”

The main charge against
Forbes, writes Stock, “is that she
is white, Cambridge-educated,
and Christian and for bonus
points a follower of an obscure
Calvinist denomination
historically associated with such
killjoy practices as tying up
children’s swings on a Sunday.

And she refuses to toe the
rainbow line. Even better, she’s a
woman – so much easier to
project intolerance and
unkindness upon her, relative to
the presumed baseline for her
sex.”

Kathleen Stock’s column can
be found at unherd.com.

Arewe seeing a new
soft-left totalitarian

religion?

Many readers will know that I
sendout aweekly newsletter. This

newsletter is a free gift to all
our readers and we plan to
increase its content and signpost
readers to more content on our
website to improve CEN’s service
to all our readers. Here’s a short
comment from the last week’s
email on the Kate Forbes
situation:

“This, of course, is a reminder
of the treatment that Tim Farron
received when he was leader of
the Liberal Democrats. Sharp
readers will also remember the
plight of David Campanale, an
award-winning BBC reporter
and former Tear Fund Director,
who faced deselection attempts
by some Lib Dem members last
year because of his evangelical
faith.

And in someways the warning
signs were around in 2004 when
Rocco Buttiglione, a committed
Italian Roman Catholic, was not
endorsed as Italy’s EU
Commissioner over his views on
homosexuality and the family.

“He later remarked: “The new
soft totalitarianism that is
advancing on the left wants to
have a state religion. It is
an atheist, nihilistic religion –
but it isareligionthat isobligatory
for all.””

Please drop me a line
editor@churchnewspaper.com if
you’d like to subscribe to the
newsletter. You can of course,
unsubscribe at any time if you
find it is not for you.

Revival in Asbury:
‘half God, half
nonsense’

In our last edition of the CEN we
included news on our front page
of a reported revival at Asbury
Kentucky, a Methodist College
that had seen a previous revival in
1970. The February 2023 ‘revival’
began on 8 February at a chapel
service after which students did
not leave but stayed continuing to
worship.

The chapel stayed open until
24 February when the University
made a decision to bring the
’revival’ to its end. By that time
the ‘event’ had been attended by
some 15,000 people and
according to US news sources
similar phenomena are being
observed at other university
campuses.

I make no comment on
whether this is truly ‘revival’ but I
hope that for all the young people
involved that experience of
prayerful, reflective adoration
and worship was a life-changing
experience that will indeed lead
to renewal of church life. Over the
years I’ve often remembered Tom
Smail’s comment on the
charismatic movement: “The
charismatic movement was half
God and half nonsense. Half God
is a lot.”

The same comment goes for
revivals.

WOULD YOU BUY A CHEAP PARACHUTE ?
When you are looking to buy a used car, you have a lot
of options available. There are the dealerships, the offers
look great, but have you ever tried getting one without
the big ‘upsell’ and extra charges? There is the used car
lot with the portable cabin in the corner, this really does
remind you of Arthur Daley or Del Boy. Then there are car
supermarkets, pile them high and sell them cheap, only
cheap is not always a good idea, would you buy a cheap
parachute? Surely not, you would want the very best your
money would buy and your next car should be no different.

However, there is another option, a small Christian car
company, who only supply within church circles and have
done so for many years. Priory Automotive offer a friendly
service and importantly quality motor cars, with free home
delivery and always at the fairest price. Many readers have
purchased this way and rate them as a 5 Star service on
Trustpilot, so if you have never tried Priory before, it is really
worth checking them out. Mr & Mrs Reynolds did just that
and having bought a Ford Focus and wrote, “A satisfying
& trouble free experience, we will certainly recommend
you to others”. If you are interested in looking for another
car, just give them a quick call, no hassle, no pressure, just
honest advice tailored to your own needs.

Call:01142559696Visit:www.prioryautomotive.com
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SecondandThird
Sundays inLent
John3:1-17; 4:5-42

By Exegetes

In Zechariah 14:8, the prophet
proclaims the day on which shall
flow mayīm chayyīmmī-rūshālim
“living waters from Jerusalem” to
the east andwest.

The evocative depiction in
Ezekiel 47:1-12 further envisions
water flowing out from under the
threshold of the Temple in an
unrulywaist-deep torrent, turning
briny seas sweet, restoring verdant
fruit trees, and bringing
abundance of fish, for by these
waters yērāpe’ū vā-chāy “will be
healed and will live” everything
wherever it goes.

The medieval rabbinical
exegete, Shlōmō Yitzchāqī
(“Rashi”) expounds this passage,
and cites the Talmudic discussion

in tractate Menachot 98a on the
river li-terūfāh “for a cure” which
will emerge out from the Temple,
and which will open the “mouth
that is above” of the deaf and the
“mouth that isbelow”of thebarren
woman.

The lectionary reading from
Exodus 17:1-7 narrates the thirst
of the Israelites in the wilderness
of Sīn, their rīv “quarrel,
contention” with Moses and nāsōt
“testing, tempting” of God with
faithless complaining. Names in
theBible are always pregnantwith
meaning in their linguistic root
and form, so in 17:6, as surely as
Moses strikes the rock in Chōrēb
in Sinai, the Hebrew conveys the
“dryness, waste” of the place.

In 17:7, the location is named
with the grammatical nouns of
place, Massāh “place of trial,
tempting” of God and Merībāh
“place of quarrel, strife” with
Moses.

The lectionary passage from
Genesis 12:1-4a famously
expounds the covenant with
Abram, in 12:4 affirming that
through his offspring ve-nivrechū
“shall be blessed” all the families of
the earth, wherein Christians see a
foreshadowing of Israel’s
redeemer.

In this context, the dialogue in
John 3:1-17 between Nicodemus
and Christ represents the dryness
of Judean religious casuistry in
encounter with radical new
regeneration in water and spirit.

The Evangelist describes
Nicodemus in 3:1 as a Pharisee
and an archōn “ruler” of the Jews,
and the latter identifies Jesus as
didaskalos “teacher”. In3:3,Christ
cuts straight to his challenge to
religious praxis, namely that if
anyone be not gennēthē anōthen
“born fromabove”, he is not able to
see the Kingdom of God.

Here, eanmē “if not” introduces
a negated conditional clause in the
Greekwhere the condition has the
possibility of coming true. This
general propositional statement
about access to the Kingdom
which Jesus applies to tis
“someone, anyone, any man” is
exceptionally valuable teaching
directly out of Scripture.

The incomprehension by
Nicodemus in 3:4 as to the
mystery of spiritual rebirth is met

in 3:6 by Christ with the same
negative conditional clause in the
3rd class, this time substituting “to
see” with eiselthein “to enter” the
Kingdom. Some exegetes have
suggested that the copula kai
“and” which links water and spirit
is epexegetic or ascensive, namely
that the Christian is born of/from
spiritual washing.

In Bultmann’s view, in the
discourse in 3:6 of flesh against
spirit and in Jesus’ critique in 3:7
of the Pharisee’s incomprehension
as a teacher of Israel, Christ
chastises the religious
establishment of his day, its stale
institutionalism and emptiness of
insight into divinity, and these
remain potent messages for the
Church in our time.

In 3:14, Jesus alludes to the
Crucifixion as the Son of Man is
hupsōthēnai “to be lifted up,
exalted” after the pattern ofMoses
raising the serpent. Thereafter, in
3:15, hina “so that” introduces a
purpose clause, while the articular
participle pisteuōn “believing, one
who believes” together with pas
“everyone”maybeeither adjectival
or substantival, namely that all
who believe in truth in the Son of
Manshall find inhimzōēnaiōnion
“life eternal”.

The conversation culminates in
3:16, in revelation of the identity
of Jesus and his mission arising

from the love of God, and this
dearly-held verse presents in a
nutshell the entirety of the
Christian faith. John himself uses
the verb agapaō “to love” thirty-six
times inhisGospel. Againhere the
participle pisteuōn with pas may
indicate either “every, any” or
“everyone” who is believing,
depending on whether it is read
adjectivally or substantively

Finally, verse 3:17 expounds
how God authoritatively
apesteilen “sent” Jesus in mission
not to judge the world, but that it
might be sōthē “rescued, healed,
preserved” through him.

In the light of the foregoing, the
account of the faith of the
Samaritan woman at the well in
John 4:5-42 speaks for itself. This
narrative which is unique to John
has at its heart in 4:10 Christ’s
reference to hudōr zōn “living
water” and in 4:14, the water
which will well up as a spring into
life eternal.

Jesus the Jew evokes the vast
foregoing Hebrew scriptural
tradition that deeply informs the
imagery of his words, and yet he
stands here in paradoxical
encounter with an alien and a
woman, ostracised as least in her
society.

In this still life portrait is thus
captured the mission of Israel to
bless all nations through Christ.

LETTERS TO EDITOR

Should the churchbe ‘inclusve’? Revisiting long-
forgotten reports

Atwarwith ‘wokery’

DiscriminatingagainstChristianpoliticians

This is the
GOSPEL…

Jesus predicted that the world
would hate his followers for
following his teaching of love,
tolerance, patience, forbearance,
of living good holy lives offering
the world hope for forgiveness
and healing if people would only
turn their back on evil ways.

Fraser Nelson, writing in
the Daily Telegraph Friday
17 February, explains well how
theBritishpoliticalestablishment,
amongst others, has learnt
to discriminate against
individuals who today follow the
teachings of Christ faithfully.

The supposedly intelligent
liberal elite regularly show a lack

of understanding of the Christian
faith and how to apply equality in
society, preferring to display
hatred and bigotry towards
the faith that brings healing to
lives of individuals, families,
communities and society. Too
often politicians fail to recognise
that it has been the Christian
church which has brought about
benefits to this nation’s society
through many institutions to
which it has given leadership and
in various ways for generations.

Only recently anumber ofMPs
had the audacity to tell the
Archbishop of Canterbury to
change teachings of the Bible,

preferring their own worldly
attitudes, often persuaded
by minority pressure groups, and
the Crown Prosecution Service
prosecuted two individuals for
silently praying in a public place.

All politicians would be wise
to consider the words set in the
floor in Westminster. “Unless
the Lord build the house they
labour in vain that build it.”
The poor moral state of this
nation cries out for Christian
leaders to show a better way than
that put forward by our current
batch of politicians.

Jonathan Longstaff
E Sussex

Idon’t knowwhyevangelicals feel
the need to bolster arguments
from scripture by invoking the
word “woke” (Letters, 17
February). I usually stop reading
when I see the word. Why would
anyone not want to be “aware of
andactivelyattentivetoimportant
societal factsand issues (especially
issues of racial and social justice)”
(Merriam-Webster)? And what
could bemorewoke than “neither
Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor
free, nor is theremale and female,
for you are all one in Christ
Jesus”? There are real wars going
on.But, from lastweek’s speech, it
seems Putin does agree that the
General Synod’s decision on same
sex relationships means the
Church of England has become
far too liberal.

Rev Canon Steve Parish

HAVE YOUR SAY
Send your letters and views to
editor@churchnewspaper.com

I refer to your speculation on the
future role of the Archbishop of
Canterbury in relation to the
AnglicanCommunionin ‘Editor’s
Notebook.’ I seem to recall that
around 20 to 25 years ago the
Church appointed a commission
under the former Foreign
Secretary, Lord Douglas Hurd, to
examine this and other allied
questions. I believe the report
was put away in a drawer, kicked
into the long grass, or suffered
some such similar – or worse -
fate. Doubtless much murky
water has flown under the bridge
since then but perhaps somebody
might think it worth digging out
LordHurd’s report and giving it a
fresh look?

JohnDearing, Reading

The Spiritual Director concludes her otherwise
helpful article on the need for community with the
words, “Whether it is race or class or any other
barrier that leadsus toavoidpeoplewhoarenot like
us, the followers of Christ are called to show a
differentway.”

This creates the impression that the Church
should be inclusive - that it should be some sort of
public service adapting itself to meet demand. The
Church should recall itself to the sobering truth that

it has only one distinctive thing to offer the world,
and that is what Jesus came to offer the world: New
Life.

The rest is packagingor available elsewhere. Jesus
discriminated against a people group that is found
among all people groups, but one that should not be
found among believers. He said, “I have come to call
not the righteous but sinners to repentance.”
Luk.5:32,Mat 9:13,Mk 2:17.

John Athanasiou, Basingstoke



Colonialism - AMoral
Reckoning
Nigel Biggar

WilliamCollins, £25.

ProfessorBiggar’s study is timely.
No one will come to it without
somepre-formedopinionderived
from either ideology or
experience.Thebook is toberead
carefullyandisarichresource for
anyone studying the topic from
anyperspective.

Biggar makes the reason for
his work clear: “So many have..
rushed to judgement and
condemn (British) colonialism as
a whole for its racist, exploitative,
violent ‘logic’ , talking of
‘colonialism’ and ‘slavery’ in the
same breath. Those.. who dissent
from this judgement are bound to
come up with a better, more
complicated, more discriminate
one”.

It is not primarily a history,
though very well resourced with
historical examples and 132pages
of footnotes. It discusses the
ethical categories by which the
history of the British Empire
might be viewed. His themes are
Motives, Slavery, Equality, Land,
Cultural assimilation, Free trade,
Government and Force. What is
meant by the ethical values
applied to each one, and what in
the field of public policy is
practical ethical behaviour in
these areas? The book is as much
a case-study of worked examples
of moral reasoning as anything
else.

He details the accusations
against “the British Empire; ..
motivated predominantly by
greed and the sheer lust to
dominate; .. equivalent to slavery;
.. essentially racist; ..based on the
theft of land; ..guilty of genocide;
…fundamentally about economic
exploitation; and that colonial
government served British rather
than native interests and, being
undemocratic, was illegitimate…

and …its violence was essentially
racist and terroristic”.

Some of the more virulent
accusations appear to root their
interpretations in a Marxist view
of history, and some in a view of
personal autonomy that objects
to submission to any authority.

But, if the empire initially
presided over the slave trade and
slavery, “it renounced both in the
name of basic human equality
and led endeavours to suppress
them for 150 years. it moderated
the disruptive impact of Western
modernity on very unmodern
societies; promoted a worldwide
free market that gave native
producers and entrepreneurs new
economic opportunities; created
regional peace by imposing an
overarching imperial authority on
multiple warring peoples; ..
involved representatives of native
peoples in the lower levels of
government; sought to relieve
the plight of the rural poor and
protect them against rapacious
landlords; provided a civil service
and judiciary that was generally
and extraordinarily incorrupt;
developed public infrastructure
… made foreign investment
attractive by reducing risks
through establishing political
stability and the rule of law;
disseminatedmodernagricultural
methods and medicine; stood
against German aggression…
helping to save the Western and
non-Western world for
democracy.”

In writing this review I
consulted with a colleague from

India, Canon Vinay Samuel
points out that there were
national leaders who looked for
the positive impact of British
Rule. Justice Ranade (1846-
1904), a Brahmin, was Justice of
theBombayHighCourt inBritish
India much before any
independence was in the air. He
inspired early Indian freedom
fighters likeGokhale andGandhi.
He was a pioneer historian,
economist and social reformer.
His concern was to reform
Hinduism. He said the British
empire was God’s gift to India to
reform Hinduism. He was
influenced by Christianity but
remained a strong but very self-
critical Hindu. He had a very
thoughtful assessment of the
British Rule and yet is considered
as a pioneer freedom fighter for
Indian independence.

So it could not have been as
venal and brutal as some people
make out today.

Biggar concludes that “from
theearlydecadesofthenineteenth
century its natural, innocent
concerns to promote trade and
maintain strategic advantage
were increasingly supplemented
and tempered by Christian
humanitarianism, a commitment
to public service and a liberal
vision of political life”. He
continues: “Yes, the British
Empire contained evils and
injustices, some..very grave and
culpable - but so does the history
of any long standing state. It was
not essentially racist, exploitative
or wantonly violent. It showed

itself capable of correcting its sins
and errors, and learning from
them….it became increasingly
motivated by Christian
humanitarianism and intent
uponpreparing colonizedpeoples
for liberal self-government...If
colonial history gives….cause for
lament and shame, it also gives..
cause for admiration and pride.”

He criticizes the actions of
some missionaries who sought to
eradicate cultural practices that
were not necessarily immoral.
Many colonial administrators
protected such cultural
differences, and he argues that
cultural advance in education,

technology and governance is not
necessarily wrongly judged to be
morally superior.

Professor Biggar reviews the
sixmost infamous cases of British
military violence. As an advocate
of the just war theory he finds
them wanting by the criteria of
proportionality.

He concludes that the
movement for reparations should
focus on addressing present
injustices rather than trying to
untangle historic injustices; for
where in the reparations
movement are calls for
reparations from African chiefs
who sold other Africans to slave
traders or from the descendants
of Arab slave traders who sold
slaves to the Europeans on the
coast, or from the Romans for
their invasion of Britain?

Vinay Samuel acknowledges
that in the current academic
dispute Professor Biggar feels
called to assess the evidence fairly
but suggests that he ends up
being an apologist for empire. In
every historical era something
positivecanbe found.TheRoman
occupation of Britain left roads
that were good for hundreds of
years. Professor Biggar is no
longer representing a perspective
that might be expected from a

distinguished Christian ethicist.
A deeper set of questions should
be asked: to what extent did the
Christian faith which had
prevailed in Britain for 1500
years, and in its Protestant form
for more than 400 years, impact
Britain’s approach to empire?

The fundamental issue is not
colonialism as such, Samuel
argues, but ‘empire-making’.
Empires have been the way
powerful nations have exerted
and expressed their power from
Babylon, through the Persians,
the Greeks, the Normans and the
Vikings. What did the European
nations, Catholic and Protestant
makeof havingEmpires, ofwhich
Britain had the largest of all?

Did these Christian empire-
makers behave in any way
differently from the Muslim
empires which were also
concerned with one law from one
God for all humanity, and
protected their citizens, albeit as a
second class? Did the Christian
faith do anything to shape the
conquest seeking and resource-
extracting nature of themakers of
the British empire? Was the
suppression of slavery an ethical
impulse or did it have strong
commercial motives to prevent
competitors undercutting the
cost of labour? Was the British
Empire ‘empire’ as usual?

What ethical line runs through
the British practice of empire that
might distinguish it from others
in history? Was it the imposition
of lawandorder, thedevelopment
of education and gradual
democratization, the accountable
civil service? Is there a Christian
moral basis for apology for any
aspect of the British Empire from
a ‘Christian’ nation which its
makers should have been aware
of? And what can be learnt from
the behaviour of the British
Empire as we experience its
successors in the United States
Empire, Russia’s attempt to
regain its Empire and the
emergingChineseEmpire? More
valuable work remains to be done
in this field.

Colonialism - A Moral
Reckoning by Nigel Biggar

(William Collins, £25). Canon
Chris Sugden was a presbyter
in the Church of South India

from 1978
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An ethical judgement on colonialism

What ethical line
runs through the
British practice of
empire thatmight
distinguish it from
others inhistory?

Cover of a seamen’s hospital booklet, c. early 1900s,
displaying the crests of British colonies.
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Religion forBreakfast (Youtube)
Let’s TalkReligion (podcast –
on yourpodcast provider)

I recognise the importance of
learning about other religions.
Sometimes it’s learningthebasics
(such asfindingoutwhatDaoism
is about for evangelising a Daoist
in my church’s mum’s and tot’s
group). Other times, it requires a
much deeper study (such as
learning about the religious-
philosophical context in which
theNicaeanCreed emerged).

Myproblem is that I don’t have
the time to read about them!
YouTube Channels and podcasts
are therefore a brilliant means of
learning about them. In this
respect, I have found theYouTube
Channel Religion for Breakfast
and the podcast Let’s Talk
Religion immensely helpful.

Religion for Breakfast, hosted
by religious scholar Andrew
Henry, tends to be a light
introduction to both religions
and curious topics of a religious
nature. For example, he has done
a series of videos introducing
Buddhism. ‘What is Buddhism?’,
‘Whowas theBuddha?’, ‘Buddhist
Meditation Explained’, ‘Pure
Land Buddhism’, ‘Buddhism
Has a Lot of Hells’ are some of
the titles. These usually last
between 10-20 minutes, and are
a scholarly though very accessible
introduction to this vast religion.
Onother occasions, he introduces
a relatively obscure religious
grouping or festival. I found his
videos on ‘Who Are the
Samaritans?’, ‘Who are the
Druze?’ and ‘Santa Muerte:
The Folk Saint of Death’
fascinating.

Nevertheless, what makes this
channel far more than an idiot’s
guide to other religions are the
unique questions about which I
am always curious to learn.
Henry’s video, ‘The Camel and
Needle:DidScholarsMistranslate
Jesus’s Famous Saying?’ was a
brilliant exploration of the origins
of Jesus’s meaning, looking at
rabbinical hyperbole and the
similarity of the word ‘camel’ to
‘rope’ in Aramaic. Did you know
that it was a common rabbinical
phrase to talk about elephants
going through an eye of a needle?
I certainly didn’t. What is more,
this video debunks one idea
which I had thought ‘modern
scholars’ had discovered: the idea

that the ‘eye of the needle’ was a
small gateway inJerusalemwhich
requires the luggage on a camel to
be removed in order to get
through. Turns out, hardly being
‘new scholarship’, this had been
written by Anselm of Canterbury,
based on a pilgrim’s account –
and that there is no evidence for a
‘eye of the needle’ gateway before
AD1000. Examples of other
interesting videos are ‘The
Reason Why They Gave Jesus a
Beard’, ‘The Rise of Atheist
Churches?’ and ‘666: What Does
it REALLY Mean?’ I even used
thevideo, ‘TheOriginofChristian
Saints’ in a conversation with a
Cathedral regarding the
introduction of a relic.

If Religion for Breakfast gives
a quick introduction to religions
and religious themes, the podcast
Let’s Talk Religion goes in at the
deep end. Hosted by Filip Holm,
though a few of the videos tend to
be smaller introductions, others
are nothing less than full-blown
lectures. For example, the latest
two videos are near hour-long
discussions of Neoplatonism:
‘What is Neoplatonism?’ and
‘Neoplatonism in Islamic
Thought’.

Though I’m still working
through the latter, I found the
former eye-opening in how it
explored the philosophical and
religious background through
which the Nicene Creed would
have emerged. Listening to the
system of Plotinus has caused me
to return to Augustine’s On the
Trinity with new eyes, especially
in how he used the former (and
other Neoplatonists) to combat
the Arian heresy. For the first
time, I have been able to
understand the main
philosophical schools of
Hinduism through his ‘Shankara
and Advaita Vedanta’, ‘Ramanuja
and Vishishtadvaita Vedanta’ and
‘Madva and Dvaita Vedanta’,
realising how particular forms of
Hinduism are closer to
Christianity (Dvaita) than others
(Advaita), and therefore offer a
better meeting ground for
evangelism.

Holm has a preference for
discussing Islamic mysticism,
hence his discussions of such
thinkers as Suhrawardi,
Shadhiliyya and Ibn Taymiyya.
And if you don’t knowwho any of
these figures are – neither did I
until I listened to the podcast.
Now I feel I have quite a grasp.

Not all the podcasts on Let’s
Talk Religion are full-blown
lectures. Some of them are much
shorter. I found his ‘Religion in
Pre-Islamic Arabia’ a fascinating
22-minute exploration of the
context in which Islam emerged;
‘What is Gnosticism?’, ‘Who were
the Ebionites?’ and ‘What is the
Gospel of Thomas?’ were great
introductions to particular
Christian heresies.

Neither Henry nor Holm are
Christians as far as I can tell. This
means that there are occasions
when I would disagree with some
of their phrasings. Nevertheless,
both channels are recommended;
they are listenable but scholarly
gateways into worlds of thought I
would never have picked up a
bookon. In an increasinglymulti-
religious culture, such guides are
increasingly necessary.

Joshua Penduck

‘After Impressionism: Inventing
Modern Art’, major National
Gallery exhibition from 25
March to 13 August, showcases
the art revolution of 1880 to
1914, when Cezanne, van Gogh
and Gauguin were the dominant
innovative influences on
European artists. Over 100
paintings, from their works to
Klimt, Kandinsky, Matisse,
Mondrian and Picasso, clearly
reveal the origins of
Expressionism, Cubism and
Abstraction.

Paula Rego’s Crivelli’s Garden,
a contemporary perspective on
the famous 15th-century
altarpiece, shows the Biblical
themes resonating in her work
(20 July - 29 October), while
Dutch painter Franz Hals (1585-
1666), renowned for his bravura
portraiture and sense of
immediacy, is celebrated by a
major exhibition (30 September
2023 - 21 January 2024).
Pesellino of Florence (1422 –
1457), neglected Renaissance
master, features in a recall display
(7 December 2023 - 10 March
2024),whileSt. Francis ofAssisi’s
continuing relevance as
champion of the poor and lover
of nature, is presented afresh
through artworks (6 May - 10
July).

The arts and culture of Spain
are accorded a landmark
showcase at the Royal Academy
in ‘Spain and the Hispanic
World’, featuring treasures from
the Hispanic Society Museum
and Library in New York (until
10 April 2023). Offering a broad
historicaloverviewfromantiquity
to early 20th century, 150-plus
works range across paintings,
sculptures and ceramics to
textiles, jewelleryand illuminated
manuscripts, with Goya’s
Duchess of Alba and Velazquez’
Port Girl, among outstanding
paintings.

Tate Britain’s most significant
exhibition this year presents the
‘romance and radicalism’ of the
Rossettis - Dante Gabriel,
Christina and Elizabeth -

Going beyond an idiot’s guide to faith
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Francisco
deGoya
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Black clergy in ‘survivalmode’ as report finds church is ‘unsafe’

The next CENwill be published on 11 Nov
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“It just feels like a
monstrouswave coming
at us andwe know it is
going to hit.We can do
our best to prepare for it
but it’s very very difficult.”

See Page 4

“Canterbury has a place
in our historywhich
needs to be preserved,

rather than undermined”
See Page 5
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The church is not a safe place for
minority ethnic clergy to be
themselves and to build genuine
relationships, according to a new
report.

The report, commissioned by
the Church of England’s Ministry
Development Team, and the
result of a research project on the
wellbeing of Global Majority
Heritage (GMH) clergy in the
Church of England assesses the
state of wellbeing for clergy from
different ethnic groups.

Thereportstatesthatwellbeing
issues were negatively impacting
onGMHclergy “to the extent that
theirparticipation in this research
was delayed or made impossible”.
The report explains that “one
participant postponed their

interviewafter experiencing racial
abuse in their parish, and another
did not take part because they did
not feel well enough within
themselves to talk about these
matters”.

The report concludes that “it is
likely that GMH clergy are being
missed across the board, in the
broader research conducted by
the Church of England, as a
disproportionate number of them
are simply in survival mode”.

“This means that they do not
have the time or emotional
bandwidth available to take part
in research projects and studies,
even those when they recognise
the importance of the research for
addressing the very situations
that are negatively impacting

their lives and ministries,” the
report adds.

According to the most recent
data in 2020 there are around
20,000 ordained clergy in the
Church of England and 4.1 per
cent identify as GMH. Over 25
per cent of those surveyed did not
declare their ethnic background.
In 2020 when there were 570
ordinations, 8.9 per cent of those
who stated their ethnicity,
identified as GMHwhich equates
to around 37 people.

The report explains that the
problems associated with GMH
clergy wellbeing often begin to
emerge during theological
training, and can peak at
particular times in their journey,
for example during curacy.

It also says that the process of
selecting a new post presents
additional challenges for GMH
clergy who can face (or fear
facing) racismanddiscrimination
in some contexts. It adds that
“cultural expectations regarding
priestly ministry can add
additional labour to GMH clergy,
many of whom are made to feel
that theymustconformtoEnglish
middle-class cultural norms in
order to serve as priests.”

The report highlights how
GMH clergy “find themselves
being constantly rejected when
applying for roles they are
qualified for,” and “recognise
anecdotally how often they are
encouraged into
unpaid roles in the

A vision for the UK where
no child is hungry, is badly
needed said the Bishop of
Oxford in a plea to the new
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak to
make things better for the
poorest. Speaking in the House
of Lords, Bishop Stephen Croft
said that notwithstanding the
government’s pedge to help the
poorest, the situation is “getting
worse not better”.

He added, “That has been the
trend for many years”, repeating
the call for benefits to be
increased in line with inflation,
for “the proper, generous
funding of schools”, and for “co-
ordinated support for charities
to help the poorest.”

Bishop Croft called on the
Government to “aim not simply
for economic growth but for
greater, deeper equality and
fairness as a measure of society’s
well-being.”

Seeking assurance from the
Government, Bishop Croft
pointed out that “themost equal
societies are also the more
content” adding that “those
most in need want and need to
know that the Government have

abandoned trickle-down
economics and are applying
a spirit level of fairness to the
economic plans of the nation.”

“We need to keep alive a
vision for the United Kingdom
where no child is hungry; where
the safety nets are robust; where
child poverty is reducing; and
where food banks are in decline.
The well-being of the nation is
now very fragile,” he declared.

Addressing a message to
newly appointed Prime
Minister, Rishi Sunak, Bishop
Croft, said: “Please don’tmake it
worse. Do all you can to make it
better. Don’t allow the costs of
the economic downturn to be
borne by children and the
poorest”.

Archbishop Justin Welby
posted on Twitter: “At a time
of great difficulty and
uncertainty for this country,
please join me in praying for
Rishi Sunak as he takes on the
responsibilities of leadership.
May he, and all leaders of
all parties, work across divides
to bring unity and offer stability
for those who need it most.”

Bishop calls on PMRishi to address poverty
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King Charles III was proclaimed
as ‘Defender of the Faith’ at last
Saturday’s Accession Council in
which the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York played a
central role in the platform party
and signed the proclamation
which was then issued for use
aroundall parts of theUK.

Some 200 Privy Councillors
were selected to witness the
proclamation including the
Bishops of London, Dame Sarah
Mullaly; two former Archbishops
of Canterbury, Lord Carey and
Lord Williams; the former
Archbishop of York, Lord Hope
and the formerBishopofLondon,
Lord Chartres.

The Archbishop of Canterbury
also led mourning for the Queen
after her death, expressing deep

gratitude for her late Majesty’s
extraordinary dedication.

He declared: “Through times
of war and hardship, through
seasons of upheaval and change,
and through moments of joy and
celebration, we have been
sustained by Her Late Majesty’s
faith in what and who we are
called to be.’

The Archbishop described
how the Late Queen spoke
“powerfully” during the
pandemic, reminding people of
‘the light that no darkness can
overcome.’As shehaddonebefore,
she reminded us of a deep truth
about ourselves – we are a people
of hopewho care for one another.”

He said, “As a faithfulChristian
disciple, and also Supreme
Governor of the Church of

England, she lived out her faith
every day of her life. Her trust in
God and profound love for God
was foundational in how she led
her life – hour by hour, day by
day.”

“In the lateQueen’s life, we saw
what itmeans to receive the gift of
life we have been given by God
and – through patient, humble,
selfless service – share it as a gift
to others,” he added.

“Her late Majesty found great
joy and fulfilment in the service of
her people and her God, “whose
service is perfect freedom” (BCP).
For giving her whole life to us,
and allowing her life of service to
be an instrument of God’s peace
among us, we owe her a debt of
gratitude beyondmeasure.”

He also recalled the Queen’s

“clarity of thinking, capacity for
careful listening, inquiring mind,
humour, remarkable memory
and extraordinary kindness.”

TheArchbishoppaid tribute to
themarriage of theQueenandhis
late Royal Highness, Prince
Philip. “Theirs was an
inspirationalexampleofChristian
marriage – rooted in friendship,
nourished by shared faith, and
turned outwards in service to
others.”

Local books of condolence are
being opened in cathedrals and
churches until Her LateMajesty’s
funeral, for people to sign in
person. There is also a
Buckingham Palace national
book of condolence.

Parish churches, cathedrals
and chapels across the country

have been open for prayer and
reflection.Morethan200services
of reflection and commemoration
for the Queen in local
communities will and have been
taking place.

The Archbishop of Canterbury
said: “The Church gives a place,
and literally a physical space, in
ourextraordinaryparishchurches
and cathedrals around the land,
inwhich people can find that they
can express their sorrow and find
hope and abundant life.”
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THE QUEEN: MAY SHE REST IN PEACE AND
RISE IN GLORY. LONG LIVE THE KING.
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Tributes toQueenElizabeth II at Abbey carols
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Tributes were paid to Queen
Elizabeth II during the second
annual Royal Carols, Together at
ChristmasserviceatWestminster
Abbey on 15December.

The service was hosted by the
Princess ofWales and attendedby
the King and Queen Consort, the
Prince of Wales and other

members of the family.
During the service, The Prince

of Wales read an extract from
Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas
Message 2012: “At Christmas I
am always struck by how the
spirit of togetherness lies also at
the heart of the Christmas story.
A young mother and a dutiful

fatherwith their babywere joined
by poor shepherds and visitors
from afar. They came with their
gifts to worship the Christ child.
From that day on he has inspired
people to commit themselves to
the best interests of others.”

The Princess of Wales
dedicated a tree in Dean’s Yard at

Westminster Abbey to mark
the memory of Her Late
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. The
tree is a wild cherry tree from the
estate of theDuchyofCornwall. It
replaces a horse chestnut tree that
was rotten and suffered with
Summer Sudden Limb Drop
earlier this year.

Global South propose sidelining
Archbishop of Canterbury ‘office’

Happy Christmas to all our readers, contributors & advertisers
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The office of Archbishop of
Canterbury could be side-lined in
2023 as Global South primates
proposed plans to create
alternative arrangements to stem
“the tide of revisionism”.

The Global South Fellowship
of Anglican Churches (GSFA)
released separate statements
during last summer’s Lambeth
Conference. The Archbishop of
South Sudan, Justin Badi stated
in aChristmasMessage ‘Standing
for Truth’ that the GSFA were
standing as a “holy remnant” in
the Communion and now had
plans to “reform and re-vitalise”
the structures of the communion

to set it free from “the immense
and subtle pressure to
accommodate the surrounding
culture”.

Commenting on the Lambeth
Conference Conference,
Archbishop Badi said the
grouping within the Anglican
Communion had by-and-large
refrained from receiving the
sacrament at two joint services in
Canterbury Cathedral. He said
that the group would continue to
invite Primates and bishops to
affirm Lambeth Resolution 1.10
– a traditionalist declaration
which ruled out ordinations for
practising homosexuals and

blessings of gay relationships.
He said that Justin Welby had

indicated that he does not think
the ‘office’ of Archbishop of
Canterbury included the role of
exercising discipline among the
provinces. Archbishop Badi said
this ecclesial deficit made it
imperative for GSFA Primates to
bring forward proposals for
mutual accountability and inter-
dependence of Provinces together
with a mechanism for church
discipline. He said both were
“needed for Anglicans to remain
as one Communion of churches”.
He also said that such a role of
guarding ‘faith and order’ “should

be assigned to the Primates’
Meeting or a suitably-formed
new organ of the Communion.”

In2023theChurchofEngland
will move to ‘next steps’ in its
Living in Love and Faith process
which has seen it examine
sexuality and marriage. The
Bishop of Oxford Stephen Croft,
is leading a campaign for the
acceptance of same-sex marriage
in the Church of England with
the support of a small number of
other bishops. The College of
Bishops will announce proposals
in January for discussion by
General Synod in February.
>>SeePage4.

Avoid using ‘Christian-centric’
language is the advice from the
University of Brighton creating
controversy in the run-up to
Christmas.

The University’s inclusive
language guidance report
suggests using the term ‘Winter
closure period’ rather than
‘Christmas’. The report suggests
that an ‘inclusive learning
environment’ is cultivated by
droping terms such as ‘Christian
name’ for ‘first name’.

Students are also advised
against using termswith indicate
a countries majority religion,
such as “AMuslim country” or “A
Christian country,” as well as
“homogenising” language such
as ‘The Sikh Community.”

The report also refers to
‘belief ’ as “a state of the mind.”

It also advises against using
the term “Developing countries,”
asking people about their
heritage and using gender binary
language. A spokesman, said:
“This guidance was produced
with our staff and students and
ispartofoursharedcommitment
to making Brighton a place
where everyone feels respected
and valued. The guidance is
exactly that – guidance.”

He added: “Words are not
‘’banned’’ at Brighton, and
neither is Christmas – as is clear
from the decorations and
Christmas trees in our buildings
and across our campuses.” The
University says terms such as
chairman or chairwoman should
be replaced by Chairperson or
Chair, while ‘manning’ should be
replaced by ‘working’.
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’Winter closure’
advice to replace
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HOLIDAY LETSADVERTISE RECRUITMENT

stressing their revolutionary
attitudes to life, death and art,
and their impact on Victorian
society. 150 works across
paintings,drawings,photography
and other media, with their
poetry interwoven with the
artworks, present their
‘progressive counterculture’
which rejected Royal Academy
traditionalism for a distinctively
British avant-garde in subject
matter and use of colour. This
landmark show runs from6April
to 24 September 2023

Autumn sees Tate Britain
showcase the art of Sarah Lucas,
whose sculpture, installation and
photography focus themes of
class and gender, and how people
give meaning to different objects
(28 September 2023 to 14
January 2024).Women inRevolt
on art and feminism from 1970-
1990, ranges over women’s
liberation from Greenham
Common and Peace Movement
to ethnic minority women’s
issues, and the cumulative effect

of all these on British culture (8
November 2023 - 7 April 2024).

Donatello: Sculpting the
Renaissance, at Victoria and
Albert Museum to 11 June 2023,
first major UK exhibition to
present this Renaissance master,
reveals his exceptional impact on
the art and culture of 15th-
century Italy, and his mastery of
sculpture in marble, bronze,
wood and both media.
Masterpieces loaned from Italy
andUSA, including bronzes from
the High Altar of the Basilica of
St. Anthony in Padua, enable a
comprehensive assessment of his
genius and achievement. The
V&Aexhibition (to 11 June 2023)
features over fifty artworks never
seen before in UK.

Brian Cooper

Correction: In our review ‘Art in
2023’ of thenewexhibitionat the
Tate Modern we said that it was
calledKlimt andMondrianwhen
in fact it is Hima af Klint and
Mondrian.

Donatello to Goya and Cezanne

C L A S S I F I E D S

Will you support us in sending this
paper to prison chaplains?

Each week we send copies of this newspaper to Prison
Chaplains, who greatly appreciate having suitable literature
to hand out, because prisoners have to spend somuch time
in their cells. We have always been glad to do this, but the
postage costs have escalated over the years, and we need
help to continue and hopefully expand this service. For

example, it now costs £1.83 to post six copies.We would be
most grateful for donations towards the cost of

distribution, whichmay be sent to:

The Editor, The Church of England Newspaper,
14 Great College Street, London SW1P 3RX

(Cheques payable to Political & Religious Intelligence Ltd).

Reach out to over
8000 regular readers
To advertise in future issues contact
the CEN advertising team at
ads@churchnewspaper.com

APPEAL

Friday 3March, 2023

Formore information, applicationand full role descriptionplease contact:
ParishOffice on (01676) 529123 (weekdaymornings, answerphoneout of hours)
or email: office@berkswellchurch.org.uk
Visits to the churchand tomeet the teamarewarmlywelcomed.
Pleasenote thatallappointmentsaresubject toacceptablepre-appointmentchecks,
including a satisfactory Enhanced DBS Check and proof of eligibility to work in the
UK. Thepostcarriesanoccupational requirement, in linewith theEqualityAct2010,
that the successful candidate is aChristian.

ChildrenandFamilies
MinistryWorker
The Parish Church of St. John Baptist, Berkswell
Are you passionate aboutmaking a difference
in the lives of children and families?

St John Baptist serves the village of Berkswell and part of neighbouring Balsall
Common, sitting between Coventry and Solihull, on the outskirts of Birmingham. A
well-regardedandpopularCEprimary school is next to the church.
We are a welcoming church of all ages with many young families. There is a strong
team of volunteers leading some children’s activities during themain Sunday service.
After the challenges of lockdown, the church seeks to build on this foundation and
extend thisministry.
We are looking to recruit someone to lead onChildren and Familiesministry working
alongside the Rector, a licenced reader and an able team of volunteers. The role
wouldsuit someonewhohasasenseofcallingtowardsgrowingthisministry,andwho
relishes theopportunitiesof renewal,workingcollaborativelyaswellas independently.
St John Baptist, Berkswell is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare
of children, young people and vulnerable adults. All post holders and volunteers are
expected to share this commitment.

Themain responsibilitieswill be:
•Co-ordinate and supervise Sundaymorning sessions, nurturingand facilitating
the growthof faith • Events andactivities • PlanningandResourcing
•Volunteer Recruitment •Administration • Building relationships –within and
outside the church, particularly the local church school

Salary:Negotiable,within the rangeof£21,500to£26,000,pro-rata.Pensionable
Hours: Negotiable, around 20 hours per week including some time on Sundays.
Initially a fixed-term contract with a view to becoming a permanent position.
Start Date: Before the end of June Interviews:During April
Closing Date: Friday, 31stMarch 2023

64 Adelaide Street
Blackpool FY1 4LA
Reception: 01253 291963
Reservations: 01253 486352
enquiries@thewintergardensuites.com
www.thewintergardensuites.com

To advertise in future issues contact the
CEN advertising team at ads@churchnewspaper.com

Xxxxxx
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What’s Love Got to Do with It?
(cert 12A), not to be confused
with the 1993 biopic of Tina
Turner, tries hard not to be a
standard British romcom. The
“will they, won’t they” formula
barely gets going till the last reel,
but themain ebb andflow is in its
apparent advocacy of arranged
marriages, or rather assisted
marriage – or insistedmarriage.

At the start, the script helpfully
identifies Zoe (Lily James) as an
award-winning documentary
maker and Kazim (Shazad Latif)
as an oncologist. They are
childhood friends, even sharing
their first kiss in a treehouse at his
home, where he still climbs for
surreptitious smoking.

Kazim is under pressure to
find a Muslim wife, and his
parents sign him up with Mo the
Matchmaker (Asim Chaudhry),
whose singles events are ghastly.
Eventually Kazim is introduced
to Maymouna (Sajal Ali) in
Lahore. Through the internet
their relationship blossoms, sort
of. All this is recorded by Zoe,
who has pitched the idea of
making a film about the process
as “Love Contractually”.

It’s written by Jemima Khan,
the British former wife of
Pakistani cricketer and politician
Imran Khan (they divorced
in 2004), and directed by
Shekhar Kapur, a Hindu. There’s
ambivalence in it, one minute
pointing to low divorce rates of
arranged marriages compared to
“love matches”, then recreating
the moment Prince Charles

responded “Whatever ‘in love’
means” about his relationship to
Diana, and toying with hypocrisy
– not least when demure
Maymouna turns out to be quite
a party girl.

Sub-plots include Zoe’s history
of bad dates, which Kazim
suggests is subconsciously
deliberate, and thatKazim’s sister
Jamila (MariamHaque) married
outside the faith (to amannamed
Levy, although he’s not explicitly
Jewish) – it was “choice, not my
kismet” – raising hopes of family
reconciliation.

It’s edgy inplaces, stereotypical
elsewhere, but also revelatory
(“British born is code for non-
white”). The most jarring note is
that Zoe’s mother Cath (Emma
Thomson) has to be played as
well-meaning, non-prejudiced,
but awfully embarrassing,
enjoying her personal cultural
appropriation. That extends to
her attempts to find a match for
Zoe.

It may feel contrived, even
didactic about other cultures, but
Lily Jamesmakes themost of her
role, and it’s the best British
romcom for a while.

Marcel the Shell with Shoes On
(cert. PG) is a brilliant animated
film, imposed on live action
scenes, from writer-director
Dean Fleischer Camp, a feature-
length reworking of shorts
datingfrom2010.Theundoubted
star is Marcel, a talking snail
shell, voiced by co-writer Jenny
Slate, in a mockumentary about

what happens when Fleischer
Camp, as himself, rents an
AirBNB inVirginia and discovers
he’s not alone.

Marcel is there, with a series of
home comforts - bread slices for a
bed, devices like little ladders,
and a foodwhisk that shakes fruit
from trees by a rope crafted from
short and curly human hairs. All
his family are lost, except for his
grannie Connie (Isabella
Rossellini), wise but suffering
from the onset of dementia.

Marcel himself has words of
wisdom, not all his own. He is
well-read, quoting ice hockey’s
Wayne Gretsky, “You miss 100%
of the shots you don’t take”, but
observing that everyone wants
world peace – “Who signs their
letters, ‘War’?”

Someof this philosophy comes
after Dean puts their encounters
on the internet. 22 million
people watch it, but Marcel
dismisses it as “somuchnothing”,
an audience not a community.
Dean draws out the history of the
house, and how the couple living
there split up, and the story
then takes an even more unlikely
turn.

Marcel and Connie are fans of
USnews programme60Minutes
- they’ve even called in - and the
60 Minutes show now wants to
interviewMarcel. Veteran anchor
Lesley Stahl comes with a full TV
crew (their roles wittily summed
up by Marcel) and out of
this comes a search for
any of Marcel’s
family, whose

images he has engraved on
the back of a dressing table
mirror.

From whimsical to hilarious,
Marcel is an unusual everyshell,
but also desperately honest.
On the loss of his family, he says
“a space in my heart gets bigger
and louder every day”, yet he’s
also aware of the need for quiet,
and even for music in marking
significant events – his repertoire
on a pasta tube includesAmazing
Grace.

It’s nominated for an Oscar®
for best animated film but was
beaten to the Bafta by Del Toro’s
version of Pinocchio, which had a
very limited theatrical release
before going online. Marcel is of
course ridiculous, but it is a
beautiful, thoughtful fantasy.

Arrangedmarriages and ‘love contractually’
STEVE PARISH ON FILM

Marcel The Shell
With ShoesOn

What’s LoveGot
toDowith It?
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